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1. The Winning Life 


There is only one life that wins; and that is the life of Jesus, the Christ. Every man 
may have that life; every man may live that life. 

I do not mean that every man may be Christlike; I mean something very much better 
than that. I do not mean that a man may always have Christ's help; I mean something 
better than that. I do not mean that a man may have power from Christ; I mean 
something very much better than power. And I do not mean that a man shall be 
merely saved from his sins and kept from sinning; I mean something better than even 
that victory. 

What I mean is this: I had always known that Christ was my Savior; but I had looked 
upon Him as an external Savior, one who did a saving work for me from outside, as it 
were; one who was ready to come close alongside and stay by me, helping me in all 
that I needed, giving me power and strength and salvation. But now I knew something 
better than that. At last I realized that Jesus, the Christ was actually and literally 
within me; and even more than that; that He had constituted Himself my very life, 
taking me into union with Himself—my body, mind, and spirit—while I still had my 
own identity and free will and full moral responsibility. Was not this better than 
having Him as a helper, or even than having Him as an external Savior; to have Him, 
Jesus, the Christ, God the Son, as my own very life: It meant that I need never again 
ask Him to help me as though He were one and I another; but rather simply to do His 
work. His will, in me, and with me, and through me. My body was His, my mind His, 
my will His, my spirit His; and not merely His, but literally a part of Him; what He 
asked me to recognize was, "I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me." Jesus, the Christ had constituted Himself my life— 
not as a figure of speech, remember, but as a literal, actual fact, as literal as the fact 
that a certain tree has been made into a desk. For "your bodies are members of 
Christ;" and "ye are the body of Christ." 

Do you wonder that Paul could say with tingling joy and exultation, "To me to live is 
Christ"? He did not say, as I had mistakenly been supposing I must say, "To me to 
live is to be Christlike," nor, "To me to live is to have Christ's help," nor "To me to 
live is to serve Christ." No; he plunged through and beyond all that in the bold, 
glorious, mysterious claim, "To me to live is Christ." I had never understood that 
verse before. Now, thanks to His gift of Himself, I am beginning to enter into a 
glimpse of its wonderful meaning. 

And that is how I know for myself that there is a life that wins: that it is the life of 
Jesus, the Christ; and that it may be our life for the asking, if we let Him—in absolute. 
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unconditional surrender of ourselves to Him, our wills to His will, making Him the 
Master of our lives as well as our Savior-enter in, occupy us, overwhelm us with 
Himself, yes, fill us with Himself "unto all the fullness of God." 

What has the result been? Did this experience give me only a new intellectual 
conception of Christ, more interesting and satisfying than before? If it were only that, 
I should have little to tell you today. No; it meant a revolutionized, fundamentally 
changed life, within and without. If any man be in Christ you know there is a new 
creation. 

Jesus, the Christ does not want to be our helper; He wants to be our life. He does not 
want us to work for Him. He wants us to let Him do His work through us, using us as 
we use a pencil to write—better still: using us as one of the fingers on His hand. 

When our life is not only Christ's, but Christ, our life will be a winning life; for He 
cannot fail. And a winning life is a fruit-bearing life, a serving life. It is after all only a 
small part of life, and a wholly negative part, to overcome; we must also bear fruit in 
character and in service if Christ is our life. And we shall—because Christ is our life. 
"He cannot deny Himself;" He came "not to be ministered unto, but minister." An 
utterly new kind of service will be ours now, as we let Christ serve others through us 
using us. And this fruit-bearing and service, habitual and constant, must all be by faith 
in Him (by living His faith); our works are the result of His Life in us; not the 
condition, or the secret, or the cause of that Life. 

The conditions of thus receiving Christ as the fullness of the life are simply two—after, 
of course, our personal acceptance of Christ as our Savior—through His shed blood 
and death as our substitute and Sin-Bearer—from the guilt and consequences of our 
sin. 

1.) Surrender absolutely and unconditionally to Christ as Master of all that we are 
and all that we have, telling God that we are now ready to have His whole will done in 
our entire life, at every point, no matter what it costs. 

2.)Believe that God has set us wholly free from the law of sin ( Rom.8:2) - 
not will do this, but has done it. 

Upon this second step, the quiet act of faith, all now depends. Faith must believe God 
in entire absence of any feeling or evidence. For God's word is safer, better, and surer 
than any evidence of His work. We are to say, in blind cold faith, if need be, "I know 
that my Lord Jesus is meeting all my needs now (even my need of faith), because His 
grace is sufficient for me." 
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Remember that Christ Himself is better than any of His blessings; better than the 
power, or the victory, or the service, that He grants. Christ created spiritual power; but 
Christ is better than that power; He is God's best; He is God; and we may have this 
best; we may have Christ, yielding to Him in such completeness and abandonment of 
self that it is no longer we that live, but Christ lived in us. Will you thus take Him? 

A Vital Question for you to Answer 

Do you know what it is to have uninterrupted (CONTINUOUS) victory over all known sin on a 
daily basis? This is not to ask, "Do you believe it is possible?"— for Satan, himself, knows it is 
possible. Do you experience this "Gift of victory?" 

If you do not know what it is to have this experience, 

1. Do you desire it? This is a simple "yes" or "no". 

2. Why not ask for the desire if you do not have it? 

3. Thank the Almighty One (YAH) that you now have the desire for this "Gift of victory." 

4. Now that you have the desire, why not ask the Heavenly Father for this victorious life of 
"Christ in you, the Hope of glory?" 

5. The critical step now is to thank God that He has given to you the MARVELOUS 
victorious life of Christ, your Savior. 

6. Know, therefore, that in accepting Him (with His victory), you have given up all defeat 
(including the thoughts of defeat). Do not entertain the thought that your Savior can be 
defeated in a temptation to sin! He will hold your life in victory!!! 1 Cor. 13:10 . 

7. Now that you have Christ living in you by His Spirit, take each step knowing that your 
Creator is in total control. You may rest in His love and faithful Providence (keeping the 
true Sabbath). 


"Go and sin no more." John 8:11. 


"If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes." Mark 9:23. 


"We know that whosoever is born of God does not sin; 

but he that is begotten of God keeps himself, 
and that wicked one does not touch him." 1 John 5:18. 
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2. The Newness of Life 


Jith trouble all over the world, and temptations on every site, one of the most 
\W glorious promises of the Messiah to His people was this one, “If any man serve 
'■ me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be.” (John 
12:26a) 

Yahshua said to His disciples shortly before His departure, “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 
(John 14:2) Eagerly and rightly, Christians look forward to this resurrected life. It is not 
merely a desire to escape the problems of this world that fuels such a desire, 
however. For the genuine Christian, the restoration of all things means so much more 
than just immortality and personal comfort. It means an end to suffering everywhere, 
(Rev 21:4) and the rightful exaltation of the Creator by all intelligences in the universe. 
(Isa 45:23) 

But what about the interim? What do we do in the meantime? 

Some have said of the future, “Won’t it be wonderful when we are in the presence of our 
Lord, and experience the fullness of His glory?” The truth is that the Gospel, or the Good 
News, is even better than that. 

From the moment we accept Yahshua as our Savior, and turn our lives over to His loving 
service, a wonderful thing happens. “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2Cor 5:17) 

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently, being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which lived and 
abided forever.” (IPet 1:22, 23) 

Some have said, “It is true that Christ taught, ‘Except a man be bom again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God,’ (John 3:3) but we cannot experience this fully until the 
resurrection.” 

They may then quote Paul, who writes, “There is one glory of the sun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the stars, for one star differed from another star in 
glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead: it is sown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorraption; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body.” (ICor 15:41-44) 
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Now, the reason for this doetrine is not because Peter’s words (which say we “have 
purified” our souls “being bom again”) are difficult to understand, but because those who 
claim this doctrine realize that the Bible also teaches “whosoever is bom of God doth not 
commit sin.” (IJohn 3:9) 

If any man accepts that verse as it reads (and the many other supporting verses such 
as IJohn 5:18, IPet 4:1 and Romans 6-8) yet realizes that he still commits willful sins, he 
has two choices. He must either acknowledge that he has not yet fully accepted Christ, or 
he must believe that the new birth is somehow yet future, and that accepting Christ places 
us in a position where we will be fully “bom” in the future - at the resurrection. 

There are two problems with that argument; the first is that the Scriptures repeatedly 
describe the born-again experience as being the current life of a Christian while he is yet 
on earth. The second is that even if it were trae we should not consider ourselves fully 
“bom” until the resurrection, it still mles out the possibility of committing willful sin 
once one has entered into the “waiting” period. We will examine these one at a time. 

1) When does a man become “born again?” 

Peter has already given us the answer to this one, but we will examine it in more detail 
here. The passage, again, reads, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently, being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which lived and abided forever.” (IPet 1:22,23) 

It is absolutely true that the New Testament will sometimes use tenses in ways that are 
confusing to modern, English readers (e.g., Romans 7) however the context invariably 
clears the matter up beyond the possibility of controversy. There is, for the record, 
nothing about the grammar of Peter’s statements that would suggest any unusual 
wording, but even within the text itself we see proof that it could not have an exclusively 
future interpretation. 

Peter is counseling them to act now (or 2000 years ago) in a certain way because of 
something that has already happened to them. It is because we are (not will be) “born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible” that we can even obey the instmction 
to perfectly love one another. It would not be reasonable to conclude that Peter says, 
“Because you will be bom again some day, love one another now.” 

Furthermore, Christ taught this, “Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” (John 3:3) In case some would limit the word “see” there to mean “experience 
in visible fullness at the resurrection,” a second statement gives a deeper dimension: 
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“Yahshua answered, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be bom of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’” (verse 5) 

Verse five is a clarification of verse 3, given for the sake of Nicodemus who was asking 
the questions. Unless a man is born again (and this by water and the Spirit) he cannot 
“enter” the Kingdom of God. Yet do we “enter” the Kingdom of God at the resurrection, 
or before? 

The Scriptures tell us plainly: 

“[Yahweh] hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of His dear Son.” (Col 1:13) 

“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church 
of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Yahshua the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that spoke better things than that of Abel.” (Heb 12:22-24) 

“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every one that is bom of the Spirit.” (John 
3:8) 

“Even when we were dead in sins, [Yah] hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Yahshua.” (Eph 2:5, 6) 

“If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born 
ofHim.”(lJohn 2:29) 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God.” (IJohn 4:7) 

All these verses speak of the new birth as a current, ongoing experience that takes place 
before the resurrection. Even before we “see” the Kingdom with natural eyes, (Job 
19:25, 26) we claim to have entered into It, and in order to enter it, we must first be “bom 
again.” 

Here is the conclusion of that question: “Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism 
into death, that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Eather, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. Eor if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this. 
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that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

“Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing 
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 
Him. For in that He died. He died unto sin onee; but in that He lived. He lived unto 
God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom 6:4-11) 

After our baptism, we “should” (not will) walk in the newness of life - that is a current 
exhortation, not a promise of things to come. We note that earlier Paul says we are 
“raised [...] up together” with Him already, (Ephesians 2) and so while we await the 
physical restoration of our bodies, we know that we already “Walk in the Spirit, and [we] 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” (Gal 5:16) All of Romans Sexplains that if we are in 
Christ, we walk in the Spirit; we reckon the flesh dead, and therefore fulfill the Gospel 
promises because the power of the resurrected life (we ARE “raised [...] up 
together”). We do not need to wait for new bodies in order to eease from sin. 

In fact, speaking of that eurrent age, the New Testament only speaks of one elass of 
people who do not cease from sin: 

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve 
the unjust unto the Day of Judgment to be punished; but chiefly them that walk after 
the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, 
self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities, whereas angels which are greater 
in power and might bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 

“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption, and shall 
receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day 
time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceiving while 
they feast with you, having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; 
beguiling unstable souls, an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed 
children, which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.” (2Pet 2:9-15) 

That is the only passage in the Bible in which a verse containing the phrase “cease from 
sin” appears, and it is used in the negative sense (describing who cannot do it) of those 
who will be destroyed. Willful sin ceases in an individual the moment they are “justified” 
because it means that they are not the ones Peter is describing as “unjust.” Just and unjust 
are (obviously) opposites, and therefore if a man is declared “just” by Heaven, it is no 
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longer true that he “eannot eease from sin.” It is actively taught that he will cease from 
sin. (IJohn 3:9, 5:18) 

And when are men justified? 

“And by [Yahshua] all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the Law of Moses.” (Acts 13:39) 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Yahshua 
the Christ:” (Rom 5:1) 

“Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him.” (Rom 5:9) 

We are now justified by faith in Christ. The resurrection, the point at which are bodies 
are “glorified” is yet future, (Rom 8:17) and at that point “we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him,” but those who are glorified must first be justified, and it is when we are no 
longer “unjusf ’ that we cease from sin. 

“Whosoever abided in Him sinned not; whosoever sinned hath not seen Him, neither 
known Him. Little children let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is 
righteous, even as He is righteous. He that committed sin is of the devil, for the devil 
sinned from the beginning. For this purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin, for 
His Seed remained in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” (IJohn 3:6-9) 

If we are not living as though translated into the Heavenly Kingdom while here on earth, 
we shall never “see” it with our eyes. 

2) Can a living-being sin before it is born? 

The other prong of the argument says this, “Though we may accept the new birth by 
faith, we do not really experience its power until the resurrection. So, until then a 
Christian may continue in sins, or commit them from time to time.” 

This comes about, first of all, from a misunderstanding of what “faith” really is. The 
Bible tells us, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” (Heb 11:1) One of the main meanings for the Greek word hupostasis, translated 
“substance,” is, “that which has actual existence.” Faith is not the opposite of 
“reality.” A thing which is not seen, but by the eyes of faith, is no less real than anything 
that may be encountered with the corporal senses. Likewise elegchos, or “evidence,” is 
“that by which a thing is proved or tested.” 
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If we accept the new birth by “faith” it means that we have accepted, it in 
reality. Though we await its manifestation, we have it in its fullness, for John does not 
say we will be like Christ, he says, “as He is, so are we in this world.” (IJohn 4:17) We 
will not have our glorified bodies until His return, (IJohn 3:2) but even now we have the 
“mind of Christ” (ICor 2:16) and that only comes about by being born according to the 
same Spirit that is within Him. It is the mind, not the body, that makes decisions about 
our actions (including righteousness and sin) for we “walk not according to the flesh,” 
(Rom 8:1) or the promptings of what is merely bodily in origin. 

Of course, even if we were to accept the idea that the new birth does not really occur until 
the resurrection, it still does not mean that we willfully sin while we await his 
event. Life, as Christians believe, begins at conception, not birth; therefore if it is true 
that “the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me,” (Gal 2:20) this must begin exactly when the “life” begins! 

Furthermore, the Scripture teaches that, “being not yet bom, neither having done any 
good or evil, [...] the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
of Him that calleth.” (Rom 9:11) A life that is not born does not commit sin, particularly 
if it is a holy life, and we know that His “Seed,” (the same word used for the element of 
conception - Gen 28:14) remains in us, and keeps us from falling. (IJohn 3:9, Jude 
1:24) Since we are specifically told that we must “cease to do evil, learn to do well,” (Isa 
1:16, 17) we are clearly held to a higher standard than one who is not yet physically born. 

In the worst case, in which one may accept that the new birth does not happen until the 
resurrection, there is still no excuse for willful sin. According to the realities of the 
Christian life, that which is recorded in the Scriptures, the moment the life of Christ is 
conceived in us by the agency of the Holy Spirit, we possess the fullness of His life 
within us, and we walk in the newness of life NOW, awaiting only the redemption of the 
body. 

Our hearts are already renewed. (Eze 36:25-27) Our minds are already renewed. (Rom 
12:2) Our spirits are made holy by our union with the Father and Son. (Acts 2:14- 
18) All these things, the Bible tells us, leads us to walk in “the paths of righteousness, 
even for His Name’s sake,” (Psa 23:2) and we thereby fulfill the mission to which we 
have been called - to vindicate the character of our Father before the on looking universe. 

Because we have been made “partakers of the divine nature,” (2Pet 1:4) let us covenant 
with the Father and Son that we, by Their holy power, will overcome every trial and 
temptation that Satan and the world can use to attack us, “because greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world.” (IJohn 4:4b) 
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3. Whirlwind and Scepter 


Queen Esther desired a great thing. Her uncle Mordecai had informed her that there 
was a decree which had gone out from the king to wipe out all the Jews living in 
Persia. “And the letters were sent by posts into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to 
kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in 
one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, 
and to take the spoil of them for a prey.” (Est 3:13) What Esther wanted was 
salvation; she wanted safety for herself and for her family. 

The only way this great object could be gained would be through an audience with the 
very king who had made the decree, but there was also another law in effect at that 
time: “All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, do know that 
whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, 
who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the 
king shall hold out the golden scepter, that he may live.” (Est 4:11a) 

In this history of the Israelite people, we find a fitting description of the plight of the 
sinner. When he is truly convinced of his sins, he seems himself worthy of death. 
Indeed, a decree has gone out from the King of righteousness, “Behold, a whirlwind 
of Yahweh is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously 
upon the head of the wicked.” (Jer 23:19) “But the wicked shall perish, and the 
enemies of Yahweh shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall 
they consume away.” (Psa 37:20) Again it is written that on the Day that the 
Righteous Judge appears it will be as it was before the deluge of Genesis, “They did 
eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.” (Luke 17:27) 

We see here strong words and dramatic descriptions given of the Holy One of Israel. 
“Then answered Yahweh unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, ‘Gird up thy loins 
now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. Wilt thou also 
disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous?”’ (Job 
40:6-8) “For our God is a consuming fire.” (Heb 12:29) While Yah does not appear to 
His friends as a fearsome Judge (IKings 19:11-13), to those who do not know Him in 
a most intimate way. He is indeed like a whirlwind of fire. Those who enter His 
presence with unconverted hearts are swept away by its fury; and yet like a true 
whirlwind, at its very center there is calm, and there is protection from outside forces. 

Those who would draw near to the Holy One must do so completely, they must not 
begin to walk and then stop or retreat at some point, for “Jesus said unto him, ‘No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
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God.’” (Luke 9:62) There is no sueh thing as being “almost” eonverted if we are 
aware of the true and utter majesty of Yahweh. The closer one comes to the center of 
the whirlwind, the more force is experienced, and so it is for those who have been 
given the greatest privileges, the most precious talents, yet refuse to yield completely 
to the security in the very heart of our Father. In the spiritual world, the closer we 
come to our Master without yielding a hundred percent, the more condemnation we 
bring upon ourselves for rejecting the greater light. “My brethren, be not many 
masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.” (James 3:1) “And 
that servant, which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to His will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did 
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the more.” (Luke 12:47,48) 

But “there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (Rom 8:1) If we are IN Him, truly in 
Him and dead to self and sin, we are safe from the fire and the fury; at the eye of the 
storm, at the Heart of Yah, “I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, 
Yahweh, only makes me dwell in safety. “ (Psa 4:8) There is Sabbath rest there. When 
we make that full surrender to Christ, not only condemnation but guilt also is 
dispelled, for He is the Lord of the Whirlwind: “And He arose, and rebuked the wind, 
and said unto the sea, ‘Peace, be still.’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. “ (Mark 4:39) 

Now, of Esther’s salvation, she knew it could only be accomplished in the very One 
who had decreed her destruction. So, it is with those who, trembling, see their only 
salvation in the One who abhors the sin which condemns them. Nevertheless, like the 
queen, those who would be saved must place their trust in the One upon the Throne. 
“Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, ‘Go, gather together all the 
Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto 
the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.’” (Est 4:15,16) 

The Eaw indeed declares that “the wages of sin is death,” (Rom 6:23a) and so we find 
that any who would bear their iniquity in the presence of the Judge will be destroyed. 
(Judges 13:22) We read, however, that “the king loved Esther above all the women, 
and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins.” (Est 2:17a) 
This is the beauty of grace. Although we deserve death for the sins we have done, and 
our only salvation is in the One who has justly decreed our destruction, that very King 
loves us - and if we seek atonement with Him then we, as His Bride, receive “grace 
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and favor in His sight.” In reality, this is accomplished through the Son of Yahweh, 
and for this reason the entirety of Romans 6:23 reads: “For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of Yah is eternal life through Yahshua, the Messiah, our Lord.” Truly “it is 
of Yahweh’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.” 
(Lam 3:22) 

Some people have been distressed that the words “God” or “Lord” (in reference to 
Yahweh) do not appear in the Book of Esther. Some are bothered that there are no 
prayers mentioned in this history. These are hardly matters for concern, however, 
when we see the clear spiritual parallels between the actual events and the vital 
lessons contained therein for every soul that seeks redemption from the curse of sin. 
King Ahasuerus represents the Almighty, although his motives were nowhere near 
those of the King of Eternity. Similarly, no feasts, sacrifices, or even prayers to Yah 
are recorded, because Esther - representing one seeking salvation from the king 
representing Him - had no works which would win his favor anyway. 

This is not a minor point. The principles set forth in this episode of Hebrew history 
are a subtle but effective rebuke to all forms of legalism. Away with the thought that 
we must perform rites and rituals to wrestle a smile from the lips of One who has 
already died for us. Such efforts, if undertaken with a desire to gain merit with 
Heaven, spit in the face of the Son who hung on the Cross in His perfection. Esther 
made no great displays, she did not offer the king any gifts (for all that she had was 
his anyway), and she certainly did not present all the wonderful benefits of her 
queenship before him as a reason why he should spare her. No; rather she fasted - a 
sign of true sorrow and humility (Psa 35:13, Joel 2:12) - and then she went into his 
presence. 

“Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood 
in the inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the king sat 
upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. And it was 
so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained favor 
in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. So 
Esther drew near, and touched the top of the scepter.” (Est 5:1,2) Had Esther 
performed any wonderful works to please the king, they would have been wasted; had 
she taken pride in them and come before her monarch expecting a reward, he may not 
have taken pity upon her presumption. Instead, she came before him in modesty and 
fear, and found herself the recipient of a love and grace which he had held for her all 
along. 
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She did not tarry by the door; she did not hesitate before the throne. Rather she “drew 
near and touehed the top of the seepter.” She eame right up to the king himself and 
took hold of the symbol of that salvation which was offered to her. It is written for us 
today, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb 4:16) Have we not the perfect 
parable here? Let us, like Esther, “draw near” and come indeed to the very center of 
our Almighty One. 

“Then said the king unto her, ‘What wilt thou, queen Esther? And what is thy request? 
It shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom.’ And Esther answered, ‘If it 
seems good unto the king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that 
I have prepared for him.’” (Est 5:2,3) Such love was offered to the queen that, had she 
desired gold and riches, she would have obtained them; yet Esther’s desire was for a 
greater thing - life; and this life was found in close fellowship with the king, a 
banquet. In these last days our Savior says to us, “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.” (Rev 3:20) 

Haman (whose name means “Magnificent”) is described this way: “The adversary and 
enemy is this wicked Haman.” (Est 7:6) We, as human beings, have a “magnificent” 
adversary and accuser. The highest and most exalted of the angels fell away and is 
currently seeking the destruction of those unto whom have been shown Yahweh’s 
grace. He is never far from us - even during our times of fellowship with our brethren 
and our Eather - even as Haman was present at the banquet of Esther and Ahashuerus. 
Nevertheless, it was at these banquets that the true nature of the adversary was 
revealed. “Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen,” and he was 
condemned to destruction. (Est 7:5-9) The penalty decreed for those who had been 
accused by the adversary instead fell upon him, “So they hanged Haman on the 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath pacified.” (Est 
7:10) “He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made.” (Psa 
7:15) 

The queen obtained the salvation she sought; not only for herself, but for those who 
were dear to her also. The accuser of the brethren was cast down, and came to an end, 
condemned by the very fellowship which existed between the king and the one who 
came into his presence. A like invitation is open unto us all today. If we will come 
unto the One who awaits our surrender, if we will grasp that golden scepter of mercy 
which is held out to us, we will find peace. If we draw near but do not come up to the 
throne, if we accept His blessings without a complete commitment, we will be 
consumed by the fiery fury that is the glory of our Judge. But this is good news: in His 
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midst there is joy, and peace and safety - protection from that once magnificent one 
who “as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) 

There is no protection in the world, and there is no security for those who only come 
part way. Only by letting go of all that keeps us from this most intimate communion 
can we ever find ourselves free from the burden of sin, guilt and death. Those who 
have heard the Gospel, those become convinced that Victory over sin is possible, fall 
into two classes. There are those who hesitate, and there are those who do not. 

Some have said, “I am not ready yet. Let me fix my life before I come to Him.” By 
doing so, they deny the very power which would both repair their temporal concerns 
and fit them for life everlasting. In the meantime, worldly and compromising 
“Christianity” leavens them. Their ministers, preaching smooth things and saying, 
“peace and safety,” minister unto them only in this capacity: to fit them more certainly 
for sudden destruction. (1st Thes 5:3, Isa 9:15,16) When the hesitant Israelite 
approached our Master with worldly concerns, “Jesus said unto him, ‘Follow me; and 
let the dead bury their dead.’” (Mat 8:22) This is the only way it can ever be 
accomplished, if we will run to Him, and grasp His mercy today, while the Spirit still 
calls. We cannot make ourselves ready for Him, we cannot hope to win His favor by 
our feeble attempts at preparation. No, nor must we believe that our sins are greater 
than His love for us. It is a great thing to go into the Throne room, knowing we are 
worthy of death; yet He beckons us, and our attitude must be as that of Esther. In my 
sorrow represented by fasting, and just as I am, “so will I go in unto the king, which is 
not according to the Law: and if I perish, I perish.” (Est 4:16b) It is written, “He that 
loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hated his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal.” (John 12:25) 

The other class of people who hear the Gospel are such as these: With humble sorrow 
and godly fear, they accept it in faith. They do not run from their guilt; they do not try 
to justify their positions. They know that they must be broken on the Rock, or they 
will never survive to the salvation of themselves, and all those unto whom they in turn 
bring the message. They know they have nothing to offer, they know that it is only by 
the Scepter of Mercy that they can survive; and they do it, they enter His full presence 
- for they have seen the alternative, and if they do nothing they will perish because of 
the decree: “The wages of sin is death.” They do not delay, either outside of the throne 
room or within, for their only true security and sealing is found when they “draw 
near” and firmly grasp the salvation which is offered free of charge. In the fellowship 
which follows, at the very heart of Yah, there is the accuser cast down, and there only 
is salvation gained. The Messiah said, “this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Yahshua the Messiah whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) 
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If this has never been clear to the reader before in its fullness, by the grace of the One 
who suffered and died for our sakes, I extend an invitation. Do not come part way. 
Surrender fully and be bom again. Do not hesitate, for “behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2Cor 6:2b) ‘“Turn ye unto me,’ saith 
Yahweh of hosts, ‘and I will turn unto you.’” (Zech 1:3b) Often, often repeated is the 
message of mercy and colder, colder wax the hearts of those who persist in their 
resistance. But it need not be that way. All the King truly asks of us is genuine trust, 
and He gives us the strength we need for all His good pleasure. The Messiah 
promises, with words which can never fail, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Mat 11:28) There is rest, there is Sabbath, 
there is peace forevermore... when we are at the center of the whirlwind that is our 
Lord and Savior, and holding firmly onto the staff of His mercy and salvation. 

Such sentiments are beautifully expressed in the following hymn, which has recently 
become one of my favorites (slightly modified to include the names of the Father and 
Son): 


Near to The Heart of Yah 

(Cleland B. McAfee, 1903) 

There is a place of quiet rest. 

Near to the heart of Yah. 

A place where sin cannot molest. 

Near to the heart of Yah. 

Refrain 

O Yahshua, blest Redeemer, 

Sent from the heart of Yah, 

Hold us who wait before Thee 
Near to the heart of Yah. 

There is a place of comfort sweet. 

Near to the heart of Yah. 

A place where we our Savior meet. 

Near to the heart of Yah. 

(Refrain) 

There is a place of full release. 

Near to the heart of Yah. 
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A place where all is joy and peace, 

Near to the heart of Yah. 

(Refrain) 

May this wonderful experience be shed like an autumn rain upon all who read this, 
and may you come boldly and unhesitatingly before our Heavenly Father’s Throne. 
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4. The Sanctified Life : Victory 


Who can explain emotions? They seem to be led by so many factors! And, the truth is, 
if we let ourselves be ruled by our feelings alone, WE also become led by many 
factors. And yet, why do I even feel this way in the first place? Do I not have a holy 
Redeemer? Don’t I have a life of peace and joy to look forward to, with even the trials 
and painful experiences counted as blessed opportunities to grow and overcome in the 
name of the One that guides me? And after all this, am I not expecting eternal life? 
What cause is there to be sorrowful? 

More than this, for those who know the Holy Spirit, Paul tells us the fruits of this 
Spirit are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance. In fact, if we read the passage as it is written (Galatians 5:22,23), what 
Paul actually says is that the “fruit” (singular) of the Spirit IS this list of virtues. At 
their root, all these attributes are really the same; they are all different manifestations 
of the same principle: a Christlike character. 

To have one, or a few, is not evidence of connection with the divine. In fact, to have 
them ALL, yet to lack one is to show a deficiency in ones connection with the source 
of them all. Lor note that it is of significance that Paul describes these as the LRUIT of 
the Holy Spirit, not the branches, or the bark, if we are to CONTINUE the tree 
analogy. Bark is just an outer covering, and branches can be grafted on: for a man can 
work on being kinder to those around him. He can practice self-control until he is 
praised for his sobriety and temperance. He can visit widows and orphans until he 
becomes famous for his goodness, but is that a sign that he is “worthy” of Heaven? 

The fruit of a tree comes from within that tree. It is a natural result of its essence, 
“Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs?” (James 3:12) A 
man may “work at” developing these characteristics, but in so doing, he is only 
grafting on branches, and no change of the inner being is accomplished. On the other 
hand, to a person whose root is Christ, these attributes will develop as fruits, as a 
natural result of our connection with Him. 

This could almost become the faith vs. works issue again, but the Bible is plain 
enough on both these concepts, for Paul continues that verse above; (Gal 5:23) after 
listing the virtues, he declares, “against such there is no law.” Earlier in that chapter, 
he addresses those who believe they will be justified by their works alone, by the 
keeping of the law. He says, “whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. Lor we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. Lor 
in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availed anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith 
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which worketh by love. Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey 
the truth?” (Gal 5:4-7) 

In this rather complicated passage, Paul is saying that it is not by our works, but by 
our faith that we are justified before Yah. A mere outward keeping of the law, being 
circumcised, even holding to the commandments... these are of no effect, for without 
faith, such rituals are useless. Faith is all that matters, he says, the faith that “worketh 
by love.” And yet, he says if we DO have faith, then as a natural result, we produce 
the fruits, and we do what we know to be right, we “obey the truth,” when we learn 
what the right thing to do is. 

In Isaiah I:16&17, we see that this is no new problem, people trying to be justified by 
their works. But to these people, observing rituals for tradition’s sake, he says, “Wash 
you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow.” Notice, he did not say “cease to do evil; start to do well.” He 
said LEARN. A new disciple of Yahshua will not immediately know all the right 
things to do and all the righteousness of Yah. However, as long as he remains humble 
and teachable, by his faith the Spirit will lead him into “all truth,” and he will thus 
grow up into a mature Christian. 

In the same way, a true convert will HAVE the fruits of the Spirit, although they may 
not be fully developed in a newborn; but one who knows Yahshua, truly knows Him, 
cannot help but display tenderness and love and mercy and joy and peace. It is natural, 
no effort required. And the more he learns about our beloved Savior, the more 
manifest those virtues will become. It is a wonderful equation. We not only begin to 
eat of the tree of life that was restricted to Adam in the garden of Eden after his sin, 
but symbolically, we become the tree of life. Additionally, others will draw near and 
partake of our blessings, our fruit as well, and themselves take root in Christ and 
begin to grow. 

Now back to tonight, though I am feeling low (or at least I was at the beginning of 
writing this article), I am aware that sadness is not an emotion that originates in me. 
Yahshua was our perfect example, yet he was a “man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief.” (Isa 53:3) At the funeral of Lazarus, He wept, and in the garden of 
Gethsemane, pain, sorrow and stress overcame Him to such a degree that He was on 
the point of collapse. Truly, sin is the cause of all suffering, and because the sins of 
the world were being placed upon Him, Christ began to suffer the consequences 
thereof, although in Him personally there was no sin. Though He possessed all the 
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fruits of the spirit, and in fact was the SOURCE of those attributes like peace and joy, 
yet He was affected by these external forces. 

In the same way, we. His followers, will experience low-points in our daily walk 
through this world, but there is a difference in this as well, for those who walk through 
the world and those who dwell in it. For those who are made Free in Christ, we need 
no longer say, “I am sad,” but instead, we may declare, “I feel sad.” Do you see the 
difference? Words are a powerful thing, and language shapes thoughts. Instead of 
saying “I am” a negative attribute, we say, “I feel” or “I am experiencing” this thing. 
Instead of letting the negative emotion define and control us, we have the ability to 
define, and thus control, it. 

We all have the potential for melancholy. However, despite the way we feel, 
we know that salvation is about more than feelings. For what are emotions but 
chemical changes in the brain? A myriad of external factors can influence these 
changes, and yet a Christian is more than this. We are not only beings of flesh, but 
also of Spirit, if we have accepted Yahshua as our Savior, and have partaken of His 
divinity. We who live in the Spirit are at liberty to exercise dominion over the fleshy, 
susceptible aspects of our being. We are to overcome, even as our Redeemer did, and 
in the way He did, by a constant, unbroken connection to the Father. Now, we have 
applied this principle to emotions. Let’s see what happens when we APPLY CJ it to sin, 
the source of the negative feelings. 

To CONTINUE a verse I quoted from the book of James above, the writer says, “Can 
the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain 
both yield salt water and fresh.” (James 3:12) We are either rooted in Christ, or we are 
not. There is hot, and there is cold, but to be “lukewarm” is worse than either of these, 
for one who is lukewarm is in error - is in fact cold, but FEELS warm - yet is less 
likely to see the problem than one who is decidedly and consciously “cold.” 

Even more distinctly, John writes, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for His seed remained in him: and he cannot sin, because he is bom of God.” (1 John 
3:9) Does this mean a Christian is without sin? Not at all, for he also says, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the tmth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8) 
How do we reconcile these two verses? Do they even NEED reconciliation? I do not 
believe so, for look at Isaiah’s message, “cease to do evil; learn to do well.” We start 
from nothing, and we grow. We do not instinctively know what is right, for we were 
born into sin, and dwelled it in daily until we came to know Christ. 

Yet, when we take on His name and character, sin now becomes unnatural to us, for 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
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behold, all things are beeome new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) Modern Christianity teaehes 
that every now and then, a believer may somehow “lose” his eonneetion with Christ 
and fall into sin. We may do wrong every now and then, this is so, but these wrongs 
will be sin done in ignoranee. If a reader goes back to the old books, we see that 
sacrifices were offered for the redemption of sin if these were committed “in 
ignorance.” (Lev 4:2,13,22,27; 5:18;Num 15:24-29) But... when we have LEARNED 
that our ways are contrary to the will of God; “the times of this ignorance God winked 
at; but now commanded all men everywhere to repent.” (Acts 17:30) Indeed, we are to 
be “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in 
[our] ignorance.” (1 Peter 1:14) 

What the apostles taught was this: From Paul, “For if we sin willfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remained no more sacrifice for sins,” 
(Hebrews 10:26) and even Peter, who at times considered the words of Paul difficult 
to understand, “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which 
are some things hard to be understood,” (2 Peter 3:16), agreed with him in this point, 
for he said, “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better 
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.” (2 Peter 2:20,21) 

The truth is sin does not change Yah in the least. His merciful arms are always wide 
open to us. Had Lucifer repented when he was offered the chance, or Judas humbled 
himself after the betrayal, there would have been cause for neither tragedy. Yet, the 
danger of sin is that it changes US. It destroys the soul of the one who commits it, for 
the wages of sin is truly death. If, after being fully convinced that an action or way of 
life is wrong, and after accepting the sacrifice of our Lord as an atonement for it - if 
after all this we somehow return to our old way of life, how can we be sure we will 
ever be able to repent again? 

We KNOW the goodness of Yah. We remember the grace and mercy and love we 
experienced as His follower. If there is something in our lives that we love more than 
this, then our choice is already made. What need will we ever feel to ask forgiveness 
again? This is the true danger of doing willfully what we know to be wrong - it 
hardens our hearts against the mercy of our Father, and it unsuits us for everlasting 
life. The destruction of such a soul after the judgment would be a mercy, for such a 
mind can never again know peace. Judas hung himself rather than live another minute 
with his raging conscience. Mighty Lucifer, who cannot yet die, went insane with 
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grief and rage, and was twisted into the demonic entity we now call Satan. There is no 
safety as a subject in the kingdom of shadows. 

But there is no cause for fear. Christ taught that one who commits sin is a slave to sin, 
yet was not His sacrifice to bring us freedom? Gabriel, in announcing the birth of the 
Messiah to Joseph, said of his wife, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call His name Yahshua (Yah saves, or Yah is salvation): for He shall save His people 
from their sins.” (Mat 1:21, brackets mine) But notice also the holy angel’s wording: 
he shall save His people FROM their sins, not IN their sins, as contemporary 
Christianity advocates. 

As a result of Christ’s great sacrifice, Paul exhorts us to: “Awake to righteousness, 
and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.” (1 
Cor 15:34) “And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him 
is no sin. (1 John 3:5) We who have the knowledge of Yah are free to choose always 
to do what we know to be right. And if we sin through ignorance, we are to follow 
Isaiah’s advice and “learn to do well.” For “these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous.” (1 John 2:1) This is the exact same principle displayed in the verses from 
Leviticus and Numbers. Nothing new here : if we sin through ignorance, we have an 
atoning sacrifice. And praise be to Yah! For none of us is yet perfect in knowledge. 

When we accept the Grace of Christ, our salvation, however, is perfect at that 
moment. When we learn of some wrong in our lives, some defect of character, we will 
(following our new nature) hate that aspect of ourselves and put it away. Thus, though 
we start small and grow to be mighty in Christ, at every step of the way, our salvation, 
our spirit, is perfect. In this way, if we are hit by a bus this afternoon, or if Yahshua 
Himself should come tomorrow, we have, at each moment, the blessed assurance that 
we know our destiny lies with Him forevermore. 

Justification was provided at the cross. To accept it takes only an instant, but 
“sanctification,” that process of becoming holy (sanctified), of refining to more and 
more clearly reflect the character of Christ, that is the work of a lifetime. We have this 
promise: “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” (Hebrews 
9:28) To accept this teaching in faith, and to look forward to our Lord’s return, that is 
salvation indeed. 

As I have said, to have a standard of holiness is not a cause for fear. It is not a 
grievous burden laid upon us by Yah. And it is not impossible. In fact, it is all that IS 
possible for a true follower of Yahshua. It is a victory over the sin of the self, and the 
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corruption of this world. John says, “By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God, and keep His commandments. For this is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous. For 
whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:2-5) 

Such a beautiful harmony! It is as if John is summarizing all of Scripture in these 
verses. The agreement of faith and works, the commandments and liberty, the death of 
Christ and the life of the believer, all these concepts are beautifully woven together, 
and serve as the main and central concept to any who would ask the holy and blessed 
question, “What must I do to be saved?” The answer comes back, “He that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God, to him goes the victory that overcome the world.” 

There is much more to say on the topic of a sanctified life, and I have posted other 
writings on this site which deal with it, but if a reader can grasp what has been said 
thus far, then thanks be to our Father in Heaven! The Christian life is one of 
unmatched beauty and joy, for the way of our Lord, and the boundaries thereof “are 
not grievous.” Indeed, they are for our benefit. Whosoever violates “thou shalt not 
kill” truly does as much damage to himself as the one he strikes down. 

Enough then, for now, but permit me to leave you with yet another beautiful 
quotation. This one also summarizes the science of salvation, and indeed might well 
be considered the motto of a born-again Christian, until the return of our beloved 
Savior: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lived in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20) 
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5. The Sanctified Life II: Ruth 


In my first article, Victory, I endeavored to show that the Bible teaches it is possible 
to overcome one’s sinful nature completely, to take on the nature of heaven, and to be 
as free, but as sinless, as the very angels. Scripture not only backs this up in the words 
of the prophets and the apostles, but also historically, in the recorded experiences of 
Elijah and Enoch. But when one comes to the place where he or she realizes that the 
Gospel tells us it IS possible to “take the battle inside,” it can be a scary time indeed. 
Eor when one has truly begun to live in Christ, the words of Paul become our 
experience also: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but... against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” (Eph 6:12) No longer are we faced with the fear of 
committing known, sinful acts, but rather our struggle takes place on a higher level - 
learning to realize that all the things which would drag us back to our “fleshly,” dead 
mindsets are mere illusions by the Shedim... the demons. 

It is ALL about the mindset at that point. For “we have the mind of Christ,” (1 Cr 
2:16) the trick is just learning what that means in our lives, and realizing the power 
that Yah will pour out on us as we more fully keep His commandments in both letter 
and spirit; not to be justified thereby, but because it is out delight to fulfill His will in 
our lives. “... cease to do ill, LEARN to do well.” (Isaiah 1:16,17) If we feel His laws 
and regulations are in any way a burden to us, we are not quite converted yet - for a 
true convert will say “and His commandments are not grievous.” (1 John 5:3) And 
remember, Peter walked for some time with our Lord while He was on earth, healing 
the sick and raising the dead - by all accounts a full follower, yet even near the end he 
was NOT a full convert! At the very end of Yahshua’s mission He said to Peter, “You 
still don’t quite get it yet, you still don’t see the glory that my Father is willing to have 
unfold in your life.” To quote Him, He said to Peter, even after all they had been 
through together, “WHEN thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke 22:32) 

It’s not about FEELING converted, or that one has experienced the workings of the 
Spirit “every now and then.” That same Peter denied Christ during His trial, despite 
having had all those events happen to him. Visible signs can come just as easily from 
Satan, this I know from personal experience. But “by this we know that we love the 
children of God: when we love God and keep His commandments.” (1 John 5:2) That 
is the true and ONLY reliable seal of a believer. When one has made the decision to 
follow what the Bible teaches at ANY cost, and backs that up by walking and not just 
talking, then the wonders will truly begin! We need not look for a “sign” for the right 
moment. We need not wait to be awakened in our sleep by the voice from Heaven 
bidding us, “Come.” Just reading this, you are being summoned. For Yah delights in 
having His children speak His blessings upon others. Don’t wait! The Kingdom calls 
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NOW. What matter to you the things of the world, if you miss out on this truth? “For 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark 8:36, Matthew 16:26) 

It can all be summed up in the verse, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) 

Yah will not leave His children to be ashamed before the world. “Therefore, I say 
unto you, take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you. That even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the 
grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? “ (Matthew 6:25,26,28-30) Do not worry 
what people will think of you for keeping His holy law, and claiming the victory in 
your life. 

Above all, do not say it cannot be done! “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, 
‘With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.’” (Matthew 9:26) 
“Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about 
their whole body. Also behold the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven 
of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member and boasted great things. 
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindled!” (James 3:3-5) Do you see the 
connection? ALL things are possible through Christ, if we will only CLAIM them 
with our mouths and exercise our limitless faith! “Out of the same mouth proceeded 
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” (James 3:10) In 
this the writer is talking about us blessing or cursing others, but how much more will 
it not APPLY CS to our own selves? Whenever we say we cannot do some righteous 
thing, we are not only denying the words of Christ, but we are speaking a curse unto 
ourselves. The tongue is the rudder of the whole body. 

The Scriptures give us a portrait of someone who did well in this matter. She was not 
a Jew, and she knew less of Yah’s workings than many who claimed membership 
among “His people.” Our Lord is no respecter of persons, you see. No Biblical 
scholar, evangelist, theological expert, or monk has more claim to the Victory than do 
you! The woman Ruth was a plain, ordinary person, of whose religious background 
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nothing is said, except that she had a husband who was of Hebrew descent. The 
husband of Naomi, her mother-in-law, died, and her own husband and his brother. 
Seeing that a great famine had been lifted in her homeland (the reason her family had 
left), Naomi decided to return to Judah, and revealed her plan to Ruth and Orpha, her 
other son’s widow. 

Naomi’s two sons had died, leaving widows, and her OWN husband had died, 
meaning, at her age, that further offspring was unlikely. Even so, her two daughters- 
in-law declared their desire to go with her. Realizing what they would be giving up 
doing this, she said to Ruth and Orpha, “Turn again, my daughters, why will ye go 
with me? Are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands?” 
(Ruth 1:11) Naomi was making it plain to her two younger companions that following 
her to Judah would mean giving up the possibility of a life of security and good 
reputation in those hard times. 

There is a parallel here to the New Testament Gospels. Read the record of Yahshua’s 
meeting with a rich young ruler in Luke 18:21-23, “And [the ruler] said, ‘All these 
[commandments] have I kept from my youth up.’ Now when Jesus heard these things. 
He said unto him, ‘Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute it 
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven; and come, follow me.’” Instead 
of complementing him for his keeping the letter of the law, or for even coming to Him 
for salvation, Christ immediately let him know what the price would be of following 
Him to the new land. If we think to be justified by our works, we miss the spirit of the 
Law. At the same time, if we think to be justified ONLY by faith without works, only 
by the asking, this is also shown to be a false doctrine. 

Matthew also recorded this fateful meeting, and it had in fact started out with Christ 
answering the question with, “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” 
(Mat 19:17) When asked which. He indeed listed some of the precepts of the 
Decalogue, to show this was the same set of “commandments” engraved in stone 
tablets on Sinai. Yahshua did not say NOT to keep these, only that he “lackest one 
thing.” Christ did not say it was only by the asking and the faith, but said, “You do 
well” to follow the law; moreover, there IS a cross to bear. But if you do both, fearing 
not to give up the security and pleasures of this temporary world, seeking first the 
Kingdom of Heaven, then shall He show you His wonders... and then shall the world 
see His wonders through you! 

More than once did Naomi lay out before Ruth and Orpha the price of following her. 
More than once did she say, “You will have no husband if you do this. Consider all 
you are giving up being loyal to me!” “And they lifted up their voice and wept again: 
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and Orpha kissed her mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto her.” (Ruth 1:14) Had things 
gone the other way, we would have been reading out of the Book of Orpha, not the 
Book of Ruth, but as it turned out, Ruth decided to be faithful to the decision she had 
made, whereas her sister-in-law, whose NAME MEANS “stiff-necked” in the 
language of the Hebrews, turned away. She followed in the path of the rich young 
ruler, but Ruth desired something more than earthly gain, or even a husband. 

Her deceased husband, it seems, had been a man of faith, for give heed to what Naomi 
told Ruth after Orpha left, “Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, 
and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister-in-law.” (Ruth 1:15) You see, Ruth was 
not merely clinging to her mother-in-law for filial duty alone. Her husband had taught 
her the ways of Yah, and the young widow had come to love all that she had learned 
of the God of Israel. Naomi was the one link she had left to the Heavenly Eather she 
was beginning to adore, and she would not give that up for all the world. 

She could not consent to being left behind in the idolatrous country of Moab while her 
godly mother-in-law departed. “And Ruth said, ‘Entreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goes, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. (Ruth 
1:16) Ruth had seen the example of a faithful life in both her husband and Naomi, and 
she desired what they had! She would rather live destitute and face a fearful future 
than not be like them... We, as Christians, we NEED to be this to the rest of the world. 
Consider the time that Revelation says is just upon us... We need to be the kind of 
powerful, godly people that others will look upon and desire our love, our kindness, 
our peace, our passion; will want all of these qualities so badly that they would be 
willing to brave the time of trouble and even death to obtain them. When we can 
honestly say we are that kind of a people, THEN we will be ready for our Lord’s 
return! 

But to become that kind of a people can be scary at first. Of the 12 spies sent out 
in Numbers 13, 10 returned with lying reports, saying the land could not be taken. 
Only two told the truth, “Let us go up at once, and possess it,” Caleb cried, “for we 
are well able to overcome it!” (Num 13:30) Yes, it’s scary at first, but we MUST 
take that leap, we MUST jump off the cliffs edge... so we can learn to fly. We must 
claim it, we must “calleth those things which be not as though they were” (Rom 4:17), 
and then we will, through Christ, MAKE it true in our lives. That is faith doing what it 
was designed to do... we will walk on water. 

“And what of the things of the world?” you may ask me. “Must we forsake all this for 
that new country?” By “things of the world,” I do not merely mean the promise of 
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riches or security or the approval of one’s church or family. I mean more than this. 
The “things of the world” can also be one’s religious traditions and customs. Is your 
church forsaking the Law of Yah and His holy commandments? Are they saying the 
prophecies of Daniel and John are irrelevant or of low priority? Are they teaching 
erroneous doctrines about some mystical “vanishings” that will occur any day now? 
Do they fail to understand the spiritual nature of the Levitical tabernacle? Do they say 
that Yah does not care about any area of your life, be it DIETC5, language, practices 
behind closed doors? Do they say a child of Yah can continue in sin? Do they keep a 
false Sabbath, instituted by an anti-Semitic civil power? 

If your traditions follow any of these “false gods,” then yes. Like Ruth, you must be 
willing to leave your country for a better one. Yah has promised us eternal life and all 
the amazing blessings that go with it. But like all His gifts. He cannot merely pour out 
His power on us. We would misuse it, as did Lucifer. We would destroy ourselves. 
We MUST be willing to be obedient to His principles, for by this we show ourselves 
responsible enough to handle the awful, awful majesty of the inheritance He has 
promised us. When we do this, not only will we have the everlasting spiritual 
promises at our disposal, but we are promised that we will have all we need in this 
current world as well! 

“Must we forsake all this for that new country?” To answer this another way - not 
always. IF the things we love keep us from the Father’s face, they must be put away. 
There is no question of that. But Yah does not want us to be without the non- 
corruptive pleasures of this world either. Money is not evil. Clothing is not evil, and 
neither is a husband or wife. For consider... Ruth is the one who was willing to give 
up all, including a potential mate back in her home country, to follow Naomi and Yah, 
but SHE is the one who found happiness both in a peaceful rest until the Judgment 
AND while she yet lived! 

While nothing is ever again said of Orpha, Ruth met a gentleman, Boaz, who was both 
godly and wealthy. “So, Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in 
unto her, the Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son.” (Ruth 4:13) The 
pleasures of this world are not evil unless they lead us away from the principles of 
Heaven. The name of Ruth’s son was Obed. Obed later married and had a son named 
Jesse. Jesse’s youngest son bore the name David, who was king over ALL Israel, and 
from him also came the Avatar Himself, Christ Yahshua our Redeemer. Naomi, for 
her faithful example, is considered a member of this illustrious group from whom He 
descended, though not so closely related in blood (Ruth 4:16,17). The meeting of Ruth 
and Boaz is a spiritually significant tale, and I would encourage everyone to read 
through this short book (it’s only four chapters). 
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Though we were onee a strange people, a “Moabitish damsel,” by our former sins and 
inherited, fleshy nature, nevertheless Christ eneourages us, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Mat 11:28) Just as Ruth followed 
all the light she had, and was willing to give up home, wealth, family, possibility of 
marriage and ingrained traditions in order to go where Yah led, so are we to do. So 
MUST we do, if we will be the kind of people Revelation says we will be. Though we 
have given up all the world to take up the cross and follow the Son of man into His 
glorious kingdom, we will also be taken care of along the way. “All these things will 
be added unto you,” the Scripture promises. We need only now claim them. Just as 
Ruth, by virtue of her choice, became ancestress to Christ Himself, so He would later 
say to us, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother.” (Mat 12:50) 

His voice is calling out today and calling out to you. Who will respond? Who will 
say, “I will,” and go? Who will use his/her tongue to speak the possibility of the 
greatest blessing possible unto himself or herself? The universe watches on, eager to 
see who will be the next to awaken. 
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6. Creation vs. Evolution 


Naturally, to see where we are going, we need to know two things: 1) where we are, 
and 2) what direction we are moving in. The surest way to discover this is to pinpoint 
where we came from, and how we got here. I have made references to the term 
“spiritual evolutionists,” and we will examine that in some detail here. Most people 
know what “physical” evolution is, also called scientific evolution, which is not truly 
science at all. Science is a body of knowledge based upon observed facts. This is an 
important aspect about which to remind textbook writers. Nothing even remotely 
resembling the change from one species to another has ever been observed. 

There are plenty of holes in this concept - but primary among them is that evolution is 
passed off as a “theory,” which it isn’t. Theories are based upon evidence, and there is 
none extant for evolution on a scale larger than adaptation within species to 
environmental conditions. To tell the truth, what evolution truly is - is a religion, and 
it WILL keep you from being a true Christian if any hint of it is maintained in your 
philosophy. Why is it a religion? Well, let us define what a religion is: It is a system 
of beliefs based upon faith, which is maintaining that something unseen and unproven 
is true. We can go deeper, adding also that it contains a set of rituals and so on, but at 
the base level, that is the idea. Now let us examine what evolution “theory,” states. 

Evolution believes this: Humans (and whatever we will eventually become) are 
progressively improving over a previous, different state of being. Humans evolved 
from ape-like beings, which evolved from smaller mammals, which came from either 
birds or reptiles, which passed through the amphibian stage on their way up from fish. 
These fish were once smaller water-dwelling creatures which were originally single- 
celled organisms. These organisms came from non-living proteins in a biochemical 
“soup” on early, pre-historic earth. This process, by the way, called “spontaneous 
generation,” has been proven false over a century and a half ago. Of course, for a 
scientist to accept the “unthinkable” truth of Creation is ludicrous, so they must cling 
to their outdated theories until some better explanation comes along. 

But scientists have a much, much worse problem than this. Where did this pre-historic 
earth come from, you ask? Well, here is the thing - “Billions of years ago,” (read: 
“Once upon a time...”) all the matter and/or energy in the universe began to draw 
together. Eventually, it condensed into an area about as small as a dot on this page, yet 
it contained every particle in existence today. This dot began to spin at an impossibly 
fast pace, all the while growing hotter and hotter. This dot finally exploded outwards 
(the Big Bang), and so were made the galaxies, stars, and planets. There are a 
laughable number of scientific problems with this theory (for example, every 
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galaxy/star/planet in the universe would need to spin in the same direction if this were 
the case, as per the conservation of angular momentum law of physics), but here is the 
current point... 

This is an event (if it can be called that), which is both unproven and unprovable. In 
fact, all the evidence we DO have points away from it. So in order to claim evolution 
as being true, evolutionist scientists, and the poor innocent minds they violate on a 
daily basis, need to develop this system of belief based upon faith in this mythical 
event - maintaining that this unseen and unproven process took place (or is even 
possible). If you take a look at the definition of a “religion” above, what do you find? 
“All life came from a rock, and we don’t have any evidence, but it’s true.” That is a 
statement they wish you to accept upon faith. That is a stranger religion that the one I 
hold; only Christianity, my religion, saves. Christianity values human beings as 
individuals with a destiny - a purpose. Christianity alone is based upon evidence: both 
scientific and spiritual. 

So how does this all tie in with last day events? Well, if you knew the truth behind 
WHY the evolution religion is being force-fed to our children, and the effects it has 
had on society, you would know well the true being behind this poisonous teaching. 
What does it have to do with claiming our eternal inheritance? Well, to answer that 
question, I provide here a sermon written over a hundred years ago by an SDA teacher 
named Alonzo Jones. Even then, the spiritual implications of this dangerous new 
heresy were sending up warning flags in the churches of true, fearless Christianity. I 
present here the sermon, unaltered and uncommented, and you will see the effect 
evolution has had upon mankind’s ability to claim the victory over sin and prepare for 
the soon return of our Lord. 

Creation or Evolution - Which? 

I am going to speak this afternoon about evolution. I want you to pay close attention 
and find out for yourselves whether you are an evolutionist or not. First, I will read to 
you what evolution is; then as we follow along, you can see whether or not you are an 
evolutionist. These statements are all copied from a treatise on evolution, written by 
one of the chief evolutionists; therefore, they are all correct, so far as they go, as 
definitions: 

“Evolution is the theory that represents the course of the world as a gradual transition 
from the indeterminate to the determinate, from the uniform to the varied, and which 
assumes the cause of these processes to be immanent in the world itself that is to be 
thus transformed.” 


May God bless you as you obey His voice! 
Revelation 12:17; 14:12 
TheSecondEve@vivaldi.net 



“Evolution is thus almost synonymous with progress. It is a transition from the lower 
to the higher, from the worse to the better. Thus, progress points to an increased value 
in existence, as judged by our feelings.” 

Now notice the particular points in these three sentences: evolution represents the 
course of the world as a gradual transition from the lower to the higher, from the 
worse to the better; and assumes that this process is immanent in the world itself thus 
to be transformed. That is to say, the thing gets better of itself; and that which causes 
it to get better is itself. And this progress marks “an increased value in existence, as 
judged by our feelings.” That is, you know you are better, because you feel better. 
You know there has been progress because you feel it. Your feelings regulate your 
standing. Your knowledge of your feelings regulates your progress from worse to 
better. 

Now I read what evolution is, in another way; so that you can see that it is infidelity. 
Then, if you find yourself an evolutionist, you know at once that you are an infidel: 
“The hypothesis of evolution aims at answering a number of questions respecting the 
beginning, or genesis, of things.'' It “helps to restore the ancient sentiment toward 
nature as our parent, and the source of our life." 

One of the branches of this sort of science, that has come most toward the 
establishment of the doctrine of evolution, is the new science of geology, which has 
instituted the conception of vast and unimaginable periods of time in the past history 
of our globe. These vast and unimaginable periods, as another one of the chief writers 
on this subject-the author of it indeed—says, “is the indispensable basis for 
understanding man’s origin” in the process of evolution. So that the progress that has 
been made has been through countless ages. Yet this progress has not been steady and 
straightforward from its inception until its present condition. It has been through many 
ups and downs. There have been many times of great beauty and symmetry; then there 
would come a cataclysm or an eruption and all would go to pieces, as it were. Again 
the process would start from that condition of things and build up again. Many, many 
times this process has been gone through, and that is the process of evolution-the 
transition from the lower to a higher, from the worse to the better. 

Now what has been the process of your progress from the worse to the better? Has it 
been through “many ups and downs?” Has your acquiring of the power to do the 
good—the good works which are of God— been through a long process of ups and 
downs from the time of your first profession of Christianity until now? Has it 
appeared sometimes that you had apparently made great progress, that you were doing 
well, and that everything was nice and pleasant; and then, without a moment’s 
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warning there would come a cataclysm, or an eruption, and all be spoiled? 
Nevertheless, in spite of all the ups and downs, you start in for another effort: and so 
through this process, long-continued, you have come to where you are today, and in 
“looking back” over it all, you can mark some progress, you think, as judged by your 
feelings-is that your experience? Is that the way you have made progress? 

In other words, are you an evolutionist? Do not dodge; confess the truth, for I want to 
get you out of evolutionism this afternoon. There is a way to get out of it, and 
everyone who came into this house an evolutionist can go out a Christian. So if, when 
I am describing an evolutionist, so plainly that you see yourself, just say so, admit that 
it is yourself, and then follow along the steps that God will give you, and that will 
bring you out of it all. But I say plainly to you that, if that which I have described has 
been your experience, if that has been the kind of progress that you have made in your 
Christian life, then you are an evolutionist, whether you admit it or not. The best way, 
however, is to admit it, then quit it, and be a Christian. 

Another phase of it: “Evolution, so far as it goes, looks upon matter as eternal.” And 
“by assuming” this, “the notion of creation is eliminated from those regions of 
existence to which it is APPLIED.” Now if you look to yourself for the principle 
which would assure that progress that must be made in you as certainly as ever you 
reach the kingdom of God; if you suppose that that is immanent in yourself and that if 
you could get it rightly to work, and superintend it properly when it had been thus got 
to work, it would come out all right. If thus you have been expecting, watching, and 
marking your progress, you are an evolutionist. Eor I read further what evolution is: 
“The doctrine of evolution is directly antagonistic to that of creation... The idea of 
evolution, as applied to the formation of the world, is opposed to that of a direct 
creative volition.” 

That is, evolution, as defined by those who made it-that the world came, and all there 
is of it, of itself, and that the principle that has brought it to the condition in which it 
is, is immanent in itself, and is adequate to produce all that is. This being so, 
“evolution is directly antagonistic to creation.” 

Now as to the world and all there is of it. You do not believe that it all came of itself. 
You know that you are not an evolutionist as to that, because you believe that 
God created all things. Every one of you here this afternoon would say that you 
believe that God created all things-the world and all there is in it. Evolution does not 
admit that; it has no place for creation. 

There is, however, another phase of evolution that professedly is not antagonistic to 
creation. Those who made this evolution that I have read to you did not pretend to be 
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anything but infidels— men without faith—for an infidel simply is a man without faith. 
Even though a person pretends to have faith and does not actually have it, he is an 
infidel. Of course, the word “infidel” is more narrowly confined than that nowadays. 
The men who made this evolution that I have read to you were that kind of men, but 
when they spread that kind of doctrine abroad, there were a great number of people 
who professed to be Christians, who professed to be men of faith, who professed to 
believe the word of God, which teaches creation. These men, not knowing the word of 
God for themselves, not knowing it to be the word of God, but their faith being a mere 
form of faith without the power—these men, I say, being charmed with this new thing 
that had sprung up and wanting to be popular along with the new science and really 
not wanting to forsake altogether the word of God and the ways of faith, were not 
ready to say that they could get along without God, without creation somewhere, so 
they formed a sort of evolution with the Creator in it. That phase of it is called theistic 
evolution; that is, God started the thing, whenever that was, but since that it has been 
going on of itself. He started it and after that it was able of itself to accomplish all that 
has been done. This, however, is but a makeshift, a contrivance to save appearances, 
and is plainly declared by the true evolutionists to be but “a phase of transition from 
the creational to the evolutional hypothesis.” It is evolution only because there is no 
half-way ground between creation and evolution. 

Whether you are one of this kind or not, there are many of them, even among Seventh- 
day Adventists-not so many as there used to be, thank the Lord!—who believe that we 
must have God forgive our sins and so start us on the way all right, but after that we 
are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Accordingly, they do fear, 
and they do tremble, all the time, but they do not work out any salvation, because they 
do not have God constantly working in them, “both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.” Phil. 2:12, 13. 

Now in Heb. 11:3 it is recorded that it is through faith that we understand that the 
worlds were/rame<i—put together, arranged, built- the word of God: so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” The earth which we 
have was not made of rocks; men were not made of monkeys, apes, and “the missing 
link,” and apes and monkeys and “the missing link” were not made of tadpoles, and 
tadpoles were not made of protoplasm originally away back at the beginning. No! 
“The worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear.” 

Now why is it that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear? 
Simply because the things of which these are made did not appear. And the reason 
those things did not appear is because they were not at all. They did not exist. The 
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worlds were framed by the word of God, and the word of God is of that quality, it has 
that property about it, which, when the word is spoken, not only causes the thing to 
be, but causes to exist the material out of which the thing is made and of which the 
thing consists. 

You know also the other scripture, that “by the word of the lord were the heavens 
made, and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth ... for he spoke and it 
was.” Ps. 33:6-9. Upon this I will ask you a question: How long after He spoke before 
the things were? How much time passed after He spoke before the thing was? [Voice: 
“No time.”] Not a week? No. Not six long periods of time? No. Evolution, even that 
which recognizes a Creator, holds that indefinite countless ages or “six long, 
indefinite periods of time,” passed in the formation of the things which are seen, after 
he spoke. But that is evolution, not creation. Evolution is by long processes. Creation 
is by the word spoken. 

When God, by speaking the word, had created the worlds, for this one He said, “Eet 
there be light.” Now how much time passed between the words, “Eet there be light,” 
and the time when the light came? I want you to understand this matter aright so that 
you can find out whether you are an evolutionist or a creationist. Let me ask this 
again. Were there not six long periods of time between the time when the word was 
spoken and the accomplishment of the fact? You say No. Was it not a week? No. Not 
a day? No. Not an hour? No. Not a minute? No. Nor even a second? No, indeed. 
There was not a second between the time when God said, “Let there be light,” and the 
existence of the light. [Voice: “Just as soon as the word was spoken, the light was.”] 
Yes, that is the way it was. I go over it thus minutely, so as to get it firmly fixed in 
your mind, for fear you will let it go presently when I ask you something further. Now 
is it settled that when God said, “Let there be light,” there was not a second of time 
between that and the shining of the light? [Voice: “Yes.”] All right. Then the man 
who allows that any time at all passed between God’s speaking and the appearing of 
the thing, is an evolutionist. If he makes it countless ages upon countless ages, he is 
simply more of an evolutionist than the one who thinks it took a day; he is the same 
thing, but more of it. 

Next, God said, “Let there be a firmament.” And what then? It was so. Then from the 
time that God spoke, “Let there be a firmament . . . and let it divide the waters from 
the waters,” how long before a firmament was there? Was that done instantly? Yes. 
Then the man who holds that there was an indefinite, a very long, period between the 
speaking of the word and the existence of the fact-what is he? An evolutionist. If he 
allows that there was a day or an hour or a minute between the speaking of the word 
and the existence of the thing itself, that man does not recognize creation. 
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When the Lord said, “Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one 
plaee and let the dry land appear,” also when he said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit ... it was so.” Then God set 
two great lights in the heavens and made the stars also, and when He spoke the word, 
“it was so.” He said, “Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that 
hath life, the fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament,” and it was so. 
When God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 
creeping thing, the beast of the earth after his kind,” it was so. When he spoke, it was 
always so. That is creation. 

You see, then, that it is perfectly logical and reasonable enough too for the 
evolutionist to set aside the word of God and have no faith in it, for evolution itself is 
antagonistic to creation. When evolution is antagonistic to creation and creation is by 
the word of God, then evolution is antagonistic to the word of God. Of course, the 
genuine or original, sound evolutionist did not have any place for that word, nor for 
the half-and-half evolutionists-those who bring in creation and the word of God to 
start things. It takes so long a time, such indefinite and indeterminate ages for 
evolution to accomplish anything that it does away with creation. 

The genuine evolutionist recognizes that creation must be immediate, but he does not 
believe in immediate action, and therefore does not believe in creation. Do not forget 
that creation is immediate or else it is not creation, if not immediate, it is evolution. 
So, touching again the creation at the beginning, when God speaks, there is in His 
word the creative energy to produce the thing which that word pronounces. That is 
creation, and that word of God is the same yesterday and today and forever; it lives 
and abides forever; it has everlasting life in it. The word of God is a living thing. The 
life that is in it is the life of God—eternal life. Therefore, it is the word of eternal life, 
as the Lord Jesus said, and on the nature of things it abides and remains forever. 
Forever it is the word of God; forever it has creative energy in it. 

So, when Jesus was here. He said, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit 
and they are life.” The words that Jesus spoke are the words of God. They are imbued 
with the life of God. They are eternal life, they abide forever, and in them is the 
creative energy to produce the thing spoken. 

This is illustrated by many incidents in the life of Christ, as narrated in the New 
Testament. I do not need to cite them all, but I will refer to one or two, so you can get 
hold of this principle. You remember that after the sermon on the mount, Jesus came 
down, and there met him a centurion, saying, “My servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented.” Jesus saith unto him, “I will come and heal him.” The 
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centurion said, “I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my ROOF cg, but 
speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” Jesus turned to those standing 
about and said, “I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel.” 

Israel had the Bible; they knew the word of God. They boasted of being the people of 
the Book, the people of God. They read it; they preached in their synagogues, “My 
word . . . shall accomplish that which I please.” They said, when they read that word, 
that is all right, the thing ought to be done. We see the necessity of it and will do it. 
We will accomplish what it says. Then they did their best to accomplish it. It took 
them a long while, so long indeed, that they never did it. Their real doing of the word 
was so far away that the greatest of them were led to exclaim, “If but one person could 
only for one day keep the whole law and not offend in one point-nay, if but one 
person could but keep that one point of the law which affected the due observance of 
the Sabbath-then the troubles of Israel would be ended, and the Messiah at last would 
come.” So, though they started in to do what the word said, it took them so long that 
they never got to it. What were they? 

There was the word of God, which said, “/r shall accomplish that which I please.” It 
was spoken thus of the creative power. And though they professed to recognize the 
creative energy of the word of God, yet in their own lives they left that all out, and 
said. We will do it. They looked to themselves for the process which would bring 
themselves to the point where that word and themselves would agree. What were 
they? Are you afraid to say, for fear you have been there yourself? Do not be afraid to 
say that they were evolutionists, for that is what they were, and that is what a good 
many of you are. Their course was antagonistic to creation; there was no creation 
about it. They were not made new creatures; no new life was formed within them; the 
thing was not accomplished by the power of God; it was all of themselves; and so far 
were they from believing in creation that they rejected the Creator and crucified Him 
out of the world. That is what evolution always does, for do not forget that “evolution 
is directly antagonistic to creation.” 

Now these were the people upon whom Jesus looked when He made this statement 
about faith in Israel. Here was a man who was a Roman, who had grown up among 
the people who were Jews, and who set at naught the teachings of Jesus. That 
centurion had been around where Jesus was, and seen him talking, had heard His 
words and had seen the effect of them, until he himself said. Whatever that man 
speaks is so; when He says a thing, it is done. Now I am going to have the advantage 
of it. So, he went to Jesus and said what is written. Jesus knew perfectly well that the 
man had his mind upon the power of His word to do that thing, and He replied, very 
well, I will come and heal your servant. O no, my Lord, you do not need to come. You 
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see this man was testing the matter to see whether there was any power in the word or 
not. Therefore, he said, “Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” Jesus 
replied, “As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.” And his servant was healed. 
When that word went forth, “50 be it done unto thee,” how long before their man was 
healed? Twenty years? No. Did not he have to go through many ups and downs before 
he was certainly healed? Honest, now? No, no! When the word was spoken, the word 
did the thing that was spoken, and it did it at once. 

Another day Jesus was walking along and a leper some distance from Him saw and 
recognized Him. He, too, had got hold of the blessed truth of the creative energy of 
the word of God. He said to Jesus, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Jesus 
stopped and said, “I will; be thou clean. And as soon as He had spoken, immediately 
the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” Mark 1:41,42. We are not 
allowed to put a moment of time between speaking of the word and the accomplished 
fact: '"Immediately” the leper was cleansed. 

Now you see that the word of God at the beginning of creation had in it the creative 
energy to produce that thing which the word pronounced. You see that when Jesus 
came into the world to show men the way of life, to save them from their sins. He 
demonstrated, over and over again, here and there and everywhere, to all people and 
for all time, that that same word of God has that same creative energy in it yet; so that 
when that word is spoken, the creative energy is there to produce the thing. 

Now are you an evolutionist or are you a creationist? That word speaks to you. You 
have read it; you profess to believe it. You believe in creation, as against the other 
evolutionists; now will you believe in creation as against yourself? Will you put 
yourself upon that platform today where you will allow nothing to come between you 
and the creative energy of that word? 

Jesus said to a certain person, “Thy sins are forgiven.” How long before it was so? 
There was no length of time whatever between the word “forgiven” and the thing. 
That same word, “Thy sins are forgiven,” is spoken to you today. Why do you let any 
time pass between this word, which is spoken to you and the accomplishment of the 
thing? You said a while ago that anybody who let a minute, or even a second, pass 
between the speaking of the word of God and the production of the thing is an 
evolutionist. Very good; that is so. Stick to it. Now I ask you. Why is it that when He 
speaks forgiveness to you, you let whole days pass before forgiveness gets to you, 
before it is true in you? You said the other man is an evolutionist. What are you, I 
want to know? Are you going to stop being evolutionists and become creationists? 
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This day will be one of special importance to many here, because it is a time when 
many will decide this question one way or the other. If you go out of this house an 
evolutionist, you are in danger. It is to you a matter of life or death just now. You said 
that evolution is infidelity and that is so; therefore, if you go out of this house an 
evolutionist, where do you stand? What is your choice? And if you go out of this 
house without the forgiveness of sins, you are an evolutionist, because you allow time 
to pass between the speaking of the word and the accomplishment of the fact. 

From what I have read, you see that whoever lets any time pass between the word 
spoken and the thing done, is an evolutionist. The word of God to you is, Man, “thy 
sins are forgiven thee.” Woman, “thy sins are forgiven thee.” [Elder Corliss: “Didn’t it 
say, thy sins shall be forgiven?”] No, sir. “Thy sins are forgiven thee”-present tense, 
with an emphasis. “Thy sins are forgiven.” I thank God this is so, because the creative 
energy is in that word “forgiven” to take away all sin and create the man a new 
creature. I believe in creation. Do you? Do you believe in the creative energy that is in 
the word “forgiven” spoken to you? Or are you an evolutionist and do you say, I 
cannot see how that can be, because I am so bad? I have been trying to do right, but I 
have made many failures. I have had many ups and downs and have been down a 
good many more times than up. If that is what you say, you are an evolutionist, for 
that is evolution. 

Many people have been longing and longing for a clean heart. They say, “I believe in 
the forgiveness of sin and all that and I would take it all, if I was sure that I could hold 
out, but there is so much evil in my heart and so many things to overcome that I do 
not have any confidence.” But there stands the word, “Create in me a clean heart.” A 
clean heart comes by creation and by no other means; and that creation is wrought by 
the word of God. For He says, “A new heart also will I give you and a new spirit will I 
put within you.” Are you a creationist now or are you an evolutionist? Will you go out 
of this house with an evil heart or with a new heart created by the word of God, which 
has in its creative energy to produce a new heart? It speaks to you a new heart. To 
everyone it speaks just that way, and if you allow a moment to pass between the 
speaking of the word and the new heart, you are an evolutionist. When you allow any 
time to pass between the word spoken and the fulfillment of that thing in your 
experience, then you are an evolutionist. 

There are those in this house who have said. Yes, I want it. I am going to have it. I 
believe the word will accomplish it, but they have lengthened out the time until the 
next meeting and on and on, passing over years, and so they are just this many 
evolutionists. “While so many are hovering about the mystery of faith and godliness, 
they could have solved the matter by proclaiming [speaking abroad, telling it out], “I 
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know that Jesus Christ is my portion forever.” The power to produee this is in the 
word of God, and when this is aceepted, the creative energy is there producing the 
thing that is spoken. So, you can settle the whole matter of the mystery of faith and 
godliness by proclaiming that you know that Christ is your portion forever. 

There is a mystery in how God can be manifest in such sinful flesh as yours. But, 
mind you, the question is not now about the mystery, the question is. Is there such a 
thing as creation^ Is there such a thing as a Creator, who can create in you a clean 
heart? Or is the whole thing simply evolution? Just now and among Seventh-day 
Adventists, the question from this day until the end of the world must be, do you 
believe in the Creator? And when you believe in the Creator, how is it that He 
creates? Of course, you say, it is by the word of God. Very good. Now does He create 
things for you by His word? Are you a creationist for the other evolutionists and then 
an evolutionist for the other creationists? How is it? 

Another thing. The word says, “Be ye clean.” He said, back yonder, “Let there be 
light, and there was light.” He said to the leper, “Be thou clean,” and “immediately” 
he was clean. He says now to you, “Be ye clean,” and what now? Every one of you— 
what do you say? [Voice: “It is so.”] Then for your soul’s sake put yourself upon that 
creative word. Recognize the creative energy in the word of God which comes to you 
in the Bible, for this word of God in the Bible is the same here to you today that it was 
when it spoke into space the worlds on high and brought light out of darkness and 
cleansing to the leper. That word spoken to you today, if received, creates you brand 
new in Christ Jesus. That word, spoken in the dark waste and voice space of your 
heart, if received, produces there the light of God; that word spoken today to you 
afflicted with the leprosy of sin, if received, immediately cleanses you. Let it. Let it. 

How shall I be clean? By the creative energy of that word, “Re ye clean.” Therefore, it 
is written, “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” John 
15:3. Are you? Will you from this moment be a creationist? Or will you go on being 
an evolutionist? 

See what a blessed thing this is. When you read the word, receive the word, and think 
upon the word, what is it to you all the time? O, it is creation! The creative energy is 
in you producing the things which the word speaks, and you are living in the very 
presence of the power of creation. Creation is going on in your life. God is creating in 
you righteousness, holiness, truth, faithfulness-every good and gracious thing. 

And when this is so, your Sabbath-keeping will amount to something, because the 
Sabbath is a memorial of creation—the sign that He who observes it knows the Creator 
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and is acquainted with the process of creation. But as certainly as you are an 
evolutionist, your Sabbath-keeping is a fraud. 

Unless you recognize the word of God day by day as a creative energy in your life, 
your Sabbath-keeping is a fraud, because the Sabbath is a memorial of creation. It is 
“a sign between me and you, that [by which] ye may know that I am the Lord your 
God,” the Creator of all things. 

In the second chapter of Ephesians, eighth to tenth verses, we read, “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works 
lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

You need not expect to get any good works out of yourself. You have been trying. 
The evolutionist tries and is always trying without accomplishing it. Why go about 
trying to do good works when you know you fail? Listen. There will never be any 
good thing in you of any kind whatever from now till the world’s end, except it 
is created there by the Creator Himself, by His word, which has in it the creative 
energy. Do not forget that. Do you want to walk in good works when you go out of 
this house? It can be done only by being created in Jesus Christ unto those good 
works. Stop trying. Look to the Creator and receive His creative word. “Let the word 
of God dwell in you richly,” then those good works will appear; you will be a 
Christian. Then, because you live with the Creator and are in the presence of the 
creative energy, you will have that pleasant, quiet peace and genuine strength and 
building up that belong to a Christian. 

When He tells you that “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them,” then recognize 
the Creator, recognize only the good works that are created in you, paying no 
attention whatever to any work that is not created there, because there is nothing good 
but what is created by the Lord. 

Now you are created new in Christ Jesus. He says so. Thank Him that it is so. What! 
Will you be an evolutionist on that verse? That is the present tense, “We are his 
workmanship.” We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Are you? The word 
is spoken. It is the creative word. How much time are you going to allow between that 
word of God and your being created new? Of the creation in the beginning, you said 
that any man who allows even a minute to pass between the word and the thing is an 
evolutionist. What are you now as to this word of God, which creates men in Christ 
Jesus unto good works? Are you an evolutionist herel Come, let us all be creationists. 
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Do you not see that in this way it will not require a long, tedious wearing process to be 
made ready to meet the Lord in glory? So many people are looking at themselves. 
They know that, on the nature of things it must take them an exceedingly long time to 
get fully ready to meet Him. If it is done by evolution, it will never be done. But when 
it is done by creation, it will be both surely and quickly done. That word I have before 
referred to is the word everyone here may take to himself. “While so many are 
hovering about the mystery of faith and godliness, they could solve the matter by 
proclaiming abroad [by telling it out], ‘Jesus Christ is my portion forever.’” 

Do you see how much we have been evolutionists? Shall we quit? Come now, let us 
be creationists and be done with it. Let us be Sabbath-keepers truly. Let us believe the 
Lord. He speaks forgiveness. He speaks a clean heart. He speaks holiness; He creates 
it. Let Him create it in you. Stop being an evolutionist and let that creative word work 
for you, let that creative energy work in you, that which the word pronounces, and 
before you leave this house, God can get you ready to meet Him. Indeed, in that very 
thing you do meet Him. And when you have thus met Him and do thus meet 
Him every day, are you not then ready to meet Him? Do you believe that? You 
believe He made the worlds when He spoke, that light came by His word when 
He spoke, and that the leper was “immediately” cleansed when he spoke, but 
with yourself yo\x think considerable time must elapse between the time when the 
word is spoken and the fact is accomplished. So, why will you be an evolutionist? 
Creation, creation-that is the thing. 

You and I are to call people to the supper; we are to say to all people, “Come, for all 
things are now ready.” How can I call to a man that all things are now ready, when I 
myself am not ready? It is a falsehood to start with. My words will not reach him. 
They are but an empty sound. But O, when there is in that call the creative energy of 
the word that has made us ready, that has cleansed us from sin, that has created us 
unto good works, that holds us as the sun is held in the course which God has marked 
ovX-then when we go forth and say to the world lying in wickedness, “Come, for all 
things are now ready,” they will hear. They will hear in the call the tones of the voice 
of the Good Shepherd, and will be cheered to come to Him for creative energy for 
themselves, to make them new creatures and prepare them for the supper to which 
they have been called. 

This is where we are in this world’s history. God’s mark is being set upon the people. 
But remember. He will never set His mark upon one who is not cleansed from every 
defilement. God will not set His seal to something that is not true, that is not good. 
Would you ask Him to set His seal to righteousness that is altogether 
unrighteousness? You would not have the face to do that. You know that He is too 
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righteous to do such a thing. Then He must cleanse you so that He can put His seal to 
His own work. He cannot put His seal to your work. His seal belongs only to a 
document which He Himself has approved. Let Him write His character upon your 
heart and then He can set His seal there. He can write His seal of approval upon your 
heart, only when His creative word has accomplished its purpose in your heart. 

You can see in what a Presence we are; you can see in a measure how long it would 
take half to exhaust such a subject as this. But, brethren, when we do stop, let us stop 
in the presence of creation. Let us be no more evolutionists. Let not a moment pass 
between the word of God spoken to you and the accomplishment of the thing in you. 
Thus, living in the presence of creation, walking with the Creator, upheld by creative 
power, inspired by the creative energy-why, with a people such as that, God can 
move the world in a little while. 

If at the beginning you thought this was a queer subject for such an occasion as today 
[it was the closing service of the week of prayer] you can now see that it is a strictly 
present truth. There are only the two ways. There is no halfway ground. Every man 
and woman in the world are either a creationist or an evolutionist. Evolution is 
infidelity; it is death. Creation is Christianity; it is life. Choose Creation, Christianity, 
and Life, that you may live. Let us be creationists only and creationists forever. And 
let all the people say. Amen. 

Alonzo T. Jones 
Review and Herald 
2/21/1899, 2/28/1899, 3/7/1899. 

What more need be said? Shall we then be Creationists? Do we now see more clearly 
the meaning and application of the Seventh Day Sabbath? Are we preparing to meet 
our Lord Yahshua when He shall return? If you do this, letting the work 
of Creation be done IN you and THROUGH you but not BY you. 
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7. The Two Pauls : Christian Perfection 


Scripture records much of Yahweh’s dealings with His servants and enemies alike in 
the pages of the Bible. Even the most beloved characters, like Elijah and King David, 
have both their triumphs and their shortcomings faithfully set down in a record that 
will last until the end of time. This has been a source of great encouragement to those 
who believe that they have been “too evil” to draw near to Christ, and also for those 
who, due to errors in judgment have found themselves in lamentable circumstances. 
Yahweh is patient with His children, and ever seeking to elevate us “unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” (Eph 4:13) 

Unfortunately, some will use these infallible records as license to justify their own 
continued failures; indeed, some believe it is not necessary to step into the perfection 
offered to us by the death and resurrection of the Messiah (Mat 5:48) because, “Even 
David sinned after knowing God.” However, Paul speaks to people who would use the 
mistakes of others to justify sin in their own lives: “And thinkest thou this, O man, 
that judges them which do such things, and does the same, that thou shalt escape the 
judgment of God? Or despises thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But 
after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasures up unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; who will render to every 
man according to his deeds.” (Rom 2:3-5) If we judge the actions of others as sinful, 
yet we walk in the same way, not learning from their mistakes, we are surely 
despising the patience of Yahweh. In other words. He was patient with them, and He 
is longsuffering with us, BUT - that goodness and forbearance is given for one 
purpose: to give us time to see our errors and to sincerely repent. Only those who have 
hard and impenitent hearts, the apostle writes, would so deliberately treasure up wrath 
against themselves by ignoring the nature of this gift of time. 

This forbearance in no wise sets aside the blessed promise that, “Whosoever is bom of 
God doth not commit sin; for His seed remained in him: and he cannot sin, because he 
is born of God.” (IJohn 3:9) If we remember that John’s use of the word “sin” speaks 
to motive {anomia, lawlessness - IJohn 3:4), and not to “a transgression of the law,” 
as the phrase is often translated, we understand that there is a difference between sins 
committed in ignorance, and sins committed with a purposeful intent of rebellion. 
(Lev 4:2, Lev 5:15, Num 15:24) Life can be given for these sins which we are 
ignorant of, or surprised into, (1 John 5:16) but for sins that we do purposefully, using 
the failures of others to consciously justify - these are the result of a heart that is 
neither regenerate, nor bound for Heaven. Such a one, given to licentiousness, needs 
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to not only repent of the specific sins themselves, but also to be converted to the way 
of Christ. 

The question which should be asked is: is David our example? Is Elijah our example? 
It is written of those who will most perfectly reflect the Messiah to the world - the 
144,000: “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. 
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed 
from among men, being the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb.” (Rev 14:4) Even to 
those who were alive and died well before this time, Paul said, “Be ye followers of 
me, even as I also am of Christ.” (ICor 11:1) The Messiah only is our example; and 
we who live after that most perfect example was given have the blessed opportunity to 
walk fully in that light. Again in Romans it says, “For the invisible things of Him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.” (Rom 
1 : 20 ) 

This demonstration of the Godhead in the life of Christ removes any excuse for willful 
sin. He Himself said of those who continued (and taught continuance) in known 
wrongs, “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they 
have no cloke for their sin.” (John 15:22) This is why in Acts it is written, “And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commanded all men everywhere to 
repent.” (Acts 17:30) We, who have Christ living in us in a way not described in 
Scripture before the Cross (Gal 2:20) are given the grace, and the faith to grasp it, to 
make all the promises of Yahweh of full effect, for “If thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth,” (Mark 9:23) yes - even the purity of life that 
Heaven offers to us. 

But Paul said he was an example also, didn’t he? We read his statement in ICor 
11 above, and again he says, “Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.” (Phil 3:17) This can be confusing to 
some, because Paul makes this statement in the same chapter: “Not as though I had 
already attained [the resurrection of the dead - vs. 11], either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus.” (Phil 3:12) Does Paul’s statement that he is not “already perfect” give us an 
excuse for sin? Surely not, for he says right after, “Let us therefore, as many as BE 
perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you.” (Phil 3:15) 

This is not a contradiction. In the Greek from which these verses were translated, two 
different words for “perfect” are used. When Paul says he is not “already perfect,” that 
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is the Greek word teleioo, which means “to carry through completely, to be brought to 
an end.” In other words, Paul still had more to learn, and to grow into. The Messiah’s 
parable of the harvest is applicable there. In Heaven’s eyes, the walk of sanctification 
is, “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” (Mark 4:28b) At 
every stage, however, the corn is perfect according to the second definition of the 
word that Paul uses. When he writes, “as many as be perfect,” that is another related 
word, teleios, which means, “wanting nothing necessary to completeness.” Some of 
the various definitions do overlap, but the distinction, and the reason for the two 
different words, should be clear. The true Christian lacks nothing necessary for 
completeness, and has a heart perfectly dedicated to righteousness, even while 
he CONTINUES C5 to grow to the complete form of perfection, “teleioo.” 

When Christ said “be perfect” it was this second kind: a perfection of motive, and a 
lack of no virtue, to which He was referring in Mat 5:48. So will the promise be 
fulfilled in believers, “Thou shalt be perfect with Yahweh thy Elohim.” (Deu 18:13) 
Paul concludes his talk on perfection by saying, “and if in anything ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.” (Phil 3:15b) Here again is the 
longsuffering of Yahweh revealed, which is to lead us to repentance, as he points out 
most clearly in his letter to the Romans. Paul is fully consistent on this point. 

There is, however, one place in Scripture that people will hold up as a shield to this 
consistency. They will say, “But even Paul, after conversion, did things he knew to be 
wrong.” And I will ask, “Where?” knowing exactly what they will say next. 
Invariably the reply comes back confidently: “Romans 7.” 

The key to understanding Romans 7 is to read it in its right place. That is to say, it 
should not be separated from Romans 6 in front of it, and Romans 8 behind it. For 
example, Romans 7 falls quite naturally between the following two statements: “What 
shall we say then? Shall we CONTINUE C5 in sin, that grace may abound? God 
forbids. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 
Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” (Rom 6:1-4) And: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. So, then 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the 
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man has not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of His. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” (Rom 8:1,8,9,13) 
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Both before and after, Paul points out that a person walking in the “newness of life” is 
dead to sin, and does not commit it any longer - a thought John would echo many 
years later. The Gospel had not changed in all that time, and has not changed 2000 
years from the penning of these lines. The purpose of Romans 7 was not a declaration 
of Paul’s continued sinfulness - no, it was a demonstration of the power of Yahshua 
to cleanse sin, which is in the flesh (as opposed to the spirit). 

Paul begins Romans 7 with the following analogy: “For the woman which hath an 
husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, 
she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be 
dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man.” (Rom 7:2,3) He then APPLIES C5 this to the law of sin, and the law of 
liberty in Christ: “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the 
body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from 
the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the 
motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit 
unto death.” (verses 4,5) 

He is about to speak of two Pauls, here in Romans 7. In verses 4 and 5, the apostle 
introduces a time element. Those in Christ are “become dead” to sin, but “while we 
were in the flesh” we were still married to the “old man” and not free to be married to 
another, that is Christ. These statements have confused many people, and those who 
wished to justify continued sin, even while claiming to be “saved” have wrested the 
Scriptures of Paul’s writings “to their own destruction,” as Peter foretold. (2Peter 
3:15,16) But the Scriptures ask us pointedly, “Will ye steal, murder, and commit 
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods 
whom ye know not; and come and stand before me in this house, which is called by 
my name, and say, ‘We are delivered [saved] to do all these abominations?”’ (Jer 
7:9,10) 

We need to understand the time element of Romans 7 before it will fit properly into 
the setting of chapters 6 and 8. The purpose of that chapter is to point out two major 
issues: 1) sin comes from the temptations that affect our flesh, and 2) while we are in 
bondage to this flesh, we are not free to be married to Christ. Therefore, Paul is 
speaking of his pre-conversion experiences, while he was under the law, before he 
died to that way of thinking and became a Christian. 

This is clearly illustrated if we take the chapter. The time element introduced in verses 
4 and 5 (then under the law, now become dead to the law) is carried forward to show 
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Paul’s experience. To summarize the events: Paul thinks he can be justified by 
obedience to the law “wherein we were (past tense) held.” (verse 6) He discovers that 
the holy law also speaks to motives, such as lust, (verse 7) He finds himself convicted 
by the Spirit according to that standard of holiness and discovers that he is worthy of 
death, (verses 8-12) He discovers that although he wants to obey with his spirit, his 
flesh prevents him. (verses 14-17) He re-iterates that this sin is a fleshy phenomenon, 
found in the body’s members and related to the desires that are unconquered and 
unconquerable in the unregenerate sinner, (verses 18-23) Finally, he laments his 
condition, and cries out in desperation, “O wretched man that 1 am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” (Rom 7:24) 

If the chapter and chain of thought ended there, we would be leaving Paul in a sad 
condition indeed. However, there is one more verse in Romans 
7 ant/a CONTINUATION of the thought in chapter 8.Romans 7:25 reads, “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin.” If we left it there, those who oppose the good news of 
victory over sin would say, “See, even after this conversion, where he is set free by 
Christ, he still serves sin ‘with the flesh.’” And this is true, however we must read the 
first line of Romans 8 also. Paul did not break his letter into chapters, but expected it 
to be read as a continuous treatise. If we read Romans 7, and end at chapter 25, going 
to bed secure in our sinfulness, we have set at naught the very purpose of the book of 
Romans. 

Romans 7:25 and 8:1 taken together, as they were originally set forth, read, “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I serve the law of God, but 
with the flesh the law of sin. There is therefore NOW no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Here, Paul 
brings his readers back to his present condition. While he has been set free by Christ, 
his flesh is still sinful, and temptable. However, because of the One who did indeed 
deliver him from the body of death, he now no longer walks after (obeys) that flesh 
which still serves the law of sin. He is now brought into the image of Christ, who 
“was in all points tempted like as we are, yet (in spite of this) without sin.” (Heb 4:15) 

Yes, we will continue to be tempted until we receive our new and uncorrupt bodies, 
however the flesh is subject to the spirit now, for those who have been set free in 
Christ. All of Romans 8 is a “victory march” for those who conquer the flesh by the 
power of the Spirit, thus pleasing God, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God.” (Rom 8:14) 
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There is something we can do that will most strikingly demonstrate the difference 
between the two Pauls (the unconverted one in Rom 7 and the converted one in 
chapters 6,8 and every other letter he writes). We need only list the characteristics he 
attributes to himself in the chapter in question and contrast them with the 
characteristics he attributes to himself everywhere else. The following table will most 
dramatically show a difference between the Paul of the past, who was under the law 
and therefore not free to marry Christ, and the apostle who writes confidently, 
“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing.” (2Tim 4:8) There is a “great gulf fixed” (Luke 16:26) 
between those in Christ and those in the world, and only by a true death, the death of 
conversion, can the shores of life be reached from the pit of destruction. 


Pre-Conversion Paul 
(Romans 7) 

Post-Conversion Paul 
(Romans 6, 8, etc.) 

Dead in sin (Rom 7:9) 

Alive in Christ (Rom 6:10, 8:2, Gal 2:20) 

Carnal (Rom 7:14) 

Spiritual (Rom 8:4,12; ICor 14:37) 

Bound to sin (Rom 7:5,23) 

Walking after the Spirit (Rom 6:7,18; 8:1, 

Gal 5:25) 

Not in control of himself (Rom 7:16-20) 

In control of his actions (Rom 6:12, 

ICor 9:27, Gal 5:23) 

Condemned by the Law (Rom 7:7-9) 

In harmony with the Law/under Grace 
(Rom 6:14,8:1; ITim 1:8) 

In pain of spirit (Rom 7:24) 

At peace (Rom 8:6, Phil 4:11) 

Feeling guilt/hatred for his actions (Rom 
7:15) 

With clear conscience (Rom 8:16,9:1; Acts 23:1) 

Member of the Body of Sin (Rom 7:24) 

Member of the Body of Christ (Rom 6:23, 

ICor 12:27) 

Nothing good dwelling in him! (Rom 7:18) 

Christ dwelling in him! (Rom 8:9, 2Cor 1:10, 

Col 1:27, Gal 2:20) 


This brief table shows a vast difference between the two Pauls, and the time element 
introduced into his letter (in Romans 7:4,5 and 8:1) explains the reason for this quite 
clearly. The same Gospel of the freedom in Christ which converted him from an 
angry, insecure Pharisee to the gentle apostle who wrote with tears and anguish to 
those who were perverting the message of salvation and using it to justify their sinful 
actions (2Cor 2:4) is the same Gospel being taught today by the Bride of Messiah. 
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May a proper dividing of the Scriptures reveal the true Gospel of Christ as taught by 
Paul and the Apostles - freedom from sin in Christ Yahshua. “Jesus answered them, 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, whosoever committed sin is the servant of sin, and the 
servant abided not in the house for ever: but the Son abided ever. If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.’” (John 8:34-36) 
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8. A Chat Transcript about Romans Chapters 1-8 


Qinael: Alright, I think we are ready to begin... 

Zahakiel: All right. Would you like to start us with a prayer, then? 

Qinael: Okay. 

Father, we come before you humbly this day asking your blessing upon us and our 
fellowship... 'We ask that your presence be with us, and that we all be in the spirit of 
the New Moon, meekness, humility, and self-searching. We pray that our hearts and 
minds be open to receive all that you have for us, and that it be a blessing to all that 
take part. In Yahshua’s name, amen. 

Zahakiel: Amen :) 

Rachel: Amen. 

Barbara: Amen. 

Pastor: Amen. 

Tiffany: Amen. 

Crystle: Amen. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Zahakiel: I was asked if I could go over Romans 7 , to look at what Paul was really 
saying in that very-familiar passage of Scripture. I’ve already written a couple of 
articles that deal with that chapter, specifically the one or two verses that are often 
used to cast doubt on the Victory message, and so I will draw a little from those. At 
the same time, what I want to do is run through the main ideas in all of the book of 
Romans, so we will see beyond a shadow of a doubt the common thread that runs 
through all of Paul’s epistle. 

Essentially, then, this will be a summary and discussion of the book of Romans, at 
least up to chapter 8, with special attention being paid to the last three chapters. You 
will see, by looking at the Book as a whole, exactly how the thoughts flow together. 

I had planned also to share with you some of my recent readings about the contents of 
1 John, which has also been discussed recently, since it deals with the same topic. But 
as Romans is such an important study, and so is 1 John, I may do with that Book next 
month what I am doing with Romans now, and that way we may understand 
everything as fully as we can. 
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Zahakiel: Everybody okay with this? 

Qinael: Yes. 

Barbara: Yes. 

Zahakiel: Okay. So then here are the highlights of Romans 1-8 , and feel free to 
follow along in any Bibles you have handy, because I won’t simply read the Book 
through, and will skip some verses. But if, at any time, there are questions that are 
relevant to what we’re looking at, please ask. If there are any questions not very 
related, please hold unto them and we can deal with them after the formal meeting. 

So let’s begin. 

Zahakiel: Paul starts the letter by introducing himself and saying that he is writing 
about the Gospel of Yahweh. Specifically, “Concerning His Son Yahshua the 
Messiah, our Lord, which was made of the Seed of David according to the flesh; And 
declared to be the Son of Yah with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.” ( Romans 1:3 , 4) 

He then begins, almost immediately, speaking about the power of the Gospel itself, 
the Good News that was revealed from Heaven through the Son. He explains that the 
Gospel is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.” ( Romans 1:16) 

The phrase “to the Greek” is important, and Paul has begun by saying that the 
message is for “all nations” up in verse 5. Romans speaks to the universality of the 
Gospel, that it is for everyone, as we will see in the chapters coming up. It talks about 
the sacrifice of Christ being for all men, and Paul stresses this in the rest of Chapter 1. 

He explains that Yah has revealed Himself in visible ways to everyone, not just the 
Jews, and so those who turn to idolatry have no excuse, and he describes in some 
detail the results of turning from the worship of the One True God to “corruptible 
man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” (verse 23) 

The results of this, as he describes them, include all manner of unrighteousness, 
homosexuality, covetousness, murder, disobedience to parents... Yes, this one is listed 
right alongside “haters of God” and betrayers. It is not a small matter to the Father 
that humans respect their parents and elders. 

Zahakiel: But as bad as these things are in those who have never heard the Good 
News, Paul turns in chapter 2 to speak of those who should know better. He 
writes, “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judges: for 
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wherein thou judges another, thou condemns thyself; for thou that judges does the 
same things.” (Romans 2:1) 

Essentially, if we judge the things listed in chapter 1 to be unrighteous, yet do them, 
we stand under our own condemnation - and it is as Christ said, “by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” ( Matthew 12:37) , 
and “He that believeth on [Christ] is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” ( John 3:18) 

So, Paul writes, “And thinks thou this, O man, that judges them which do such things, 
and does the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?” ( Romans 2:3) Now, 
he is speaking of willful sin. 

Zahakiel: Now yes, Paul is writing to those who are attending a Church; the question 
then is... are these to whom this specifically APPLIES actually converted yet? That is 
answered as we read further... 

Paul goes on, and I will repeat verse 3 for the full thought, “And thinkest thou this, O 
man, that judges them which do such things, and does the same, that thou shalt escape 
the judgment of God? Or despises thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance 
and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasures up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” ( Romans 2:3-5) 

Zahakiel: Now, there is a great difference between those who read the Bible, and 
those who believe in the victory over sin reading the Bible. Through the promises of 
Christ, we see it plainly... Paul is writing to say that those who are committing willful 
sin have not yet found repentance (they are “impenitent”). They are in fact harboring 
up wrath in the judgment unless they allow the “goodness of God” to lead them to the 
place where their hearts will change. 

The chapter goes on to declare that this same principle applies to both Jew and 
Gentile, just as the Gospel - which is the cure for this condition - applies to both. 

Zahakiel: Everyone understanding so far? 

Qinael: Yes. 

Barbara: Yes. 
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Zahakiel: Let me sum it up: Here we see the intentions of Paul’s letter eoming 
through, he is setting a eontrast between those who deliberately eommit aets of 
unrighteousness, and those who have reeeived the Gospel in faith. And it doesn’t 
matter if the individual is Jewish or Gentile aceording to the flesh. 

The promises given to Abraham, Paul eoneludes in Chapter 2, belong to anyone who 
follows the faith of Abraham, “For he is not a Jew whieh is one outwardly, neither is 
that eircumeision, which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew which is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God.” ( Rom 2:28 , 29) 

Chapter 3 CONTINUES this theme for a time, and it begins to focus on the fallen 
state of man who has not yet found the truth. Paul writes, “As it is written, ‘There is 
none righteous, no, not one; there is none that understand, there is none that seeked 
after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.’” ( Rom 3:10 - 12) “Therefore by the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin.” (verse 20) 

And now, after Paul has set the stage by talking about the depravity of man, he 
proceeds on to one of his most quoted (and misquoted) verses. He gives us the good 
news - “But now the righteousness of Yah without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of Yah which is by 
faith of Yahshua the Messiah unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no 
difference: Eor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified 
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Yahshua.” (verses 21 - 
24) 

Zahakiel: That most-misquoted verse is 23 , which reads, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” Often, very often, we come upon people who read 
that as, “for all sin and come short of the glory of God.” It may be true that “none ... 
seeketh after God” of his own power, yes... but immediately afterwards Paul provides 
the solution, that “apart from the law” Christ manifested to us the love of the Father. 

Now, this does not mean that the love He showed does away with the law, although 
some have used it that way. It means that according to the law, we should all be 
destroyed, but “apart from the law” or beyond what the letter of the law would allow, 
Yahweh allowed us repentance, salvation through the sacrifice of Another. Again, this 
is necessary to ALL, both Jew and Gentile, and Paul has been setting the stage for this 
since chapter 1, because “all have sinned.” 
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We, having inherited the sinful nature of Adam, were born with a tendency toward 
evil and not good. This is the reason why none seek Yah on their own. Some believe 
that nothing changed in our spirits, in the nature of man, when our First father sinned, 
but that is contradicted by the fact that God’s own creation can no longer seek Him 
without divine assistance. This was not the “very good” plan that was intended. 

So here Paul says, “all have sinned,” thus all need a Savior. It does not say 
all CONTINUE to sin, certainly not willfully, because Paul just spent almost an entire 
chapter explaining that those who continue in willful sin after hearing the truth have 
set themselves up for wrath. These people need to repent and be converted, not “work 
on it” until they get their lives up to some imaginary standard, they set for themselves. 
Yahweh’s standard is perfection, and He has given us the Perfect Gift by which we 
may lay claim to it. There is no other way than to accept it, claim it and then live it. 

Zahakiel: Because of this, and specifically because of this, Paul concludes chapter 3 
saying that we cannot boast of our own works or achievements. No matter how much 
we may improve or get better outwardly, we cannot be justified by what we do, 
whether we have heard the Gospel or not. “Where is boasting then? It is excluded [left 
out]. By what law? Of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore, we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. Do we then make void the 
law through faith? God forbid yea, we establish the law.” ( Rom 3:27 , 28 , 31) 

Now, those who teach that the 10 Commandments are passed away have a real 
problem here. See what Paul is explaining. When we become converted, when we 
accept Christ into our lives, we acknowledge that the law is binding. It is only because 
the law is the standard of righteousness vs. sin that there IS “sin” from which we need 
to be saved. If the Cross had made the Law void, conversion itself would have no 
effect, because conversion establishes that the law cannot be changed, and that we are 
guilty of transgressing that very law. And about what “law” is Paul talking here? As 
we will see shortly in chapter 7, it is the very law expressed in the Decalogue. 

Zahakiel: Are there any questions so far? I want to make sure everyone understands 
that point... because it can be subtle. 

Qinael: I am following. 

Zahakiel: When we are converted, we are actually admitting that the law is valid, 
because that is what makes us “guilty.” 

Barbara: Ok. 

Dumah: Yeah. 
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Pastor: Yes. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Crystle: Yes. 

Rachel: David, who did he write this letter to? 

Zahakiel: He wrote it to the members of the Church in Rome. 

Rachel: Oh. 

Zahakiel: To summarize what we’ve looked at so far, we are in Chapter 3. Paul 
begins by speaking about the Gospel, and explaining that by God’s Spirit in the world, 
men are without excuse for sin. And this goes especially for those who know better, 
who know the law and understand what God’s principles of right and wrong are. He 
discusses the fact that “all have sinned,” and so all need a Savior, and he continues in 
this way through chapter 3, preparing readers for what he discusses next, the fallen 
nature of man. 

We concluded chapter 3 by showing that Paul’s statement “we establish the law” 
points out that those who are converted are assenting to the law as binding. This is 
because it is by the “law” that men are shown to be guilty, and it is the law that 
defines sin vs. righteousness. But there is more to be said on that, as we look at 
chapter 4. 

Chapter 4 makes the point that although the law makes us guilty, it is not obedience to 
the law that saves us. Solomon tells us, “That which is crooked cannot be made 
straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.” ( Ecclesiastes 1:15) 

Understand this clearly, once someone transgresses the law, he becomes guilty of the 
law. If I kill someone and then I decide it was a bad idea, and promise never to kill 
anyone else again, I have still committed a crime, and I cannot avoid the punishment 
simply because I decide to obey after that point. Those who try to be righteous before 
the Father without fully accepting the Son are trying to do just that. 

In Chapter 4 Paul points out that Abraham was justified by faith, not by works such as 
circumcision, which was a physical sign of his covenant with the Almighty. Abraham 
went through a great trial, and displayed great faith, “He staggered not at the promise 
of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to the Almighty; And 
being fully persuaded that, what He had promised. He was able also to perform. And 
therefore, it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake 
alone that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
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believe on Him that raised up Yahshua our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” ( Romans 4:20-25) 

Now here is where the faith of Abraham is like the faith of Yahshua by which we live. 
Abraham made the promises of Yahweh his “reality.” He could not see how his son 
would give him descendants, because he was about to sacrifice him. Yet even though 
he did not see how it could happen, he believed anyway, because God promised. 

Paul is showing great skill here in the way he writes... drawing from examples and 
then flowing forward to his point. Many who hear the victory message turn away, 
because they cannot “see” how they will be able to obey the rest of their lives. Yet if 
Yahweh was able to resurrect His Son, and if necessary, to resurrect Isaac, what do we 
have to fear, or what reason have we to doubt, if we choose to become dead to self? 
What our Father has promised. He is able to perform. If we believe that, then just like 
Abraham it will be imputed (or accounted) to us for righteousness. Abraham is held 
up in this chapter as an example for Christians. 

Zahakiel: Chapter 5, a beautiful chapter, then goes into the blessings of accepting the 
Gospel, the benefits of having true faith. “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have 
peace with Yahweh through our Lord Yahshua the Messiah.” ( Rom 5:1) 

And not just peace, we have also joy in the glory of Yah (verse 2), glory even in trials 
(verse 3), experience and hope (verse 4), confidence and love in our hearts, (verse 5) 
He goes on to say that these gifts are completely underserved, “But Yah commended 
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” ( Romans 
5:8) 

And here is the great “Equation of Salvation,” “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned,” (Rom 5:12) and “if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Yahshua the Christ, hath 
abounded unto many.” (verse 15) He says it again two verses later to make sure we 
don’t miss it: “For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 
one, Yahshua the Christ.” (verse 17) 

Zahakiel: Is everyone understanding this? Here is corporate accountability. 

Qinael: I am, yes. 

Israfel: :-) Yes, I am. 

Zahakiel: Is anyone not understanding this? 
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Barbara: Still reading. 

Dumah: It says, “in that all have sinned”... 

Mark C.: Yes, I understand. 

Dumah: So, the corporate aspect is via the influence of the sinful actions; and 
salvation comes through the influence of Yahshua’s righteous actions. Does that 
sound corporate? 

Rachel: David, you lost me when you said, “here is corporate accountability.” 
Zahakiel: Okay, I will explain that term next. 

Rachel: Thank you. 

Mark C.: What is “Yahshua’s?” 

Zahakiel: “Yahshua” is Jesus. So Yahshua’s righteousness is His righteousness :) 
Mark C.: In what language? 

Zahakiel: Aramaic, Hebrew, and English :) It is a name. 

Qinael: “Jesus” is a Romanized Greek form of the name of the Son of God... The 
actual name being “Yahshua” in the language of the time. 

Zahakiel: Now... here is “corporate accountability”: 

Adam was our spiritual head, and therefore although only one man sinned, all who 
were under his authority became guilty, and suffered consequences. Through one 
man’s disobedience, death reigned over many, so we are corporately accountable. 

Now, Christ is called the “last Adam,” by the same author in his letter to the 
Corinthians ( ICor 15:45) , and so we see that humanity may have a new “head” under 
which the willing can gather. Paul talks about this in Ephesians, when he says, “For 
the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church: and He is 
the Savior of the body.” (Eph 5:23) 

Again, through the disobedience of one, death was appointed to many. So, by the 
obedience of One, life may be appointed to many. That is what the term means. 
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Zahakiel: I can give a brief example here for clarity. In Acts 2, only the “heads” of 
the Jewish nation crucified Christ. Yet we find Peter speaking to them all, saying they 
had become guilty of the act. Thus, they needed baptism, and repentance, although 
they did not individually commit the sin. It is not merely “death,” but guilt - the guilt 
that leads to death - that comes from following a fallen head, in spiritual things. You 
do not repent of death; you repent of sin :) 

Rachel: What if they did not know? 

Zahakiel: The Jews? They did not know. But when they were told, they knew. 
Dumah: If we don’t protest sin and leadership who sin we become guilty of their sins. 
Zahakiel: Exactly. 

Rachel: Like a lot of SDAs today, a lot of them may not know their leaders have 
fallen. 

Zahakiel: Right. So that is why we’re telling them, Rachel :) If it didn’t matter, there 
would be no need for “Protestants.” 

Zahakiel: Okay, now... Chapter 5 talks about the way salvation works, as we have 
been seeing. Through Adam, all have come to need a Savior, and through Christ, the 
“Last Adam,” all have obtained the grace of the Father, and may be resored to the 
image of Yahweh. Chapter 5 ends with the thought, “That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Yahshua 
the Messiah, our Lord.” (Rom 5:21) 

Now we see that life comes to us through “grace,” that undeserved gift that most of us 
saw illustrated during the recent study at the Camp Meeting. But now Paul takes this 
idea of grace and runs with it into the next chapter. He begins with an important 
statement: “What shall we say then? Shall we CONTINUE in sin, that grace may 
abound? Yah forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 
( Romans 6:1 , 2) 

Paul then gives the reason why sin cannot be present in a believer He writes that “[as] 
many of us as were baptized into Yahshua the Messiah were baptized into His 
death,” (verse 3) and the significance of this is that, “our old man is crucified with 
Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin: 
for he that is dead is freed from sin.” ( Romans 6:6 , 7) 
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Those who accept grace take part in Christ’s “death” so that we can take part in His 
resurrection. But by taking part in His death, the part of us that “dies” with Him is the 
“old man” that sins, the tendency we inherited in Adam to walk after the flesh and not 
the Spirit. Again, this speaks to mankind’s spiritual nature, not merely a biological 
condition of being susceptible to death. Paul goes into that in more detail with Chapter 
8, so we won’t touch on it too heavily here. 

But basically, what he lays out in Chapter 6 is the divine principle that frees us from 
sin. The wages of sin is death, as he writes in the last verse of this chapter, and so we 
must die. The beauty of salvation is that we may receive the life of Christ in exchange 
for the life of sin. 

Chapter 6 is a teaching on this principle, and some other key verses are: “Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto Yah through 
Yahshua the Christ, our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof.” (verses 11, 12) And “For sin shall not have 
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall we 
sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbids.” (verses 14, 15) 

Zahakiel: Paul is laying out the plan of salvation carefully, gradually. First 
(beginning with Ch. 1) he takes away the excuse for sin everywhere in the world, then 
he takes it away especially for those who have already heard the Gospel. Next, he 
presents the benefits of the truth, showing that it leads to peace, joy, glory, and 
eventually eternal life. He then explains how it works, that by entering the hope of the 
resurrection, you also enter into the death of Christ, and by doing so you become 
“dead to sin.” Being so dead, according to the gift of grace, we are no longer in our 
“old man” that follows the flesh. 

This is the confidence with which Paul then speaks to those whom he would have 
enter into this death: “1 speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your 
flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 
unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What 
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? For the end of those 
things is death. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” (Rom 6:19-22) 

Zahakiel: Now, some take passages like this, and say, “Paul is writing to converted 
Christians, and he says they have yielded to sin, so therefore converted Christians may 
occasionally sin.” But now that we’ve been looking at Romans as a whole and seen 
the progress of Paul’s thoughts, we can see the flaw in that argument. 
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I do not write letters to pastor Chiek saying, “Give your life to Christ.” No, he has 
already done that, and therefore if I write a letter to him it isn’t just to waste ink (or 
eleetrons). The faet that Paul needed to lay out the Gospel from its very foundations to 
the Romans indicates that he is trying to instruct those who are ignorant of the facts. 
The Book is included in the Bible to testify of Christ, and His power in our lives, and 
the instruction Paul is writing is for those who have “erred from the faith” (as in 1 
Timothy 6:21) that the Apostles taught, either because they never heard the full story, 
or misunderstood something. 

Not everyone in the early Church came in understanding all the teachings. In fact, 
some like Apollos had not understood many things, and some had not even heard of 
the Holy Spirit. (Acts 19:2) Aside from that, we see that the members who accepted 
the admonitions had these yielding placed strictly in the past, and they are “now 
ashamed” of their previous actions. Basically, we cannot take instructional letters to 
congregations and claim that those being instructed are the models for our own 
understanding in the last days. No, rather we must take the instruction itself and say, 
“This is the way it is to be.” And in Christ, this is the way it is. 

Zahakiel: And now we turn to Romans 7, that greatly controversial chapter. With the 
foundation of Chapters 1-6, and the promise of Chapter 8 and beyond to come, we 
need only CONTINUE the flow of Paul’s thought, and we can be assured we will see 
things in their true light. Romans 7 begins with an often-ignored Time Factor, and 
we’ll go line by line if necessary so we can be sure we have a full understanding. 

Paul writes, “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that 
the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? For the woman which hath an 
husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, 
she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be 
dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man.” ( Romans 7:1-3) 

Zahakiel: Let me know when you are finished reading that. 

Qinael: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Barbara: Finished. 

Israfel: Done. 

Dumah: <nods.> 
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Zahakiel: Okay. Paul lays out a principle, which will become the foundation for his 
argument in the rest of the chapter. The principle is this, that according to the law, if a 
woman enters union with a man while she already has a husband, she is an adulteress. 
But, if her first husband has died, she may marry another and be innocent. Now, he 
takes that and APPLIES it to sin and Christ. He says, “Wherefore, my brethren, ye 
also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to 
another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God.” (verse 4) 

So Christ is like a “second husband,” who longs to have us, but as long as we live by 
the law of sin and death, we are not free to be joined to Him. As long as we seek to 
justify ourselves, we are under the authority of the law. If we commit known sins, we 
are under the penalty of the law. Either of these means we are “alive to the law” and 
joined to it by the nature of our humanity, and we cannot lawfully marry another. 

Zahakiel: And now, having both laid the principle and showed how he applies it to 
sin and Christ, he sets the stage: “For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, 
which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But 
now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we 
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” (verses 5, 6) 

Zahakiel: This is the time factor. There are two “times” being referenced Romans 7 : 

1) When we were in the flesh, and 

2) When we are delivered from the Law. 

Tiffany: Can you explain a little more? 

Zahakiel: All right. Verses 5 and 6 point out that there are two “times” about to be 
discussed. There was a time when we “were in the flesh,” and our sins, which are 
pointed out as sins by the law “work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” 
See that? And in the following verse he points out the second “time,” “but now we are 
delivered from the law.” And by being delivered we are dead to it, as if a 
first MARRIAGE was ended. Then, as the principle he uses follows, we are free to 
marry Christ. 

Zahakiel: Now, ITl quote verse 7, and you will see which of these two times are 
being expounded in the rest of the chapter: “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
God forbids. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, ‘Thou shalt not covet.’” ( Romans 7:7) 
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This is Paul coming to know the nature of “lust.” Paul, as you know, had some very 
violent tendencies when dealing with the Church before his conversion, but a 
statement made by Christ Himself to the author reveals that more was going on than 
was revealed at face value. We read this of Saul’s conversion - after he was knocked 
off his horse by the light from Heaven, “he said, ‘Who art thou. Lord?’ And the Lord 
said, ‘I am Yahshua whom thou persecute: it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.’” (Acts 9:5) 

That expression, “kick against the pricks,” was a saying that meant to offer useless 
resistance. Paul’s course of action had been one of resistance against the Gospel, and 
we read of a very real struggle that was going on in Romans 7 until he was delivered 
from the “old man,” or as he terms it there in a later verse, the “body of death.” 

Mark C.: Paul was in the “flesh” time. 

Zahakiel: Right, exactly. And we see that expressed even more clearly in the verses 
that follow. When he accepts the conviction, we read in the following verses: “But 
sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of 
concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the law 
once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the 
commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking 
occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the law is 
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” ( Rom 7:8 - 12) 

Crystle: What is “concupiscence?” 

Zahakiel: It means like a strong desire, a craving. 

Now, do you remember what I said before about conversion a little while ago? At 
conversion we are agreeing that the law is binding, because we are admitting that we 
are guilty of the transgression of the law (sin) and thus need to accept the Savior to 
live. We read in these verses of Paul going through exactly that process. He then 
says, “Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbids. But sin, that it 
might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the 
commandment might become exceeding sinful.” (verse 13) 

This is important, because some might simply say, “Well, if we are convicted of sin 
by the law, the easiest thing to do is simply get rid of the law, then we won’t be 
guilty.” That may be true of some human laws, but Yah’s laws frame the entire 
creation... if you exist in this universe, those laws APPLY; and there’s no changing 
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them. The law is “good” because it points out sin, and in fact it reveals sin in its true 
light, an offense to a loving God, and a rebellion against His Kingdom. 

By the way, Paul’s reference to the law saying “thou shalt not covet” reveals that he is 
speaking of the 10 Commandments, not the “law of love” that some say replaced the 
10. The Law of Love in the New Testament is the foundation for the Decalogue (Mat 
22:40), and sums it up (Romans 13:9), but it does not replace anything. The law has 
always existed to show us what sin (expressed in transgression) is, and thus its 
opposite: love (expressed in righteousness). 

“Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which 
ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning. Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true 
in Him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. (i 
John 2:7 , 8) The commandment to love is not new, but old... though John explains it 
as “new” to us, because the darkness is past, and we are able to receive it in a “new 
light,” so to speak. Thus, it is both “new” and “old,” but it is the same as it always 
was, and we can only truly define “love” in the godly sense by the Commandments 
through which they are expressed. 

Zahakiel: But now here is where the “trouble” may begin in Romans. The next verse 
reads, “For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under 
sin.” ( Romans 7:14) 

The question we must now ask ourselves is this: There are two timeframes: 1) When 
we were in the flesh, and 2) When we are delivered from the Law. To which of these 
is Paul referring? 

You can get it right from the statement itself. Paul speaks of the unconverted as being 
“in the flesh,” and those who are converted being “not” in the flesh, as we’ll shortly 
see. But here he says, “I am carnal,” which means exactly: “I am of the flesh.” 

Mark C.: Paul is speaking of the flesh. 

Zahakiel: Right. It can’t be any other. Yes, he is now speaking using present tense 
verbs, but this is often the case in the New Testament... so the only way we can be 
sure is to look at the timeframe being referenced. It should be obvious to us that 
Paul’s statement, “but I am carnal, sold under sin” lets us know without controversy 
when this takes place. Those who are converted, as he said in verse 6:7, are “freed 
from sin.” Again, remember that he wrote of those who accepted the Gospel, “Being 
then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” ( Rom 6:18) 
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Now, here is where eontext solves the problem. One who is eonverted is not “sold 
under sin.” And as I mentioned, Paul says to eonverts, “But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit,” in the next ehapter ( Rom 8:9) . I gave an example like this to Luke onee 
when we were diseussing this ehapter: “Yesterday, I got out of bed and went outside. 
As I open the door, I see that it is a bright day, so I take a walk around the bloek and 
go baek inside.” 

Mark C.: There is a term for this sort of narrative using present tense. This form of 
storytelling was common in the Greek language. 

Zahakiel: Right. And I just gave an example in English above. The tense does not 
establish the “when” of those incidents, but rather the fact that you already know I am 
speaking about “yesterday.” 

Mark C.: Sounds pretty good. 

Zahakiel: The same thing takes place in Romans 7 - Paul has begun to describe 
“when we were in the flesh, [and] the motions of sins, which were by the law, did 
work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” And he lets us know exactly 
when he switches back into present tense... but it hasn’t happened yet. He has been 
speaking all along of the “fruit unto death” as we shall see climaxed way down in 
verse 25, but now he is just building up to it. 

“For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that 
do I. If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now 
then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that 
is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.” (Rom 7:15-19) 

Zahakiel: Let me know when you have read this. 

Barbara: Done. 

Pastor: Finished. 

Mark C.: Ok. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Israfel: Done. 

Qinael: Done. 

Zahakiel: Okay. Now, here is the matter: If we do not begin with the foundation laid 
all the way from Chapter 1, through Chapter 6 to get here, these verses cancel out all 
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the promises that Christ left us. Paul here is saying, “I have no eontrol, I ean’t do a 
thing right, and in faet I don’t even know how.” But Paul, the very Paul who authored 
this says that one of the fruits of the spirit is “temperanee,” or self-eontrol. 

Peter tells us that a believer must be “sober” and “watehful.” In every book, Christians 
are exhorted to do good, to perform righteousness; not beeause this will save them, 
but beeause it is our nature in Christ both to do righteousness, and to encourage others 
to do righteousness. There is verily a change in man, and we’ll talk about that shortly. 
Hebrews tells us, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 
( Heb 10:24 , 25) 

In my article “ The Two Pauls ,” I make a table of the things Paul says about himself 
in Romans 7 , and the things he says about himself in Romans 8 and other places, 
where he is talking about life after conversion (and he says so, as we will shortly see). 


Pre-Conversion Paul 

(Romans 7) 

Post-Conversion Paul 

(Romans 6, 8, etc.) 

Dead in sin (Rom 7:9) 

Alive in Christ (Rom 6:10, 8:2, Gal 2:20) 

Carnal (Rom 7:14) 

Spiritual (Rom 8:4,12; ICor 14:37) 

Bound to sin (Rom 7:5,23) 

Walking after the Spirit (Rom 6:7,18; 8:1, Gal 5:25) 

Not in control of himself (Rom 7:16- 
20) 

In control of his actions (Rom 6:12, ICor 9:27, Gal 
5:23) 

Condemned by the Law (Rom 7:7-9) 

In harmony with the Law/under Grace (Rom 
6:14,8:1; ITim 1:8) 

In pain of spirit (Rom 7:24) 

At peace (Rom 8:6, Phil 4:11) 

Feeling guilt/hatred for his actions 
(Rom 7:15) 

With clear conscience (Rom 8:16,9:1; Acts 23:1) 

Member of the Body of Sin (Rom 7:24) 

Member of the Body of Christ (Rom 6:23, ICor 12:27) 

Nothing good dwelling in him! (Rom 
7:18) 

Christ dwelling in him! (Rom 8:9, 2Cor 1:10, Col 
1:27, Gal 2:20) 


Zahakiel: In Romans 7 , Paul is writing of a miserable state. He has seen that the law 
convicts him of sin, and the one about covetousness appears to have wounded him 
most deeply, and he writes, “Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in 
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my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members.” ( Rom 7:19 - 23) 

Dumah: :) “The evil which I would not, that I do” would conflict with “be not 
deceived he who does unrighteousness is unrighteous,” if Paul were speaking literally 
of his status. 

Zahakiel: Right. <nods.> And also the concept of self-control and freedom. So when 
we read these, again we have to ask ourselves if Paul, who claims that one who has 
died with Christ is “freed from sin,” is now turning around and saying, “But I’m still a 
captive, because of the law of sin in my body.” 

Now yes, it is possible to take the concept of “freedom” too far, and many have. We’ll 
talk about those very briefly. There are those who, like the ones John had to correct in 
his letters, had come to believe that in the freedom from sin, they were somehow 
made holy of themselves. 

The results of this doctrine took shape in two different ways. First, some came to 
believe that whatsoever they did was made holy because they were holy. Nothing 
would corrupt their spirits, because they were “once-saved-always-saved,” in an 
absolute sense, and it was to these John wrote, “Little children, let no man deceive 
you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as [God] is righteous. He that 
committed sin is of the devil; for the devil sinned from the beginning. For this 
purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil.” ( 1 John 3:7 , 8) This is the verse Kimberly mentioned. 

Conversion changes our hearts, and destroys the “works of the devil,” both in the 
world as a whole, and in the lives of the believers. Those who claim to have the faith 
of Yahshua, yet do the “works of the devil,” have been deceived and are deceiving 
themselves. 

Zahakiel: The second way an extreme view of the teaching of this freedom shows 
itself is similar, but subtly different. Some believe they are elevated to a place 
spiritually where they cannot be tempted with evil. Thus, whatever they desire to do, 
they are free to do. The first view makes all things that are evil “good” to the believer; 
this second view states that only good things come to the believer as opportunities, 
even if it appears to be evil on the outside. “If I want to do something, it means it must 
be good.” 

Dumah: Is there an example of the latter deception in the scriptures? 
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Zahakiel: There is an example of teachings against it :) This second view is rebutted 
by the words of the apostles in such places as this: “But the end of all things is at 
hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.” ( 1 Peter 4:7) And here in Paul’s 
words: “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” ( 1 Corinthians 9:26 , 27) 

Now in 1 Corinthians this is clearly not a “pre-conversion Paul” talking, because the 
chapter is speaking of his ministry as an apostle - nevertheless, we find that sin still 
dwells “in the flesh” of a convert; thus the flesh is not made holy until the 
resurrection/translation, when this Scripture is fulfilled: “In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” ( 1 Corinthians 15:52) 

Dumah: Oh, I thought of a verse against it: “everyone is tempted” when he is led 
away by his own lusts... of course a Christian’s seed will remain in him. [cf. James 
1:14 . 1 John 3:91 

Zahakiel: <nods.> Right. And we see from the verse in 1 Corinthians that he must, 
even in his converted state, “bring [his body] under subjection.” There is no “holy 
flesh” until the resurrection or translation. 

Dumah: :) Good thing or all who are honest about being tempted would feel lost. 
Zahakiel: Certainly. 

Now returning to Romans 7 , where we see Paul struggling with conviction and sin... 
we next read what appears to be the climax of the narrative: “O wretched man that I 
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” ( Rom 7:24) Those who come 
to the Cross all have this cry, in one way or another. But we must understand this, 
they do not go away from the cross still crying this. 

Pastor: Amen. 

Zahakiel: We read the parable of the two men in the Gospels: “Two men went up into 
the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are: 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I 
give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up 
so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful 
to me, a sinner.’ I tell you; this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
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other: for every one that exalted himself shall be abased; and he that humbled himself 
shall be exalted.” ( Luke 18:10 - 14) 


Dumah: He was self-deceived and absorbed in his own righteousness. 

Zahakiel: The first man, yes. But many, reading this parable, seem to have the second 
man, the publican, going back to his house still beating his breast - yet Christ says the 
man was “justified.” If we believe that “Yah is no respecter of persons,” then we 
believe that we also became justified when we fell before the Cross and confessed that 
yes, the law makes us guilty, and yes, the law cannot be changed... therefore yes, I 
need Christ to save me from this body of death. 

If we have accepted Christ, if we have truly humbled ourselves before Him, we need 
not CONTINUE to cry, “Who shall save me?” No, we begin to rejoice that we have 
found One who has saved us, who has borne the penalty for our sins. 

Pastor: Hallelu-YAH! 

Zahakiel: <smiles.> And this is exactly what Paul does :) He immediately answers 
his own desperate question. He asks, “Who shall deliver me from this body of 
death,” and immediately he answers: “I thank Yah through Yahshua the Christ, our 
Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law 
of sin.” ( Romans 7:25) 

Zahakiel: Two major teachings are found in this verse: 

1) Christ is the One who saves men from the state Paul describes in Romans 7 , about 
that there should now be no question, for we have examined the time in his life of 
which he has been speaking - a time when he found himself guilty by the law. 
Conviction had set in most sharply, and he sought in vain to find a way to be made 
right, for he knew he was condemned. Remember this, because it’s important. 

2) The principle I mentioned above is expressed even here, that we are not given “new 
flesh,” but a new “mind,” or as other verses say, a clean heart and right spirit. ( Psalm 
51:10) Conversion is a change in the heart and the spirit... from what we once were, to 
what we become in Christ. 

The Messiah, who had a perfect spirit and heart, was “in all points tempted like as we 
are,” (Hebrews 4:15) and the reason why should be obvious from Romans 7 . It is 
spelled out in the next chapter. Yahweh sent His Son “in the likeness of sinful 
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flesh,” (Romans 8:3) and we read that even for a convert, the flesh is subject to the 
law of sin. 

But now it becomes important to understand what it means to say, “with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Does this mean that 
we continue to commit acts of sin, if with the flesh we serve the law of sin? Again, 
Paul immediately answers the question - but to obtain the answer, we must realize 
something about the Books of the Bible :) 

The concept of the chapters and verses in the Scriptures did not occur until relatively 
recently. In 1227 the Books were placed in chapters for ease of study, and the verses 
were not added until the sixteenth century. The first publication of a Bible with both 
chapters and verses in the Old and New Testaments was 1555. It is interesting, and 
fortunate, that the Jewish scholars submitted to this “Christian” innovation, because it 
makes it a lot easier for there to be a standard set of divisions now, among all groups 
that use the Bible. But now, this is relevant because we must understand that Paul did 
not intend for his readers, or hearers, to take a pause at Romans 7:25 - he wouldn’t 
even know what “7:25” meant. We must keep reading. 

Paul writes, “I thank Yah through Yahshua the Christ, our Lord. So then with the 
mind I serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Yahshua, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Yahshua hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.” ( Romans 7:25 ; 8:1 , 2) 

Now, that makes quite a difference. Paul does not leave us with the thought that man, 
through his flesh, serves the law of sin without qualifying it very carefully. Yes, 
man’s flesh remains sinful until the coming of Christ, but there is no condemnation in 
spite of this fact... and why? Because, though the flesh exists, and CONTINUES to be 
subject to sin and temptation, we do not “walk after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” In 
other words, we who are converted do not follow the promptings of the flesh, but 
“walk after” or “conduct ourselves,” as the word means, according to the leadings of 
the Spirit. 

Zahakiel: This is possible, verse 2 says, because Christ has made us free. No, we are 
not slaves to what the flesh prompts us to do. It is there, and we acknowledge it is 
there; this is the reason we must be “sober and watch,” but at the same time we are 
confident in the way the Spirit leads us. Notice also that Paul begins chapter 8 with a 
time factor - “now.” There is therefore “now” no condemnation. He has said what he 
intended about his struggle, he has shown his crying-out for the Savior, and the 
Savior’s answer. 
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Remember, in Romans 7 he was convicted by the Spirit, and was condemned by the 
“body of death.” But now, he directs us to the result... to the life after Romans 7. He 
changes the timescale again, to speak about what is currently happening in the life of a 
redeemed human being. 

Zahakiel: Are there any questions before we look at this last chapter we are studying 
today? 

Barbara: None here. 

Mark C.: Nope. 

Dumah: I’ve heard people say that Rom. 7:25 means you can serve the law of the 
God with your mind while your body is serving the law of the flesh, but connecting it 
to Rom 8:1 ,2 makes that impossible. 

Zahakiel: People say all sorts of things about Romans 7 :) But right; this is why I said 
what I did about there being no chapters when Paul wrote the letter. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Zahakiel: He did not intend for us to stop at 7:25 and see that as the full idea. In fact, 
remember that these letters were read out to the congregation in voice. One person 
stood up and read the scroll from beginning to end... they couldn’t help but take it all 
in at once. And as they had a better DIET c? back then, probably... they could handle it 
all at once :) 

Dumah: Wow. 

Zahakiel: Okay, so we have seen Chapter 8:1, 2 speaking of the freedom that is ours 
when we do accept Christ and receive a way of escape from condemnation. The 
“freedom” of which he speaks is that, although we may be in bodies of sinful flesh, in 
Christ we walk not after that flesh, but after the Holy Spirit by which the Son lives in 
us. Here the author underscores it: “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (verses 3,4) Here is the end of 
Paul’s struggle. 

Recall that obedience to the law does not reverse disobedience. What “the law could 
not do” was make Paul righteous in the sight of the Father, even if he felt guilty, and 
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convicted, and decided to try to obey “through the flesh.” The law cannot fix what is 
broken, it can only point out what is whole, and what is corrupt. 

Qinael: It sounds something like what we use doctors for... to diagnose, but never to 
cure. 

Zahakiel: Ah, that is a good parallel :) 

Qinael: An x-ray can’t fix your broken bones... but it can show you what needs to be 
fixed. 

Zahakiel: Actually, it is a very good parallel. I cannot think of the last time doctors 
really “cured” something. They prescribe treatments that “work on it.” But with the 
laws of health, and prayer, we can get to the cause... and cure it. 

Now, regarding the law... We understand that obedience cannot fix what has already 
been broken. And I quoted Solomon earlier saying that what is crooked cannot be 
made straight. But our Father, knowing this, and loving us anyway, sent His Son to 
pay the penalty and fix what was broken. He is the “end of the law for 
righteousness.” ( Rom 10:4) 

Probably the most quoted verse of the Bible lets us know, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” ( John 3:16) 

Zahakiel: What the law could not do the Son did, and He condemned sin “in the 
flesh” by overcoming it through the Spirit. And now, what Paul has been pointing out 
John says this way: “He that saith he abided in Him ought himself also so to walk, 
even as He walked.” (l_Jqlm^;6) Paul’s next few verses point out the importance of 
understanding this freedom in Christ, freedom from the law of sin in the flesh. It is not 
“optional” for those who are professing Christianity, for if we do not understand it and 
accept it, we are not “free” to marry Christ. 

Paul writes, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they 
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but 
to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So, then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God.” ( Romans 8:5 - 8) Here, Paul seems to almost 
adopt the style of his fellow apostle John, and he repeats himself several times, in 
different ways, because this is a particularly important point, and one that non- 
victorious Christians have overlooked or diluted. 
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Those who are in the flesh do the “works of the flesh.” Those who are in the Spirit 
have the “fruit of the Spirit.” Christ said, “A good tree eannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither ean a eorrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” ( Mat 7:18) And a short while later 
He presents us this very ehoice: “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else 
make the tree eorrupt, and his fruit eorrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.” (Mat 
12:33) 

After telling us the truth about this, that those who follow the promptings of the flesh 
cannot please the Father, Paul says something very significant: “But ye are not in the 
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” ( Romans 8:9) Although Paul just 
spent some time explaining that Christians still have a sinful flesh, he now says, “but 
ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.” This isn’t a contradiction :) The answer was 
found back in Romans 6 , where Paul says, “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Yahshua the Messiah, our 
Lord.” ( Rom 6:11) 

In the same way, the principle is used when Paul writes, “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight.” ( 2 Corinthians 5:7) You remember the example of Abraham in Romans 4 ? 
Abraham could not “see” how Yah’s promise would be fulfilled... but he believed the 
promise anyway. In the same way, we may “see” that we are in the flesh, but 
nevertheless we walk after the Spirit. “The just shall live by faith.” ( Rom 1:17b , Gal 
3:11b) The place where that passage appears in 2 Corinthians is very important, by the 
way, because in that same chapter he writes, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2 
Cor 5:17) 

Can you see how there is one consistent thought here, throughout Romans and into his 
other letters? 

Pastor: The doctrine is “Rock solid”. 

Zahakiel: <nods.> It appears in some form or another in just about every epistle. 

Mark C.: Well, it seems pretty good from what I have seen so far. 

Zahakiel: <nods.> And we can establish it still further in Romans 8 . This idea of faith 
vs. sight has wide applications to the victory and beyond. We are not “in the flesh,” 
although to our sight it is obvious. Where our true life and being is, is in the Son, and 
we live according to His Spirit and not the flesh. This is the same argument Paul used 
before the philosophers in Athens, saying, “That they should seek Yahweh, if haply 
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they might feel after Him, and find Him, though He be not far from every one of us: 
For in Him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets 
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’” ( Acts 17:27 , 28) The focus was different 
but the idea is the same - through Christ we live, no matter who we are; but in the 
convert specifically, this life is poured out most abundantly and transforms us by His 
Spirit into His image. 

Continuing, we read, “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Yahshua 
from the dead dwell in you. He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” (verses 10, 11) 

Again, if we have entered His death, and like Him have considered the body dead, we 
die to sin, and perform it no more. Then, when this operation of grace is 
accomplished, we have the assurance that the same loving Father who raised Christ 
from the dead so raises us, and thus we have everlasting life. “Therefore, brethren, we 
are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die, but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (verses 12 - 
15) 

Here is a hard saying to many these days, and it points out that the way is indeed 
straight and narrow. The world of Christianity is full of people who say, “But the flesh 
overcomes me from time to time,” or “We all fall short.” Paul tells us that those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are His sons - and not anyone else. While the argument 
might be attempted that a Christian can be led by the Spirit sometimes, and the flesh 
other times, what did Christ say? “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” (Mat 7:18) There is a choice all men must 
make: Will they be a good tree or a corrupt tree? Will they CONTINUE g as they 
were, in the oldness of the man of sin, or will they die (through the grace of Christ) 
and be reborn as those who walk after the Spirit? 

There is a death between the two - so how can one resurrect the “man of sin” every 
now and then? 

Pastor: The “wise man” who built his house “on the Rock” always does the will of 
the Father. 

Zahakiel: Right:) 
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Dumah: Yahshua will not be joined to a harlot. If we are still alive to the law, we are 
not married to Yahshua. 

Zahakiel: Right, not to a harlot... or to a “zombie.” Adventists and some others 
understand that the “dead know not anything,” ( Ecclesiastes 9:5) therefore it is 
impossible to say that we are alive sometimes and dead sometimes... no, conversion is 
a more powerful thing than that. “Old things are passed away [dead]; behold, all 
things are become new.” 

Dumah: When I say, “alive to the law,” I mean that we are under its penalty if we sin. 

Zahakiel: Right. Or even just trying to justify ourselves by obedience to the law. 
These are two ways to be “alive to the law.” 

We are almost finished... but there are a few things that are key remaining in Romans 
8. The next few verses continue to draw a sharp contrast between the Romans 
7 mindset and the freedom found after Christ delivers us from the body of death. We 
see a widening chasm between the pre- and post- conversion Paul. He writes, “For ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of ADOPTION, whereby we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” (verse 15) And again, “Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.” (verse 21) 

Zahakiel: Now, do not let the “shall be delivered” trip you up either :) Paul is not 
saying we must wait to be delivered from the commission of sins. The next verse 
says, “For we know that the whole creation groaned and travailed in pain together 
until now.” (verse 22) What the apostle is talking about here is the pain that comes 
from the consequences of sin. Though we walk in the Spirit now (as the first half of 
the chapter says repeatedly) we must still wait to “see” the ultimate deliverance, when 
the sinful flesh is shed, and we are fitted for Heaven. 

The proof of this comes in the next verse: “And not only they [the elements of all 
creation], but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body.” (verse 23) 

Now we can be assured our understanding is correct. Our lives are ordered after the 
spirit now. We are set free from sin now. We are the Sons of Yahweh now, and we do 
not commit known transgressions. But yes, we are still awaiting something, we are 
still groaning for something - “the redemption of our body.” This is the “blessed 
hope” of the Christian, and while we claim it in faith, we look for it with an “earnest 
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expectation” when Christ shall return according to His precious promises. “For we are 
saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hopes for?” (verse 24) 

Zahakiel: But while we wait, the rest of Chapter 8 is quick to encourage. We may 
desire a better thing in the resurrection, but this does not mean we are not content 
now. Paul writes, “But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait 
for it. Likewise, the Spirit also helped our infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Itself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. And He that searches the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the 
will of Yah. And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
Yahweh, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” (Rom 8:25 - 28) 

Zahakiel: Let me know when you have read this. 

Qinael: Done. 

Tiffany: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Zahakiel: All right, let me briefly summarize what it says, because it can be difficult. 
Yes, we are awaiting something, but we are not left alone in our hope. We have the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, which gives us all we need, even if we do not rightly 
know what to ask for. (This is not a teaching on unknown tongues, we just need to 
look at the flow of thought in Romans). You see, we have this confidence that even 
though there must be a delay, even though there must be trials in the meanwhile, all 
things work for us, and not against us, because we love the Father who permits these 
trials, and we are called according to His purpose, which we learn from Jeremiah 
29:11 is “an expected end,” or “the ending you are hoping for.” 

The next passage in Romans 8, and that CONTINUES CJ into Romans 9 and 10, is the 
subject of “predestination” which is a study all of its own :) We won’t get into that 
now... but the basics of it as it relates to this topic is that we who have accepted Christ 
are the “very elect,” the chosen ones of the Almighty. Some say that humans have no 
real choice in the matter, and that those who were “predestined” for life from the 
beginning are saved no matter what they do, and those who are “predestined” for 
death are doomed even if they seem to accept the Gospel. 

We can discuss that in another study if anyone would like, perhaps, but it is sufficient 
for now to point out that Peter says, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
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make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” (2 
Peter 1:10) Yah is no respecter of persons, and desires that all should be saved. 
Therefore, His “predestination” is not arbitrary... He doesn’t just pick a random 
sample of humans, but He calls them His “elect” based upon their faith, if they are 
foreknown (Rom 8:29) to accept the gift He offers them by grace. 

Now it is true. He does select “nations,” such as those represented by Jacob and Esau, 
due to no actions of their own. This is what connects to Paul’s earlier statements about 
Jews and Gentiles... And this is what Paul discusses in Romans 9 and 10, yet 
some APPLY that to individuals, which the author never intended should be done - 
and that is how they run into problems with verses like Romans 9:13. 

But for the elect individuals, now, it is their responsibility (again through faith) to 
make their “election sure.” We are not destined for Heaven regardless of what we do - 
that is to say, if we commit wicked acts, it shows we are not destined for heaven. 
Rather we who are destined for Heaven walk after the Spirit, and by doing so we will 
never fall or even fear failure. Remember, we are given a spirit of “adoption” or 
acceptance, and not a spirit of fear. 

And finally I will conclude with Paul’s own words, for the last few verses of chapter 8 
could not be stated in a better way by anything I may think to comment, then we will 
briefly review before we close: 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For thy sake 
we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’ Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of Yahweh, which is in Christ Yahshua our 
Lord.” ( Romans 8:35-39) 

Zahakiel: Let me know when you’ve read it. 

Dumah: :) 

Qinael: Done. 

Pastor: Finished. 

Tiffany: Done. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Dumah: :)Yep. 

Barbara: Done. 
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Zahakiel: All right:) So to review briefly as we close, Paul begins in Chapter 1 by 
speaking of the Gospel, and that Yah’s influence in humanity has existed among all 
people by His Spirit, therefore those who fall into sin are without excuse. In the next 
chapter, he stresses that those who have had the advantages of hearing the Gospel are 
in a worse state than even the heathen being discussed, for they know what the 
Almighty considers “good” and “evil,” thus they enter into great condemnation if they 
agree with the principles but do not keep them. In this, there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile. 

Chapter 3 speaks to the hopelessness of the “natural man,” but begins to introduce the 
topic of faith, through which even fallen humans may be made right. Then Chapter 4 
goes into more detail, pointing out the superiority of faith over works, using Abraham 
as an example. At the very end, he speaks of Christ, who according to the symbol of 
Isaac, “was raised again for our justification.” (Rom 4:29) Chapter 5 CONTINUES to 
speak of Christ (and I am just now beginning to appreciate how smoothly the topics in 
Romans flow), explaining that though all are guilty of sin in one man (Adam), so all 
may be made free in the obedience of One (Christ). We go from guilt under the law, 
to redemption in Christ, and then onward in victory. 

Chapter 6 speaks of this victory, saying that in grace we do not continue in the sins 
that characterized our time under the guilt of the law, and in fact “God forbid” that we 
should sin, for “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” (6:2) By 
the death of Christ, Chapter 6 tells us, we also enter into His death so that we may 
enter into His eternal life; and that entrance into His death renders us free from the 
works of the flesh, from the commission of sin. 

Chapter 7, where we spent some time, shows the dramatic difference between one 
under the condemnation of the law, and one free from Christ through faith. The table I 
include with the transcript shows just how different these two times and experiences 
are. Paul’s experiences in Romans 7 are entirely incompatible with his experience as a 
convert and an apostle, and he gives us without room for controversy the setting of 
which he speaks: “For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by 
the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” ( Romans 7:5) 

But now we are “delivered” as 7:6 points out, and after tracing through the process of 
conversion for us, he goes on to Chapter 8, where there is no condemnation. Though 
we may have sinful flesh until the return of Christ, we consider it dead already by 
faith, and walk after the Spirit, letting It be our guide and the way by which we order 
our lives. Those who do this are the “Sons of God” and have a share in that final, 
everlasting inheritance. We may have confidence in our election, Paul writes 
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in Romans 8 , for we were not chosen randomly, but because we have a calling to 
endure to the end, and our boast is not in our own merits but in the promises of Christ, 
from whom nothing - not tribulation, or trial, or famine, hunger, thirst or the sword - 
nothing can separate us from His love. 

And finally: because our Father loves us, we are indeed “more than conquerors.” If we 
believe this, and if we speak this in faith, we will all be a part of the Redeemed on that 
day when the faith becomes sight, and the last expectation is met; when our bodies 
also are reclaimed and we are fully restored to the image of our Creator from which 
we fell so very tragically, so very long ago. 

Zahakiel: Are there any questions on any of these things before we close? 

Dumah: Thank you, brother David, for sharing. 

Pastor: Thank you for the study. 

Israfel: No, thank you for the study. 

Zahakiel: All right, I will close, then :) 

Almighty and loving Father in Heaven, we thank you for the light of your glory and 
grace. We thank you that you have provided for us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness through your Son, who came and shed His blood that we may be spared. We 
thank you for true peace, and true freedom, not as the world gives it, but as it exists in 
truth. 

Even in chains, even in bondage to our circumstances, we are free. Even in war, even 
in famine and want, we are at peace. We thank you that we walk by faith and not by 
sight, and that by that very faith we reckon our flesh already dead, and we walk as in 
an atmosphere of your Heavenly Kingdom. 

We ask you for CONTINUING grace, that we may both stand before you on that day 
unashamed, and bring with us a flock of many friends... that they may share with us in 
that great joy you have provided for those with whom you are well pleased. Dismiss 
us from this study with your love, and with your Spirit, for it is in Yahshua’s holy and 
precious name we pray. Amen. 

Pastor: Amen. 

Barbara: Amen:) 

Qinael: Amen. 

Israfel: Amen. 

Dumah: Amen, amen. 
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9. A Chat Transcript of 1 John - A Detailed Study 


Zahakiel: All right, would someone please open our meeting with a prayer? 

Pastor: Dear Father, 

Thank you for this special time that you have given to us... May you inspire Brother 
David with the message that our hearts so need... Thank you that we will receive our 
needs. In YAHshua’s name, Amen. 

Barbara: Amen. 

Crystle: Amen. 

Zahakiel: Amen :) 

Tiffany: Amen. 

Israfel: Amen. 

Zahakiel: All right. This meeting will be somewhat similar to our last one. In our last 
meeting we looked at the book of Romans, and we went from chapter 1 all the way 
through chapter 8, seeing how Paul’s thoughts developed to point out the power of the 
Gospel, and the true Victory message. 

This week we are going to be looking at another book, 1 John, which some have 
considered to contain “difficult” verses in regard to the meaning of the Gospel. If we 
ever do a CSDA Bible commentary, I think this study might be useful as covering that 
Epistle :) By the way, after this meeting I intend to change my format slightly. 

New Moons, as we know, are a time for cleansing and self-examination, so it is my 
hope that from this point forward, members or visitors might approach me sometime 
during the month between meetings and let me know of a subject or a topic that they 
believe will be relevant to their growth. Of course, there may be many topics that we 
find interesting, and I am always willing to talk about those - but for our meetings 
here specifically, I believe it will be best if we deal with matters of concern to the 
members and those studying with us. How does that sound to you? 

Crystle: I like the thought of that. Thank you. 

Barbara: Ok. 

Qinael: It seems like a good concept. 

Pastor: Fine. 

Zahakiel: All right. Now, last month we went through eight rather long chapters, and 
so we had to move rather quickly, and even then it took us a while. It is my hope that 
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since 1 John has only 5 chapters, and those a little shorter, we can move a little more 
carefully, cover ground in some more detail, and handle any relevant questions that 
may come to mind. Let me begin, then, with John’s first words of the epistle. I’ll paste 
it, and let me know when you’ve finished reading it: 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life, (for the life was manifested, and we have seen It, and bear witness, and shew unto 
you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us). That 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Yahshua the 
Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” ( 1 John 1:1 - 
4) 

Qinael: Finished. 

Barbara: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Crystle: Done. 

Tiffany: Done. 

Israfel: Done. 

Zahakiel: All right :) Here the apostle writes down his intention for the letter. John’s 
epistle, like several others in the New Testament, is called a “general” epistle, because 
it is not written to a specific congregation like, for example, Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. This is a document that deals with eternal truths, that deals with the nature 
of the Godhead, the Father and Son, and that deals with their working in our lives. 

John writes, he says, that the joy of his readers may be full, and we will see from the 
errors that he attempts to correct in this book that there was reason, perhaps, for the 
uncertain and fearful to be concerned about their joy. We will talk about the errors he 
is rebutting as we go along. 

But notice John’s claim to authority - this is an important idea. He writes, “that which 
we have seen and heard declare we unto you.” That is a powerful statement. It lets us 
know that John does not consider his thoughts mere opinions of a man, or a guess, or 
a doctrinal position - it is something he has seen and experienced for himself. 

It is often the case in evangelism for the Church that people will tell us, “But you 
can’t really be teaching that you live without sin... don’t you know, everyone sins?” 
Such things we cannot help but seeing as foolishness, because the things we declare 
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unto them, the Gospel of Christ and freedom from the death and pain of sin, these are 
things we have “seen and heard” for ourselves. 

We have an example we sometimes use of someone who shares with you a recipe for 
a cake, and then you ask them the reasonable question, “So is this cake any good?” If 
they reply, “I don’t know, I have never tried it,” that’s not quite a response that 
inspires confidence. But we can be confident in John’s words here if we put faith in 
his testimony, that he has seen and heard the things he is describing. 

Next John goes into his initial topic: “This then is the message which we have heard 
of Him, and declare unto you, that Yahweh is light, and in Him is no darkness at 
all.” (1 John 1:4) Now what does this mean? I will ask you, who may be familiar with 
this passage, what are some of the applications of this teaching that “Yahweh is light, 
and in Him is no darkness at all?” Let us talk about that general idea for a while. 

Qinael: That when He lives in us we likewise have no darkness, but light, in His 
image. 

Zahakiel: That is one of the applications that can be drawn from those words, yes :) I 
see at least two, and they should both be obvious for those who attended the last 
Camp Meeting, where we saw from The Two Temples that the statement “ye are the 
temple of the living God” has both an individual and a corporate application. 
Similarly, the fact that the “temple of God” has nothing to do with idols (as Paul tells 
us in 2 Corinthians 6) has two meanings for us; and that teaching is based on the same 
concept. 

Crystle: Can you explain what you are meaning by both an individual and a corporate 
application? 

Zahakiel: I will. 

Barbara: That we, as individuals have no idols, and that the Body of Christ allows no 
idols within it. So, there is no darkness in either. 

Zahakiel: Right:) Paul deals with one meaning, when he says, ‘“Wherefore come out 
from among them [false teachers], and be ye separate,’ saith Yahweh, ‘and touch not 
the unclean; and I will receive you,”’ ( 2 Cor 6:17) and John deals with another in this 
letter we are studying. Again, the principle is the same in both. 

Zahakiel: Paul’s meaning was that believers should not fellowship with unbelievers, 
at least not on a regular basis and in a position where they can be fed leaven. This is 
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the “corporate” sense. John’s meaning of the same principle deals with the “temple of 
God” on an individual level, and the next two verses point this out. 

Here is that previous verse, and then the ones following it, put together to flow 
smoothly: “This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and declare unto 
you, that Yahweh is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth; but if we walk 
in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Yahshua the Messiah, His Son, cleansed us from all sin.” ( 1 John 1:5-7) 

Let me know when you have read it. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Finished. 

Barbara: Done. 

Israfel: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Tiffany: Ok. 

Zahakiel: So both Paul and John acknowledge that Yah is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all, and that we, as His temple, must have no intimate union with 
darkness, for the two (darkness and light) are opposites. Paul APPLIES Cg this to 
Church fellowship and membership, and John applies it mostly - on an individual 
level - to sin. 

If we claim to be Christ’s yet walk in darkness, and CONTINUE g in sin, “we lie and 
do not the truth.” Are there any questions in this? This teaching is vitally important to 
the very next verse, and so we must be sure we understand exactly what John is 
getting at before we move another step forward. 

Qinael: I do not have any questions. 

Tiffany: None here. 

Israfel: Not from me. 

Crystle: Yes, I have a question. 

Zahakiel: Go ahead. 

Crystle: So... does that mean that those that we are helping we should not have much 
association with them if they walk in darkness? 
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Zahakiel: Paul talks about this a bit more, saying he isn’t telling us to avoid all 
sinners, because we would have to leave the world to do that. But if one calls himself 
a “brother” or a convert/Christian, and yet commits sin, then with such a one do not 
even eat. [ 1 Cor 5:9 - 111 

Pastor: It means to avoid being “pals” with them. 

Zahakiel: <nods.> Is that helpful? 

Crystle: Okay... that does help some. 

Zahakiel: All right. 

Qinael: I have a question now... 

Zahakiel: All right. 

Qinael: It stems from your last answer; does the same distinction APPLY CJ today, 
regarding not eating with people who call themselves Christians while sinning? Or has 
the responsive action been lessened with the gospel being less known among 
‘Christians’? 

Zahakiel: Well, at our feasts we have certainly “eaten” with people who called 
themselves Christian while sinning. In an evangelistic sense, that is - when trying to 
reach them, the only way to do that is to associate with them. But I think Paul there is 
talking about open, unrepentant sinners who have shown from their conduct that they 
are not trying to “learn” anything. I can’t imagine that meal would be anything but 
unpleasant anyway. 

Qinael: <nods.> 

Zahakiel: Again, speaking of our feasts, we have seen people who have been 
unwilling to learn packing up and leaving. They didn’t want to eat with us :) 

Qinael: What about those whose conduct shows they are not trying to learn anything, 
but they are not quite open unrepentant sinners? 

Zahakiel: If they are not trying to learn, they are “unrepentant.” Maybe not forever, 
but certainly for the time being. 

Okay, does everyone understand the general idea? :) We can go over the details at a 
less constrained time if you’d like. 

Qinael: Yes, thanks. 

Zahakiel: All right. 
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Pastor: OK, CONTINUE then. :) 

Crystle: Yes, I have a general idea... thanks. 

Zahakiel: All right... this topic could be a New Moon study all its own. Maybe 
someone write that down for later :) 

But here we see, at least on a general level, that there is to be a difference between 
those who walk in darkness and those who walk in light. And internally, one who is 
“in Christ” cannot be “in darkness” at the same time. This is a theme John repeats 
many times throughout the course of this letter. So here is that next verse, and it is 
often a great stumbling block for many who do not do as we have done with Romans 
and now with 1 John, read for principle and read in context. In fact, let’s look at it 
with the two that follow it to close out chapter 1. We will then be 20% through our 
study. 

John writes, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him 
a liar, and His word is not in us.” (1 John 1:8 - 10) Say when you’ve read :) 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Barbara: Done. 

Tiffany: Done. 

Zahakiel: Some will take verse 8 by itself: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” They will then say, “See, you cannot claim to be 
free from sin, because if you do the truth is not in you.” Further they will argue, 
“Verse 9 says ‘If we confess our sins,’ meaning that a converted Christian must still 
have sins to confess!” And then they dismiss us, being assured that they are right. 

You see, they have not read deeply, nor are they aware of John’s intention or his style 
of writing. Anyone reading John’s writings will take note of the fact that he repeats 
himself almost compulsively. His very first words to readers of the Bible are 
these: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; 
and without Him was not any thing made that was made.” ( John 1:1-3) 

Zahakiel: And so you see, John is consistent with this style of teaching. He will say 
something, say it again, then say it in different way, just to make sure we do not miss 

May God bless you as you obey His voice! 

Revelation 12:17; 14:12 
TheSecondEve@vivaldi.net 





his point. The same holds true not only for this, his Gospel, but also his epistles, and 
the Revelation. In fact of that last book, there have been many mistakes made by those 
who attempt to read Revelation linearly... they do not understand that John is giving 
portions of the same vision several times, in several different ways, just as Daniel did. 

Now, that is relevant to 1 John in this way: When John says, “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” he is not introducing a new 
thought. Rather he is repeating his point from the verses before: “If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.” I will 
give additional evidence of this shortly, but for now I just want to point out that 
understanding John’s style makes this abundantly clear, as will reading the first two 
chapters of 1 John without taking a break. And then of course there is the history of 
his audience. This is also important for understanding verse 8. 

Zahakiel: John is writing, as all good commentaries point out, to Christian 
communities that are under attack by a heretical teaching known as Gnosticism. I 
covered this in a previous study, but a brief recap here might be good. 

Gnostics believed, among other things, that Christ had not actually come “in the 
flesh,” but that He was an illusion of God designed to teach us “good” principles. 
They did not believe that He died on the Cross, or that He truly suffered, but gave us a 
“show” of what sin does. The reason for this is that Gnostics taught that all flesh was 
evil by its very nature. 

This is similar, but not the same, as Paul’s teaching that sin dwells in the flesh. 
( Romans 7:18) Christians believe that the body was created pure and holy, but that 
through sin it became degraded and now there dwells within it a tendency to evil. This 
does not change at conversion, but at conversion we receive the Holy Spirit, and as we 
order our lives after the Spirit, we “shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” ( Galatians 
5:16) “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” ( Rom 8:13) 

Zahakiel: Now, Gnostics believed that the flesh, in fact the entire physical world, was 
created evil. In fact, it was created by a secondary, evil deity known as the 
“Demiurge,” and that it, and all its creations, are at war against the true, unknown, god 
of love. The consequence of this is that those Christians who were being misled by 
these beliefs were concluding that whatsoever they did in the body was not important. 
If their spirits were “saved” the things they did in the body did not matter. 

If that sounds familiar, it should be - it was reincarnated in the Catholic Church by 
Augustine. It was actually rejected by Catholics as being untrue, but it was picked up 
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again by some of the Reformation groups, and we see it today in such teachings as 
“Once Saved Always Saved” type of salvation. 

What it did back in John’s day, however, was to get Christians to be less aware of the 
extreme “sinfulness of sin,” and so they were walking in darkness, in error, sometimes 
in open sin, yet claiming to have fellowship with God, because: “I’m only 
human/physical, and my flesh forces me to sin.” 

Does everyone understand the nature of the false teaching? 

Crystle: Yes. 

Dumah: <nods> 

Qinael: I do, yes. 

Barbara: Yes. 

Pastor: OK. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Zahakiel: All right. Now John says here: if we claim to be a child of God, yet we 
commit sin, we are deceiving ourselves. More important than that, perhaps, John says 
we make God a “liar.” For one thing, inspiration tells us that, “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God,” ( Romans 3:23) so obviously, if we claim to 
have never sinned, we make God a liar. 

But what about those who commit known sins while calling themselves Christians? 
They may acknowledge that they once sinned, but they CONTINUE to claim sinful 
actions and habits after they have been saved. You notice I added the word “known” 
in there. This corresponds to “walking” in darkness. John does make a distinction 
between known and unknown sins, but not until a later chapter - you see again the 
importance of not building a doctrine based on single verses, but on complete, 
inspired thoughts. 

Dumah: It was common knowledge that only what a man knows is wrong is sin. 
Zahakiel: <nods.> 

Now, to clarify this matter about calling Yah a liar... Paul tells us, “What shall we say 
then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbids. How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” ( Rom 6:1-3) And again, the 
truth of the Gospel is stated plainly in the words of Christ, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
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you, Whosoever committed sin is the servant of sin. If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:34 , 36) 

If we claim to be of the Son, yet we testify that we are NOT “free indeed,” we make 
Him a liar. If we say, “I’m free in my spirit, but my flesh still causes my body to 
actually sin,” we separate the spirit from the flesh - and you know what happens with 
the spirit is separated from the flesh? 

Qinael: Death. 

Zahakiel: Right. Death follows. Now, the flesh and the Spirit may be at war, but they 
are not two persons dwelling in one flesh. I wrote an article called “ The Two Pauls ” 
that I refer to every now and then, but both Pauls were not alive at the same time :) 
One had to die for the other to come in. 

Zahakiel: So then, if we say, “I am saved in my spirit, but I continue to do known 
wrongs,” we can be sure we have been influenced by this very old error. 

Dumah: 1 have heard people claim to be “free” while admitting to committing known 
sins from time to time... when you confront them they call you a liar...and plead that 
they truly are free and that they are not the ones who are deceived... at least that has 
been my experience. It condemns Heaven’s testimony against them... very dangerous 
to judge Yah. 

Zahakiel: Yes... this is “Babylon,” confusion, where death does not really mean death 
(for the dead, they say, are alive in Heaven or Hell), freedom from sin does not really 
mean freedom, and victory does not truly mean victory. 

That is “another tongue,” and one not acceptable in Heaven. But the truth is not 
confusing. In fact, if John truly meant “no human can ever claim to be without sin” of 
even a known kind, we have a problem. The Bible records the words of men who have 
said just such a thing and have been confirmed in their faith by Heaven. 

Daniel said to the king of Persia, “My God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the 
lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before Him innocence was 
found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” (Daniel 6:22) 

Daniel claimed to be innocent in the eyes of a most holy Father. “And Paul, earnestly 
beholding the council, said, ‘Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience 
before God until this day.’” (Acts 23:1) David also said, “Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee,” (Psalm 119:11) remembering that the word 
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“might” there is aetually stronger than it sounds in the English version here. We thus 
see from both the Bible as a whole, and John’s immediate setting and intention, that 1 
John 1:8 eannot possibly be used as a refutation of the Vietory message, and in fact 
John is one of the strongest advocates OF the Victory two chapters later. A Christian 
confesses his sins when he finds them, when he becomes aware that something is sin; 
this is true sanctification. If John’s readers became convinced, he was right, and 
turned away from the Gnostic errors, they would have to confess their sin. 

Zahakiel: Let’s move on to chapter 2, because we will have a chance to discuss i 
John 1:8 again in chapter 3. Here is the first part of Chapter 2, and let me know when 
you have read it: 

“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. And hereby we do know that we know Him if we keep His commandments. He 
that saith, ‘I know him,’ and kept not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. But whoso kept His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 
know we that we are in Him. He that saith he abides in Him ought himself also so to 
walk, even as He walked.” ( 1 John 2:1-6) 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Done. 

Barbara: Finished. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Israfel: Done. 

Pastor: OK. 

Zahakiel: 1 John 2:1 presents another apparent “problem” if it is taken without regard 
for John’s consistent theme. He says, “My little children, these things write I unto 
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.” 

Many, many translations, and all traditions of human origin, change the meaning, if 
not the actual wording, of this passage and say, “ John writes to say we are not 
supposed to sin, BUT if any man sins, we have Christ to take us back.” 

The mercy of Christ is well known to His people, and it is undoubtedly true that 
Yahweh is a forgiving God - but is that John’s meaning here? The word “And,” is a 
Greek word kai, and it is never, in my accounting, translated as “but.” The meaning 
given in Strong’s is, “apparently, a primary particle, having a copulative and 
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sometimes also a eumulative force.” In other words, it not only joins two arguments, 
but can strengthen the first with the second. 

It cannot have the meaning “but.” The word for “but” in Greek is de and again, this 
word is never in my readings translated “and.” Some words in Greek DO overlap 
somewhat in meaning, but kai and de do not. Kai is never used to make an exception 
to what comes before, or to weaken an argument already made - its use is the 
opposite, to make stronger those things that came before it, or to add similar items to a 
list. If anyone, while studying this, ever comes across an exception to this, please let 
me know, I would be quite interested in seeing it. 

But now, what does John mean? It may help to realize that the phrase “that ye sin not” 
is in a tense of Greek that is either translated as a simple past tense, or a past perfect 
tense. To simplify, it is the same word and tense used by Paul when he 
writes, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

Zahakiel: We see there what it means by looking at the way the word is used in other 
verses. John is actually saying, and without contradiction, “I write to you so that you 
do not sin (now), and (not but) if any man has sinned, we have an Advocate with the 
Father,” one who restores us to our relationship with Him, and sets us on the path of 
righteousness. 

Is everyone seeing this? 

Crystle: Yes. 

Israfel: Yes. 

Dumah: Yes. 

Zahakiel: The rest of that first part of 1 John 2 gives further evidence for our reading 
of I John 1:8; John repeats his theme again and yet again - those who claim to be 
without sin, if they are breaking the commandments, deceive themselves, and the truth 
is not in them. This is, by definition of the commandments and “sin,” true. 

Verses 12 to 14 let us know that John is speaking to both young and old, to “children” 
and to “fathers,” that they may know their sins have been forgiven, though they may 
have accepted the leaven of the Gnostics, erring from the faith. He appeals to them on 
the basis that “ye have known the Father,” (verse 13) and “ye are strong, and the word 
of God abided in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.’’(verse 14) He 
says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (1 John 2:15) In this and the next two 
verses, he argues for the superiority of faith over worldliness and worldly ideas, and 
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we see from his previous verses that, like Paul, he is persuaded better things of his 
readers. (Hebrews 6:9) Though they may have been in error, he is confident they will 
hear his words and repent. 

John then gets more specific in the last part of the second chapter. He writes of those 
who are attempting to mislead the congregations, “Little children, it is the last time: 
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; 
whereby we know that it is the last time.” (verse 18) A couple verses later he lets us 
know exactly who he is talking about: “Who is a liar but he that denied that Yahshua 
is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denied the Father and the Son. Whosoever denied 
the Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that acknowledged the Son hath the 
Father also.” (1 John 2:22 , 23) Let me know when you’ve finished reading. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Done. 

Israfel: Done. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Barbara: Done. 

Zahakiel: In these verses John speaks about those who have been misrepresenting the 
Godhead: The Father and the Son. To deny one is to deny the other, and there were 
those who were saying that Yahshua was not the Christ, was not the Son and, as we 
will see in chapter 4, that He had not truly come in the flesh. 

Of course, many were saying that Yahshua was not the Messiah at all. Some who 
accepted Him as the Messiah did not see Him as the divine, uncreated Son of the 
Highest. And some, while they accepted Him as both Messiah and Son, denied that 
He came in the flesh. Here are three errors, progressively more subtle, each one a little 
closer to the truth - but as we read with some satisfaction, the apostles could not let 
errors go unrebuked. 

It did not matter how slight the mistake if it was a mistake it could not be conrfortably 
overlooked. Paul wrote that the Church was to be “holy and without 
blemish,” (Ephesians 5:27) and that its members “be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Cor 1:10) Yes, there is room for individual 
freedom and differences of opinion in matters of conscience and preference, but as far 
as the pillars of our faith go, and the foundations of the truth, the slightest deviation 
could lead to a loss of souls - and while the apostles would never take a sword (literal 
or judicial) to punish heretics, they would use the “sword of the Spirit” to appeal to 
the hearts and souls of their members setting their feet once again upon the Rock. 

May God bless you as you obey His voice! 

Revelation 12:17; 14:12 
TheSecondEve@vivaldi.net 




Zahakiel: The rest of Chapter 2 is John’s solemn appeal to his listeners to stand fast 
in the message they have heard from the beginning - one of vietory over sin, of the 
sufferings of Christ on Calvary, of the infinite sacrifice paid on our behalf. He 
concludes, “And now, little children, abide in Him that, when He shall appear, we 
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. If ye know that 
He is righteous, ye know that everyone that doeth righteousness is bom of Him.” (1 
John 2:28, 29) 

Are there any questions about that chapter? 

Qinael: None here. 

Zahakiel: All right. 

1 John 3 opens with a wonderful thought: “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.” (1 John 3:1) Then he tells us what this 
means to us, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 
shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in him purified himself, 
even as He is pure.” (verses 2, 3) 

This is an amazing teaching... we may not know the full measure of Christ with our 
minds’ eyes... we may not grasp the fullness of His purity, but because of our faith, 
we have confidence that when He appears, we will be just like Him - our characters 
will match “the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13) And 
because we have this confidence and hope, we are motivated to purify ourselves. 
Knowledge of Yah’s character is the same as a perfect hatred of sin, and it is our 
natural process in the Christian walk to put away all know wrong. Christ in us, by His 
Spirit, is both the power and the desire to be pure. 

John brings this home forcefully with his next few verses: “Whosoever committed sin 
also transgressed the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that He 
was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abided in Him 
sinned not: whosoever sinned hath not seen Him, neither known Him.” (verses 4-6) 

This in no way contradicts 1 John 1:8 or 2:1. Indeed, it completes their thoughts, if 
they are rightly understood. John does not in one place say, “We can never claim to be 
without sin,” or, “A Christian will sometimes sin,” and then say, “Christ came to take 
away our sin, and those who abide in Him do not sin.” 
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Dumah: Alright. 


Zahakiel: We cannot make Christ a liar by claiming to be His while sinning, but just 
as bad as that is this: claiming that He did not really take away our sin. If we are His, 
He has taken away our sin, and if we do sin, John says, it means we have not yet truly 
known Him. 

Again John reminds his audience of the Gnostic error facing the Church in his day 
with these words, “Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as He is righteous. He that committed sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinned from the beginning. For this purpose, the Son of Yah was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:7, 8) 

Zahakiel: Let no man deceive you. A Gnostic would claim to be “saved” although his 
works are unrighteous; in these last days, so do the nominal Christians. But let no man 
deceive you. 

And here is a big verse for Christ’s people: “Whosoever is born of Yah doth not 
commit sin; for His Seed remained in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God.” ( 1 John 3:9) 

Zahakiel: Let’s spend a little time here, though we will not spend as much on some of 
the other verses we read. Who is “His Seed?” 

Qinael: Yahshua. 

Zahakiel: Right. And how does He abide in us? 

Qinael: By His Spirit. 

Zahakiel: <nods.> Do you have any verses come to mind when considering this? 

Qinael: Peter, when he says we are not born of corruptible seed but incorruptible, [i 
Peter 1:231 


Zahakiel: That is a good one, yes. And the one I thought of was Galatians 2:20 - “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me.” 
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Even those who do not believe in the victory over sin acknowledge that 1 John 3:9 is 
“troublesome” to those who wish to say we can both sin and be in Christ. I did some 
reading in my library at school, various commentators on 1 John. They say some 
interesting things. 

One writer state in 3:6, 9 “John describes Christians as ‘not able to sin.’ Both the verb 
(‘to be able’) and the infinitive (‘to sin’) appear in the present tense. It is useful to 
outline these verses carefully since they can be difficult in most English translations. 
Using this interpretation John may well be emphasizing that ongoing, habitual sin 
should find no place in the believer’s life.” That is Gary M. Burge in his NIV 
Application Commentary: Letters of John. Let me know when you have read it. 

Qinael: Done. 

Israfel: Done. 

Crystle: Einished. 

Barbara: Done. 

Dumah: Romans 8:10. 

Qinael [Quoting Romans 8:10]: “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of 
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.” 

Zahakiel: That is true, but here this commentator is outlining the “common” view, 
that the verse means that a Christian will not “ CONTINUE ” in sin. Now look at what 
he adds after saying that: “But a number of interpreters have outlined problems with 
this view.” He describes some of these, saying that there are some irregularities in the 
way John uses tenses, and that “even IF John does indeed affirm that Christians will 
indeed sin, still, he is making a strong case for the holiness of the believer.” 

Zahakiel: A little later, the author confesses that he has had trouble with the verse, 
saying it might be a “paradox” of the Christian experience. I found several 
inconsistencies in the commentaries as they attempted to make this verse “fit” their 
salvation-in-sin theology - unfortunately, we haven’t the time to go into that too 
much. But take note of this: the reason he gives for his trouble is the same reason all 
the other commentators I found give. They have not had the experience, therefore it 
“cannot be true” just as it reads. 

This writer I quoted above says, "we will have to ask ourselves how closely this 
teaching squares with the practical realities of Christian life.” [Emphasis mine] That 
quote raised my eyebrows... but sadly it is the rule, and not the exception, that men 
will judge the Bible by their experiences, and not their experiences by the Bible. 
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Pastor: “Let no man deceive you...” 

Zahakiel: Right. Exactly. 

The interpreters know exactly what this verse teaches, and only because of their 
traditions do they try to find ways around the realization: “I still sin - I am not a 
Christian!” Hearing they would hear, and seeing they would perceive, and they would 
be converted, and seek out the people of Christ. 

Are there any questions on this key verse? 

Qinael: None here. 

Crystle: None. 

Barbara: No. 

Israfel: No. 

Dumah: Nope. 

Zahakiel: All right. 

In the remaining portions of the Chapter, John points out that you can use this 
knowledge, that “whosoever is bom of Yah doth not commit sin” to determine who 
our teachers should be, and with whom we should have fellowship: 

“In this the children of Yah are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of Yah, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is 
the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another.” (verses 10, 11) One cannot claim to “love” in a godly sense, and still “sin.” 
There can be no communion of light and darkness, and those who are of the darkness 
are not of the light - not even a little bit. 

Dumah: Sin at its finest is the murder of our brother, so it is impossible to love and 
sin. Yahshua showed us what the smallest sin equals...the murder of our Elder 
Brother. 

Zahakiel: Right. Certainly hidden, “small,” sin is as dangerous as open sins like 
murder. For example, some say, “But they teach a lot of good things at that Church.” 
That may well be true. Every CHURCH ORGANIZATION I can think of is “right” to 
a very large degree, some more than others. But the Bible says, “To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” (Isaiah 8:20) 
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We see here that, according to this test, it does not say there is a “little” light in them, 
or “some” light in them... it says NO light. They may have some of the teachings 
right, some of the words correct, but of light, if they are not of Yah completely, they 
have none. 

Going along somewhat with what Kimberly was saying, the world will hate us, as 
Cain hated Abel, because we do the will of our Father. And though they may not kill 
us literally, as Cain did, John assures us that we are equally justified with Abel who 
WAS actually slain, for “Whosoever hated his brother is a murderer: and ye know that 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” (verse 15) 

John closes out the chapter with a strong set of principles about the power of love. It is 
not “in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” (verse 18) This is how we 
love, and James confirms it, saying, “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of 
daily food, and one of you say unto them, ‘Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled,’ 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what 
doth it profit?” (James 2:15, 16) 

As chapter 3 closes, we see a couple important points being raised. Sometimes, even 
when we are doing the right thing, our heart may condemn us... John may have been 
writing verses 21 - 24 to tell those he is correcting that righteousness does not always 
seem pleasant for the time being. This is a direct rebuke to the Gnostics, who thought 
it was okay to do whatever “felt” good, since they were bound for paradise anyway. 

Zahakiel: Abraham did not enjoy climbing the mountain to sacrifice his son. Christ 
did not like the thought of being nailed to the Cross. But Yah is stronger than our 
hearts, and if our hearts do not condemn us, meaning that our feelings are in accord 
with the principles of truth, then we are encouraged, and may have confidence in what 
we do. 

Of course, we must act from principle whether our feelings are in accord or not, yet 
Yah’s desire for His people is not to have them be in emotional hardship all the day 
long - He gives us His “Comforter” that we may be drawn to Him with bands of love. 

Chapter 4 gets more specific as to the nature of the deceptions facing the Church back 
then. John writes, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of Yah: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of Yah: Every spirit that confessed that Yahshua the Messiah is come in the 
flesh is of Yah: And every spirit that confessed not that Yahshua the Messiah is come 
in the flesh is not of Yah: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard 
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that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.” (1 John 4:1 - 3) Say 
when you have read this. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Barbara: Finished. 

Israfel: Ok. 

Crystle: Finished. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Zahakiel: Some people have done interesting things with this passage. Just like i 
John 1:8 , they take it out of context, they use it in a universal sense and say, “Now 1 
have a way to test every prophet and teacher.” But we well know, many false teachers 
and false prophets freely say, “Jesus is come in the flesh.” That is not a test of every 
heresy, but of the error John was specifically addressing. If we think everyone who 
can say the words, “Jesus is come in the flesh” is of Yah just because his or her 
tongue works... we are heading for a world of trouble. Sadly, some people have told 
me they believe this... 

Now, we can tell false teachers and false prophets of Gnosticism with this test, and 
this is the only application John has in mind. No doubt, the principle to “try the 
spirits” is useful against every error and in every age, but the test will not always be 
the same. If someone comes up to me and says, “Purgatory is a Biblical doctrine... and 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” He has passed the test of 1 John 4 , yes... but he is 
still a false teacher. I can test his spirit by other means, and I can certainly test his 
doctrine by the “Law and the testimony.” 

Dumah: I have heard people say they believe that Messiah came in the flesh...but 
then they will talk from the other side of their mouth and speak theology that 
undermines that principle. 

Zahakiel: That’s very true. 

Zahakiel: Chapter 4 is really a wonderful chapter, full of encouragement and faith. 
We won’t spend a lot of time here, but I encourage all of you to read it. In this chapter 
we find, for example, John saying, “ Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (verse 4) 
And, “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is bom of God, and knoweth God.” (verse 7) 
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Verse 12 is another that has caused questions in some minds. It is written, “No man 
hath seen Yah at any time. If we love one another, Yah dwelleth in us, and His love is 
perfected in us.” (1 John 4:12) 

That is a useful one against Mormon theology, and it is a wonderful promise, but 
some ask about Moses and Abraham and the prophets, all of whom claim to have seen 
Yah. The answer to this one is found in the words of the prophets themselves. 

Though it is written that Moses spoke with Yah “face to face,” (Exo 33:11) we find 
that this was an indication that he spoke with a representation of Yah as Abraham did 
on the plane of Mamre, (Genesis 18:1,2) for when Moses asked to see Yah in His full 
and true glory, the Almighty responded, “Thou canst not see my face: for there shall 
no man see me, and live.” (Exo 33:20) 

Eurther evidence of this may be found from the other prophets, who wrote as 
Ezekiel, “And above the firmament that was over [the Cherubim’s] heads was the 
likeness of a Throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of 
the Throne was the likeness as the appearance of a Man above upon It.” (Ezek 1:26) 

When the prophets saw Yah, they saw a likeness, an appearance. They saw a 
representation of Him, even as Christ is called “the brightness of His glory, and the 
express image of His Person,” (Heb 1:3) who declared, “he that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.” (John 14:9) Are there any questions on that? 

Dumah: So, they saw Michael the Archangel? 

Zahakiel: Or some other manifestation, yes. 

Qinael: I have one... 

Zahakiel: Go ahead, Luke. 

Qinael: Daniel seemed to go into detail about the “Ancient of Days;” was that a 
representation, or Michael, or... what was he seeing, if not the Lather? 

Zahakiel: What verse is that? 

Qinael: Looking for it. 

Dumah: Rev. also talks about His appearance. 
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Qinael: 7:9-10 


Zahakiel: Okay. The “Ancient of Days” is the Father... for it is written, “I saw in the 
night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him near before Him.” In 7:9 
Daniel has a vision of Yah on His throne, much as John did in Revelation. 

Qinael: Right; 9-10 describes the Ancient of Days. 

Zahakiel: Right. It is like Stephen seeing the Son sitting on the right hand of the 
Father :) Like Ezekiel, they saw a likeness of Him when in vision. In fact, there are 
several parallels between the visions of Daniel and Ezekiel: the wheels, the fiery 
throne, etc. 

Does that answer your question? 

Qinael: Yes, thanks. 

Zahakiel: All right. Near the end of the chapter we have this precious 
teaching, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casted out fear, because fear hath 
torment. He that feared is not made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18) 

There is no fear in love - no fear of pain, or torture, or failure, or deception, or even 
sin. We may hate sin, and claim freedom from it, but we need not “fear” it. When one 
is delivered from bondage, truly delivered, he does not fear bondage. When one is 
delivered from death, he does not fear death. We who have been delivered from sin do 
not fear sin, but we avoid it because it is death, and because it causes pain to both 
ourselves, and to those around us. It is an intelligent avoidance, not a fear response. 
That is important for us to realize, I believe; many who would be useful to the cause 
of Yah hold back, because they fear being deceived, or they fear that Yah will not 
keep them from tripping over some stumbling block. 

John closes chapter 4 with a return to a steady theme: “If a man say, T love Yah,’ and 
hated his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love Yah whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from 
Him, ‘That he who loveth Yah love his brother also.’” (verses 20, 21) 

Any questions on Chapter 4? We are almost finished :) 
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Qinael: I do not have any. 

Crystle: No. 

Barbara: No. 

Zahakiel: All right. Now chapter 5 begins with another way to test the 
spirits: “Whosoever believeth that Yahshua is the Christ is bom of Yah: and everyone 
that loveth Him that begat loveth Him also that is begotten of Him.” (1 John 5:1) This 
one certainly has a wide application. If one tmly loves Yahshua, and truly believes He 
is the Messiah, he cannot likely be of the darkness. 

We understand that to some extent Judas, who betrayed the Master, loved Him to 
some degree, and believed well enough that He was the Messiah - but he had a 
greater love for his own desires, his own finances and power and ideas, and this 
overcame him ultimately. For this reason, we are not told merely to love Yah, 
but “Thou shalt love Yahweh thy Almighty One with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.” (Mat 32:27) That is the degree of love that keeps us from 
putting “self’ first, and that is the kind of love that makes 1 John 5:1 an essentially 
universal test of the believer. 

Zahakiel: John also APPLIES this to true belief, not just true love. He writes, “By 
this we know that we love the children of Yah, when we love Yah, and keep His 
commandments. For this is the love of Yah, that we keep His commandments: and His 
commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the 
world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith. Who is he that 
overcomes the world, but he that believeth that Yahshua is the Son of Yah?” (verses 2 
- 5) Let me know when you have read this. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Finished. 

Zahakiel: This is the passage that taught us to call the “Righteousness by Faith” 
message the “Victory” over self and sin :) True love of Yah leads to obedience to His 
commands. True faith in Yahshua leads to obedience to His commands. This 
obedience that is based on faith, and not on a keeping of the law to become 
righteous... this is a victory that overcomes all the world, all sin, all unrighteousness. 

Dumah: Yes. 

Zahakiel: “Who is it that overcomes the world?” John asks. The answer is this: “He 
that believeth that Yahshua is the Son of Yah.” We must believe, not as the devils that 
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know and tremble, but “Even as Abraham believed Yah, and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.” (Galatians 3:6) This is righteousness, and righteousness by faith. 

Dumah: Submission of the will = a saving faith. 

Zahakiel: Yes:) 

Now here follows a passage, even as the book draws to a close, that is used by 
Trinitarians in a defense of their doctrine: “This is He that came by water and blood, 
even Yahshua the Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the 
Spirit that beareth witness because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear 
record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” 
(1 John 5:6, 7) 

Many consider this THE definitive Trinity verse. It is THE Scripture that proves (for 
them) three “co-equal, co-eternal Persons of the Godhead.” But herein we see another 
example of the folly of taking a verse without regard for its theme and setting. Just as 
they have done with 1 John 1:8 and 1 John 2:1, so they have done with this passage. 

Dumah: This verse is not even talking about personhood. 

Zahakiel: Right. Truly, Christ was sent by the Father, and just as truly the Spirit 
testified to His appearing. There are three indeed that bear record in Heaven: The 
Father, the Word (or Son) and the Holy Ghost. These three are thus one. Yet must the 
Spirit be considered a co-equal, co-eternal Person because it is listed with the Father 
and Son, who are in fact co-equal and co-etemal? This is known as “guilt by 
association.” 

Dumah: You sound like an English teacher. 

Zahakiel: <smiles.> Well, now I may sound like a logician :) Here... It can easily be 
shown to be a false conclusion in this verse by the simplest of Bible-study techniques: 
by reading the next verse. 

The next verse tells us, “And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and 
the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.” ( 1 John 5:8) Now, the Spirit is 
listed with two other things that most will agree are not co-equal, co-eternal Persons 
of the Godhead. 

“But” some will object, “it says the Father, Word and Spirit ARE one, and then it says 
the Spirit, water and blood AGREE in one. There’s a difference.” The truth is, there 
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isn’t. The word “agree” is translated from the same word for “is” in verse 7 above. 
The word eisi simply means “is” or “to be.” Those two verses mean the same thing. 
Now, if we MUST conelude that the Spirit is a Person because it is listed with two 
Persons, what do we do with verse 8? Either the blood and water are persons also, or 
the Spirit is not a Person in the same sense the Father and Son are Persons - at least 
based on this verse and the logic applied to verse 7. 

We need not study of the Trinity doctrine here... I have one already available online : 
but suffice it to say that this passage cannot be used as a “prooftexf ’ to support it; the 
context and indeed the plain reading of the verses forbid that conclusion entirely. 

Is everyone clear on these things? 

Qinael: I am. 

Barbara: Yes. 

Crystle: Yes. 

Dumah: Yeah. 

Zahakiel: All right, just a couple more things to go. Just before he ends, John 
explains something necessary to getting the most out of his epistle. Throughout the 
letter, John has been using the word “sin” on a constant basis, and now he tells us, “If 
any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall 
give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say 
that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto 
death.” ( 1 John 5:16 , 17) 

What does it mean, “a sin not unto death?” We are told plainly that “the wages of sin 
is death,” (Rom 6:23) and no exceptions are made regarding the type or degree of sin. 

The only way to understand this is to realize that John has been speaking of Christ all 
along, and rebuking an error claiming that Christ was not truly given for us as a sin- 
offering, that He did not truly die on the Cross to release us from the guilt of the Law. 
This matter of a sin unto death, and a sin not unto death, is spoken of only in one other 
setting... the Old Testament passages that deal WITH the offerings for sin. 

We read passages such as this: “If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through 
ignorance, in the holy things of Yahweh; then he shall bring for his trespass unto Yah 
a ram without blemish out of the flocks...’’( Leviticus 5:15) And this, “And if any soul 
sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year for a sin 
offering.” (Numbers 15:27) 
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But we read further in Numbers 15 : “And the priest shall make an atonement for the 
soul that sinned ignorantly, when he sinned by ignorance before Yahweh, to make an 
atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. Ye shall have one law for him that 
sinned through ignorance, both for him that is born among the children of Israel, and 
for the stranger that sojourned among them. But the soul that doeth ought 
presumptuously, whether he be bom in the land, or a stranger, the same reproached 
Yahweh; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Because he hath 
despised the word of Yah, and hath broken His commandment, that soul shall utterly 
be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.” (verses 28-31) 

Let me know when you are done :) 

Crystle: Finished. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Dumah: Done. 

Zahakiel: We see a difference, and it is certainly clear. The word “presumptuous” 
means to be “lifted up,” and do not thi nk that this is an old idea that was changed 
under the New Covenant. You see, one who is converted, one who knows sin and has 
turned away in his heart, he is “enlightened.” (Hebrews 6:4 - 6) The only way such a 
one can sin in a thing known to him - that is, not in ignorance - is for him to “lift 
himself up” above Yah, as Lucifer did, and this is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
or, as Numbers puts it a “reproach” to Yahweh. 

A known sin, a wrong act about which you are already convicted, this does not change 
Yah’s desire to take the sinner back... not at all, but it changes the sinner, and hardens 
the heart so that they cannot repent, even if they would. They become a “profane 
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found 
no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” (Hebrews 12:16, 17) 

In a way, this is a fearsome teaching. But remember John’s words... perfect love casts 
out all fear. We move forward in confidence, aware of the danger, but never saying 
“what if,” and allowing Satan to plant a seed of doubt in the mind. Yah will have a 
people who endure to the end... by faith, we know we are that people. We move 
forward, finding and forsaking sin, but never committing a “sin unto death,” which we 
now see is a sin that is done “presumptuously,” or in open rebellion against the 
commandments of Yah with which we are already familiar. 

In the immediate context of this letter, John is pointing out the extreme danger of 
those who were once of the flock of Yah and yet “went out from among us” because 
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of their various errors and the Gnostic beliefs they had come to accept. Because they 
did these things with a “high mind,” not submitting to the elders, (Hebrews 13:17, 1 
Peter 5:5) some of whom had BEEN with Christ, many of them had placed 
themselves outside the grace of Yah. They called light darkness, (Isaiah 5:20) just as 
those Pharisees who accused Christ of having an evil spirit. 

Zahakiel: They blasphemed the very Spirit of holiness, and what can save a man 
when he, having once known the truth, no longer even recognizes the truth that he 
might obey it? David wrote, “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from 
the great transgression.” ( Psalm 19:13) May it even be so with all of us. 

Dumah: If they go out from us, they were never one of us... so they can’t be 
“brothers.” If they come to Yah’s people with confessions and manifest a repentant 
spirit by their works, is it possible that they are finally “brothers?” 

Zahakiel: If their reason for leaving was an ignorant deception, that is possible. But if 
they have “tasted the powers of Heaven” that is a much harder thing from which to 
recover. To taste and see that Yah is good is to “know” the truth. 

Pastor: I have never known of any who “went out from us” that came back. 

Dumah: I suppose only Yah would know that, then...and those to whom He reveals it. 

Zahakiel: When Paul describes this he talks about those who have been 
“enlightened.” But pastor has said it right... when they hear this message, it is enough 
light to “Seal” them if they CONTINUE in it. If they reject what they have received, 
they cannot obtain new knowledge elsewhere to set them back on the path, unless 
perhaps a beam of light directly from Heaven. 

Dumah: I’ve heard you both say at times that perhaps some of those who hesitated 
will join during the persecution... is that genuine? 

Zahakiel: We have cherished hope that when the actual persecutions begin, some will 
have their consciences awakened and may limp back into the Kingdom. But... it is a 
slim hope at best. It is a “hoping against hope.” 

Dumah: :) like the angel that had not drawn the sword returned. Zephon, I think. 

Zahakiel: Right. If someone who has left us has attacked us in words, or writing... I 
don’t see how they can be restored. 
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Okay, we are just about finished... John closes his book with something that is a 
familiar theme to his readers by now, along with a promise and an instruction. He 
writes, “We know that whosoever is bom of Yah sinned not; but he that is begotten of 
Yah kept himself, and that wicked one touched him not. And we know that we are of 
Yah, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of Yah is 
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we 
are in Him that is true, even in His Son Yahshua the Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life. Little children keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” ( 1 John 5:18 - 21) Let 
me know when you have read this last passage from 1 John. 

Qinael: Finished. 

Crystle: Finished. 

Pastor: OK. 

Barbara: Done. 

Zahakiel: Lest we forget, John reminds us one last time: whosoever is born of Yah 
sinneth not :) This is worded differently than 3:9 which says, “doth not commit sin,” 
and therefore if anyone wishes to question John’s intention, he rewords it here to 
make it even more clear. This verse cannot be interpreted “does not habitually, 
constantly sin.” 

Even the Greek Diaglott, which rather liberally translates 1 John 3:9 as, “No one who 
has been begotten by God practices sin,” is forced by the clear language of 5:18 to 
render it into English this way, “We know that everyone who has been begotten by 
God does not sin; but the one begotten by God guards himself and the evil one does 
not lay hold of him.” 

Pastor: Amen! 

Zahakiel: Even the NASB, which can be used by some to weaken the force of 3:9 
reads here, “We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of 
God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.” 

The nominally Christian commentaries on this verse, as one might expect, are useless; 
but there are too many witnesses, and this one is most clear, declaring that the Victory 
over sin is a true, and unquestionable teaching of Christ and His apostles. 

Pastor: And we who have “seen and heard and tasted”, are living testimonies to “the 
Truth.” 
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Zahakiel: Yes :) We know our witness is true, says John, and say those who follow 
his example. We know because Yah has given us wisdom and understanding. We 
“know” that whosoever is bom of Yah does not commit sin. 

And finally, the last words are, “Keep yourselves from idols.” This final instruction is 
not out of place. There are many false teachers out there, there are many with a psalm, 
a doctrine, a prophecy. There are many who would mislead or use sophistry to quiet 
the voice of conscience. 

Dumah: Sin is idolatry. 

Zahakiel: There are many who, on hearing this message, delight in going to their 
former teachers (as Ellen White told us would be the case in The Great Controversy) 
and seek to see what the “smart ones” will do when they hear this message. 

But beware, the apostle tells us, keep yourself from idols. Idols may be traditions, 
comfort zones, maybe even people we tmst. But, “let no man deceive you;” if 
ANYONE, even an angel from Heaven, should teach contrary to this Gospel which 
Christ delivered to us by the Messenger of His own blood, let him be anathema. 

Keep yourself from idolatry, and you will “know” that the witness of these words is 
tme, and that the message taught by Christ, taught by John, and taught by every true 
believer down through the ages has been accepted and is being heralded by the 
Remnant Church of Yah’s people, and no other people in all the world have, as a 
body, been so very, very blessed. 

Pastor: Amen! 

Zahakiel: Does anyone have any questions about any of these things before we 
dismiss? :) 

Barbara: None here. 

Qinael: I have none. 

Dumah: :) This meeting was a blessing. 

Pastor: Praise YAH for His witness in the earth! for His living Word! 

Zahakiel: Amen :) 

Let us close with a prayer, then... and I will begin to work on the transcript so I can 
post it to anyone who wants the link. Have we a volunteer? 

Dumah: I will. 
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Zahakiel: Okay. 

Dumah: Loving Father in heaven, 

Your word holds the answers to all the doubts and lies that Satan would hurl at us. 
Thank you for entrusting us with the precious light in Your word. Thank you for 
confirming this light with your blood, and with the witness of Your Spirit in we who 
walk in Your Testimonies. We love you, and we will show you how much we love 
You by how we treat our brother; and we will give You all the glory. 

Thank you for this meeting and bless your humble servants whom you have called to 
lead this movement to the end. Let us all unite in Spirit and in love that not one of us 
be lacking when the books are closed, and Your holy Son lays off His garments of 
judgment. In Yahshua, the manifestation of Your character, in His name we ask these 
things and claim by faith that we have them. Amen. 

Zahakiel: Amen :) 

Barbara: Amen. 

Crystle: Amen. 

Pastor: Amen 
Qinael: Amen 
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10. Common Objections to Victory 


or whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the Victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. ( IJohn 5:4) 

This is a brief essay I wrote for someone who was newly interested in Victory 
over sin. Naturally, having been subject to the leaven of supposedly Christian 
teaching, it was all very new to her. In order to provide our response to the most 
common verses people use to oppose this wonderful promise of our Savior, I 
compiled the following brief list. 

1) “For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that 
which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” (Rom 7:14,15,18, 19) 

Response: Paul says in verse 24, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” He then answers it in verse 25 - “I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” In part b of that verse he says, “So then with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” 

Through Christ there is a “law of God” placed in the mind/heart ( Rom 2:15) and it is 
in opposition to the “natural man” of the flesh. With the flesh, we still serve the law of 
sin, and those who walk in the flesh will sin naturally. However, this is not Paul’s 
present state, but his state when he was married to the Law (he sets up the time 
element in verse 7:1-6) and says, “But now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter.” (verse 6) The rest of Chapter 7 is his pre-converted state, and 
not how he is now. He begins with “now” in Chapter 8:1 saying, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” 

This completes the thought begun in chapter 6. Romans was written as a unit, and 
never meant to be fragmented, stopping the day’s study at 7:25. It must be read at 
least from chapter 6 to chapter 8, where Paul says, “What shall we say then? Shall 
we CONTINUE g in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein?” ( Rom 6:1-2) up till he says, “For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” ( Rom 8:14) This is all 
the TREATMENT g of one principle: In the flesh, we cannot please God (8:8) and of 
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ourselves, apart from Christ we can only desire to walk in righteousness (7:15), BUT 
continuing that thought, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” ( Rom 8:9) 

A full reading of that passage sets forth the promise that those in Christ walk in the 
Spirit, and do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Here is what Paul says of the conversion 
experience, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” ( 2Cor 5:17) 

2) “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 
(IJohn 1:8) “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us.” (IJohn 1:9,10) 

Response: John often speaks repetitively for emphasis, and this verse is an exact 
double for those which come before and after it. Here are those verses: 
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth: “ ( IJohn 1:6) 

“He that saith, T know Him,’ and kept not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him.” ( IJohn 2:4) 

In each of these cases, 1:8 included, John is speaking to those Christians who are 
influenced by a heresy known as Gnosticism. The Gnostics taught that once you were 
converted, nothing you did was bad or evil... that is to say, even if you did bad things, 
they were not “sin.” The human flesh is by nature evil, even with the experience of 
being born again, and would do evil on its own. Once your spirit was saved, however, 
you were fine. Remnants of this theology are found in the commonly taught “once 
saved always saved” view of salvation. John’s entire letter is address to those who 
were sinning, but saying they were not. And so to THESE people he writes, if we are 
IN sin (as they were) and “if we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and His 
word is not in us.” In other words, call sin by its right name. 

Those who were able to admit to being in sin were to confess, be converted, and then 
Christ’s blood would be accepted “to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Accepting 
the blood cleanses, us from ALL unrighteousness, not just some; and never more do 
we willfully (deliberately) commit acts of transgression. It should be pointed out that 
people still make errors in judgment (Peter in Galatians 2) but they do not deliberately 
sin. As John says there is a “sin unto death” which is deliberate, and a “a sin which is 
not unto death” ( IJohn 5:15) for which the Sacrifice (Christ) could be used to atone 
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for ( Leviticus 5:5) For SDAs, there is even less of a reason to misread this verse. Ellen 
White says in her writings that John’s letter was written to those who were in great 
deception, believing that their actions were above what could be called “sin,” no 
matter how depraved their practices actually were. 

3) “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:” (IJohn 2:1) 

Response: Although this is also in IJohn, it is so often used it gets a section of its 
own. People use this as an “obvious” verse to say that people who are converted still 
sin - “but if any man sin” they just repent and Christ picks them up again to fall off 
the cliff another time. 

In doing so, they change the word “and” to a “but” and make John contradict himself. 
Here is what John writes about converts and sin in that very same letter, two chapters 
away: 

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remained in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God.” ( IJohn 3:9) 

There is no way to misapply this, except that some Christians will teach that John 
means a Christian will not “continue” in sin. This is not true to the text as it is written 
or translated. The Greek is even clearer, and a literal translation would be, 
“Whosoever is born of God misses not the mark, (hamartian ou)” It’s not 
about CONTINUING Cg in known sin, that part is obvious, but if a person KNOWS a 
thing is sin, he will not even give in to the temptation at all. Changing that word to 
mean “continuing in sin” is adding to the Scripture a doctrine that is alien to its 
consistency and the message of true freedom in Christ. 

Further, that phrase “if any man sin” is in the aorist tense in Greek, and is the exact 
same expression Paul uses when he says, “for all have sinned and come short of the 
Glory of God.” ( Rom 3:23) This is translated in the English as the past-perfect tense 
(it is NOT, “for all sin”), and so what John actually wrote in the original manuscript 
is, “if any man have sinned.” If we realize we have been in sin, we repent, and this is 
what the Advocate, Christ, does in us. He does not pick us up from every fall. He 
comes into us when we realize we are in need of a Savior, and we can walk with 
confidence, “For Yahweh shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being 
taken.” ( Pro 3:26) There is no contradiction by the same author in the same book of 
Scripture; John says those who are born of God “cannot sin,” and he maintains this 
teaching firmly in every verse of his letters. “Brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” ( 2Peter 1:10) 
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4) Speaking of Peter: Peter was with Christ for 3.5 years and he still denied Him 
during His trial. (John 18:27) 

Response: Strange as it may seem at first, Peter was NOT converted until after 
Pentecost. Most Christians are where Peter was, walking WITH Christ, but not yet 
having Him dwelling in their hearts. Just before He died, this dialogue took place: 
“And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.’” ( Luke 22:31 , 32) Yes, Peter denied 
Christ during times of severe trial, and so will any who are only walking with Him. 
But the ones who come unto the full salvation experience can testify like Paul, who is 
much different than his Romans 7 past, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” ( Gal 2:20) 

Peter himself writes (after actually being converted), “Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that 
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin.” ( IPeter 4:1) If we are “crucified with 
Christ” as Paul puts it, we “hath ceased from sin.” True Sabbath rest; “But we have 
the mind of Christ.” ( ICor 2:16) 

5) David sinned, and yet God calls him a “man after his own heart.” 

Response: David also walked with Christ, but as Ellen White states, he needed to be 
converted after his sin. For non-Adventists, we need only turn to the Psalm he writes 
thereafter: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.” ( Psa 
51:10 , 12) Creation and restoration are exactly the things that turn the old, sinful man - 
into the new, spiritual man. 

Before this point, although David was faithful inasmuch as he knew, he lied, killed 
unnecessarily, pretended to be crazy to avoid being killed, and deceived the high 
priest in order to evade capture by Saul (this later got the high priest and his entire 
family killed). After this point of conversion, we do NOT see this behavior again. 
David was a changed man after Nathan pointed out the sin that was in the monarch’s 
heart. 

Christ of course is our example. David died; the 144,000 do not. Even Paul, Peter and 
John died - they were not as responsible for the light as we, the Remnant, are. We 
reflect His character more surely than David ever did, and it is written, “Now these 
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things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they 
also lusted. “ ( ICor 10:6) We have more light, and a more perfect Example to follow. 


6) “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also, I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 
(Phil 3:12) 

Response: This is one of those many cases where you just have to look at the next 
verse and the few that follow. This reads: “Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high CALLING OF GOD g in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as 
be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall 
reveal even this unto you.” ( Phil 3:13-15) 

Commentaries will add in footnotes “apprehended [to the resurrection of the dead.]” 
Paul is not yet in his new body, and has not yet become all that he can be in Christ. 
This brings to light the two words translated as “perfect” in the new testament. Paul 
says he is not yet “perfect” {teleioo- verse 12) but three verses later says, “let us, 
therefore, as many as be perfect” (teleios - verse 15). Another apparent contradiction 
that can be cleared up by the Greek original. The first word means perfect in the sense 
of completed, finished. For example Christ fulfilled (completed) the Law. The second 
word means “lacking nothing,” and morally excellent. THIS is the word Christ uses 
when He says, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect.” ( Mat 5:48) That Voice gives us the power to DO it, if we have faith in Him 
as the Creator. 

Paul’s statement in Philippians is that he is not yet finished; and if there was more, 
God would “reveal even this” to him. He had more to learn, as do we all. Yet for all 
that he knows he grasps, “forgetting those things which are behind,” and is lacking 
nothing, for as he testifies, “I have lived in all good conscience before God until this 
day.” ( Acts 23:1) Every single one of us can say that, if the “Seed of God” is in us, 
and it has nothing to do with spiritual pride, because we do not glory in self, but in the 
Cross by which it is possible. (Gal 6:14) 


A couple more things to remember: The New Testament never calls converts 
“sinners” in the present tense. Paul considers himself a “chief of sinners” (ITim 1:5) 
only by virtue of his sinful past (verse 13), obtaining mercy because he did those 
things “ignorantly in unbelief.” What he does teach is that “God commended His love 
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toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. “ ( Rom 5:8) And 
“Now thanks be unto God, whieh always caused us to triumph in Christ, and makes 
manifest the savior of His knowledge by us in every place.” ( 2Cor 2:14) 

There is not a place that gives place to deliberate, willful sin after Christ died. I’ve 
shown strong statements from Paul, Peter and John (there are also ones from James 
and Jude) which describe conversion as a life completely free from sin. This is the 
Gospel of Christ. We do not say that God would not forgive the repentant, but that one 
who is born again - and more, one who will be “without fault before the Throne” as 
the 144,000 are - will not need to ask! This is a scary, and even blasphemous thought 
to those who see Christ as He who will pick them up every time they fall; however 
this “new theology” has no foundation in Scripture, and the true Christ is He who 
lives in us as the Advocate, Comforter and Savior, eternally and flawlessly (for He is 
without flaw) keeping us from falling. 

This is the invitation He has open to all, in the Church age of Laodicea - in which we 
are living now - “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 
(Rev 3:20) For Adventists, who consider themselves the Remnant, we are to be a part 
of the true Body of Christ, separate from sin, unions with the world, and false 
teachings about the nature of the very One who saved us. 

Mrs. White puts it this way, “The principles of righteousness must be implanted in the 
soul. The faith must grasp the power of Jesus Christ, else there is no safety. Licentious 
practices are getting to be as common as in the days before the flood. Not one should 
be buried with Christ by baptism unless they are critically examined whether they 
have ceased to sin, whether they have fixed moral principles, whether they know what 
sin is, whether they have moral defilement which God abhors. Find out by close 
questioning if these persons are really ceasing to sin, if with David they can say, T 
hate sin with a perfect hatred.’” [Manuscript Releases Volume Six, page 165, 
paragraph 3; Chapter Title: Preparation for Baptism] 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengthened me.” ( Phil 4:13) 

“But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, ‘With men this is impossible; but with 
God all things are possible.’ Jesus said unto him, ‘If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth.’” ( Mat 19:26 ; Mark 9:23) 
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11. Claiming the Victory: Ellen G. White 


“It is your privilege to trust in the love of Jesus for salvation, in the fullest, surest, 
noblest manner; to say. He loves me. He receives me; I will trust Him, for He gave 
His life for me. Nothing so dispels doubt as encountering the character of Christ. He 
declares, “Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out;” that is, ‘there is no 
possibility of my casting him out, for I have pledged my word to receive him.’ Take 
Christ at His word, and let your lips declare that you have gained the victory.” TM 
517 

“Simple faith, with the love of Christ in the soul, unites the believer to God. While 
toiling in battle as a faithful soldier of Christ, he has the sympathy of the whole loyal 
universe. The ministering angels are round about him to aid in the conflict, so that he 
may boldly say, ‘The Lord is my helper,’ ‘the Lord is my strength and my shield;’ ‘I 
shall not be overcome.’ ‘By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God.’” TM 147-8 

“It is our privilege to say boldly, yet humbly, ‘The Lord is my helper; therefore, I 
shall not be moved from my steadfastness. My life is hiding with Christ in 
God. Because He lives, I shall live also.” TMK 228 

“The Lord declares that the gates of hell shall not prevail against His church. Every 
sincere member of the church may include himself in these promises and say, “I am 
the Lord’s. In His strength I am invincible.’ Then do not put on a doleful attitude and 
misrepresent my Lord, and act as though He had insulted you by giving you promises 
that He does not fulfill, as though you are having a hard time and are left alone to 
battle against the powers of darkness.” UL 312 

“God will give a most wonderful experience to those who will say: ‘I believe Thy 
promise; I will not fail nor become discouraged.’” 6T 335-6 

“Christ teaches humanity never to be self-sufficient. He says, ‘Learn of me; I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls’ ( Matt. 11:29) . Learn 
of the One, who was meek and lowly in heart - the One who has promised, “Ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.’ This glorious experience will come, and you will say, ‘I 
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know Him! I know Him! I have tested Him; I have proved Him, and He has never 
failed me.’” UL 256 

“The time has come when all who work in Christ’s lines will have the mark of God, 
in words, in spirit, in character, in their honor of Immanuel, while so many of our 
people have been hovering about the mystery of faith and godliness, they could have 
solved the matter by proclaiming, T know that Christ is my portion forever. His 
mercy. His gentleness hath made me great.’” TDG 231 

“The language of the soul must be, ‘He is mine; I will never let go his arm. He will 
bless me; the cleansing blood will be applied to my soul: .... The language of the soul 
should be, ‘Because Jesus lives, I shall live also.’” 2 ST 370 

“The power of Christ is to be the comfort, the hope, the crown of rejoicing, of every 
one that follows Jesus in his conflict, in his struggles in life. He who truly follows the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world, can shout as he advances, ‘This 
is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.’ ( 1 John 5:4) ” TMK 166 

“It is necessary to maintain a living connection with heaven seeking as often as did 
Daniel - three times a day - for divine grace to resist appetite and passion. Wrestling 
with appetite and passion unaided by divine power will be unsuccessful; but make 
Christ your stronghold, and the language of your soul will be, ‘In all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us’ ( Rom. 8:37) .” MM 144 

“It is the privilege of each to be able to say, ‘The Lord shall deliver me from every 
evil work, and he will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.’” 5 RH 342 

“Every soul may say” ‘Lord, without thee I can do nothing in saving or keeping my 
soul from sinning against thee; but thou art able to keep me from falling, and to 
present me faultless before the presence of thy glory with exceeding joy. To thee I 
commit the keeping of my soul as unto a faithful guardian, and I leave all in thy 
hands, knowing that thou does all things well.’” 3 ST 40 

“Christ is called ‘the Lord our righteousness’ and through faith each one should say, 
‘The Lord my righteousness.’ When faith lays hold upon this gift of God, the praise 
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of God will be upon our lips, and we shall be able to say to others, ‘Behold the Lamb 
of God, whieh taketh away the sin of the world’ ( John 1:29) . 1 SM 331 


“Would it not be better to take the blessed promises of God and apply them to 
yourself, bearing your whole weight upon them? This is faith. It is by faith that we 
are to come into sacred nearness to Christ, not depending upon feeling; we are to say, 
‘I believe thy promise. Lord, because thou hast said it. Thy word is pledged; we know 
that we are the children of God because we comply with the conditions, because he 
has pledged his word.’” 2 RH 415 

“Jesus does not desire you to wait to make yourself better; he desires you to take him 
today as your Savior. This very day say, ‘He is mine, and I am his. I will give my 
soul into his keeping, and he will keep that which I have committed to his trust against 
that day. Through faith he will give me victory over the temptations of the enemy. I 
shall see of his salvation. I shall triumph in God.’ Do you not think that such 
language as this will drive back the enemy from the tempted soul?” 2 ST 368 

“Every soul may say: ‘By His perfect obedience He has satisfied the claims of the 
law, and my only hope is found in looking to Him as my substitute and surety, who 
obeyed the law perfectly for me. By faith in His merits I am free from the 
condemnation of the law. He clothes me with His righteousness, which answers all 
the demands of the law. I am complete in Him who brings in everlasting 
righteousness. He presents me to God in the spotless garment of which no thread was 
woven by any human agent. All is of Christ’s and all the glory, honor, and majesty 
are to be given to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world.’” 1 SM 
356 

“ (Mt. 7:7 ,8 quoted). Will you believe the assurances? Will you say, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
take Thee at Thy word. I will begin where I am, to talk an increase of faith; I will take 
hold of the promises; they are for me’? O brethren and sisters, what we want is a 
living, striving, growing faith in the promises of God, which are indeed for you and 
for me.” NL 39 

“We have a right to say. In the strength of Jesus Christ, I will be a conqueror. I will 
not be overcome by Satan’s devices.” MS 31, 1911. 
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“Talk and act as if your faith was invincible.” COL 147 

“Let the language of each soul be, He is my Savior, he died for me, and I hang my 
helpless soul upon him. He can keep that which I have committed to his trust, against 
that day. This is the precious lesson that I am learning today, to do the very best I can 
according to the best light that shines on my pathway, and then trust the rest to 
Jesus.” 2 ST 150 

“Say, He has spoken to me in His word, and He will fulfill every promise that He has 
made. Do not become restless. Be trustful. God’s Word is true. Act as if your 
heavenly Father could be trusted.” 1 SM 84 

“Why not make up your mind that you will stand in your God-given manhood and 
womanhood, and, through Christ, be overcomers? Why not say, God has promised 
the power and I will win back the moral image of my Creator and Redeemer? Do not 
allow the mind to hold communion with the enemy. Do not talk of his power to 
discourage you. Talk of Christ, who is able to save to the uttermost all who come 
unto God by Him.... Talk of His love, tell of His power and the angels of God will be 
attracted to you.” 2 ST 271 

“Come to Jesus and receive rest and peace. You may have the blessing even 
how. Satan suggests that you are helpless and cannot bless yourself. It is true; you 
are helpless. But lift up Jesus before him: T have a risen Savior. In Him I trust, and 
He will never suffer me to be confounded. In His name I will triumph. He is my 
righteousness and my crown of rejoicing.’” 1 SM 352 

“Satan may try to bind you to his car (chariot) as a helpless soul. But shout in victory 
that Christ has made you a free man. Do not dishonor God by one expression of 
inefficiency and inability to overcome fully, entirely, and gloriously through Jesus 
Christ, who has died to redeem you, and make you a free man. Conquer, yes, 
conquer. Put your will every moment on the side of God’s will. Think hopefully and 
courageously.” HC 41 
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“Say, ‘I have asked my Savior, He has set me free, and I am free indeed. I am the 
Lord’s, and the Lord is mine. I will not fear. I know that He loves me in my 
infirmities, and I will not make Him sorry by showing that I distrust Him. I break 
with the enemy. Christ has eut the eords that bound me, and I will praise the Lord.’ 

“Thus, you ean edueate and strengthen your mind.” 3 SM 326 


Creation 7* Day Adventists, 
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